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Participant Information Sheet (Primary school TA)
1. Research title
     An investigation into practitioners’ and parents’ experiences of supporting children with ADHD
2. Invitation
As a TA who supports children with ADHD, you have been invited to participate in the above research. Your experiences and feelings towards your role are considered a valuable source for this research.
Before you decide to agree to participate, it is important that you understand why the research is being done and what it will involve. Please take time to read the following information and ask if you have questions or need further information. 
3. Do I have to participate?
Participation is purely on a voluntary basis. If you decide to take part, please complete the consent form at the end of this information sheet and e-mail to Dr Charlotte Greenway c.greenway@uwtsd.ac.uk. Even if you agree to participate, you can still withdraw from the study at any time. 
4. What will happen if I participate?
You will be asked to attend a focus group with other TAs and asked a series of questions based on your experiences of working with children with ADHD. You will have an opportunity to look over the questions prior to attending the focus group. This may take up to an hour of your time. The location and time will depend on the participants’ availability and will be arranged accordingly. 
5. Any possible disadvantages/risks should I decide to participate?
Participating in the research is not anticipated to cause you any disadvantage or discomfort since the questions are simply asking about your experiences of working with ADHD in the classroom. 
6. What are the possible advantages of participating?
Sharing your experiences will help the researchers understand the current thinking of practitioners who work with children with ADHD. The findings may also help to inform future policy on best practices for schools dealing with ADHD. Attending a focus group with other TAs who also work with children with ADHD could provide networking opportunities. Findings from the study will be included in an academic journal article which participants may access to inform their professional work.
7.  Will I be recorded?
Yes, the focus groups will be recorded to enable the researchers to listen back to the participants’ contributions. Your comments may be included in the article. However, as all participants will be kept anonymous, your contributions will not be identifiable.
8.  Who is organising the research?
Both Dr Charlotte Greenway and Alison Rees Edwards are organising the research. They have already undertaken an online study which focuses on ADHD and has experience in interviewing participants for research.
9.  Who has ethically reviewed the research?
The research has received ethical approval from UWTSDs Research Ethics Committee. 
10.  Whom can I contact if I need further information?
Dr Charlotte Greenway
Yr Athrofa/Institute of Education Academic Discipline: Psychology
UWTSD
Carmarthen campus
College Road
Carmarthen
SA31 3EP
E-mail: c.greenway@uwtsd.ac.uk

Mrs Alison Rees Edwards
Yr Athrofa/Institute of Education Academic Discipline: Early Years
UWTSD
Carmarthen campus
College Road
Carmarthen
SA31 3EP
E-mail: a.rees-edwards@uwtsd.ac.uk






Study Consent Form

I understand that this research study is being carried out by Charlotte Greenway and Alison Rees Edwards and that taking part in this study will involve being part of a focus group of TAs.
The focus group will take approximately one-hour, and will be recorded. 
I understand that participation in this study is entirely voluntary and I am free to withdraw participation at any time without giving a reason.  I am aware that if I have concerns about the study, I can discuss these concerns with the researcher at any time during or after the study.
I understand that the information provided by me will be held confidentially, with a code or pseudonym assigned in place of my name. These data will be stored in accordance with the Data Protection Act.
I also understand that at the end of the study I will be provided with a debrief form and the opportunity to discuss any issues with the researchers.



I, ___________________________________ (NAME) consent to participate in the study conducted by Charlotte and Alison, University of Wales Trinity Saint David  



Participant Signature:  _______________________________________________
Date:                              ___________________

Name and signature of researcher taking consent 
___________________________________________________________________
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