Object Analysis: El-Moghraqa Funerary Cone
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Fig 1: Cone Fragments from el-Moghraqa stamped with the prenomen Thutmose III and Hatshepsut, photographed by Joanne Clarke.
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Fig 2 Cone Fragment from el-Moghraqa, Stamped with Thutmose III and Hatshepsut, and Ahmose. (http://www.ucl.ac.uk/museums-static/digitalegypt//thebes/archive/uc37574.gif)
The Site at which the el-Moghraqa funerary cones were excavated was discovered in 1996 by Doctor Moain Sadeq while dunes were removed to do cultivation, the site itself was excavated from 1996-1999 by the Palestinian Department of Antiquities[footnoteRef:1]. The Site itself is located 700m north of Wadi Gaza, the cones themselves were found amongst the walls excavated.[footnoteRef:2] Funerary Cones are typically found above the chapel of the tomb and allow entry of family, priests, and strangers[footnoteRef:3] to the tomb, like a sort of ‘passport’ so to say, or even as simple as labels[footnoteRef:4]. They usually have the name of the person of the adjacent tomb or his wife, the el-Moghraqa funerary cone depicted in F2 have the stamp of Thutmose III and Hatshepsut with the name of Ahmose whom was the overseer of the royal harem, ‘father nurse’, and overseer of cattle.[footnoteRef:5] This is typical of the era, as royal tombs and those associated with the royal house of Egypt were able to afford or were gifted court tombs after they died and funerary cones were stamped on their behalf.[footnoteRef:6]  Most of the Funerary Cones are found in or around Thebes, or nearby sites such as Abydos, Naqada, Dendera, and Armant. These sites are relatively close to Thebes so the practise was likely adopted from Thebes.[footnoteRef:7] Most of the Cones are also found in or around court tombs, either above the door, within the walls or even placed within papyri.[footnoteRef:8] The el-Moghraqa site is likely a satellite settlement of Thebes which explains the use of Funerary Cones in the area.[footnoteRef:9] [1:  L. Steel, W P Manley, J Clarke, M Sadeq. 2004. The Antiquities Journal.  Egyptian ‘Funerary Cones’ from El-Moghraqa, Gaza. Pp319-333.]  [2:  L. Steel, W P Manley, J Clarke, M Sadeq. 2004. The Antiquities Journal.  Egyptian ‘Funerary Cones’ from El-Moghraqa, Gaza. Pp319-333.]  [3:  John Gardner Wilkinson. 1847. The Manners and Customs of the Ancient Egyptians: Including Their Private Life, Government, Laws, Arts, Manufactures, Religion, Agriculture and Early History, Volume 5. Oxford University Press.]  [4:  http://www.funerarycones.com/Functions (12/03/18)]  [5:  http://www.ucl.ac.uk/museums-static/digitalegypt//thebes/archive/uc37574.gif (11/03/18)]  [6:  John Gardner Wilkinson. 1847. The Manners and Customs of the Ancient Egyptians: Including Their Private Life, Government, Laws, Arts, Manufactures, Religion, Agriculture and Early History, Volume 5. Oxford University Press.]  [7:  http://www.ancient-origins.net/artifacts-other-artifacts/examining-cryptic-grave-goods-what-are-ancient-egyptian-funerary-cones-020736 (12/03/18)]  [8:  http://www.ancient-origins.net/artifacts-other-artifacts/examining-cryptic-grave-goods-what-are-ancient-egyptian-funerary-cones-020736 (12/03/18)]  [9:  L. Steel, W P Manley, J Clarke, M Sadeq. 2004. The Antiquities Journal.  Egyptian ‘Funerary Cones’ from El-Moghraqa, Gaza. Pp319-333.] 

The cones themselves were usually fired with clay taken from the Nile, and also cone shaped, hence the name awarded to them, other shaped could be pyramid shaped, or even horn shaped but most are the traditional conical shape.[footnoteRef:10] The fragments shown in the around 5cm long, however funerary cones can have ranged from 6inches to afoot long, the diameter can be up to 13cm.[footnoteRef:11] The stamps are usually applied before the firing of the clay and almost always stamped with the date of whomever is ruling at the time, as shown in F1 and F2.[footnoteRef:12] [10:  http://www.ancient-origins.net/artifacts-other-artifacts/examining-cryptic-grave-goods-what-are-ancient-egyptian-funerary-cones-020736 (12/03/18)]  [11:  http://www.funerarycones.com/Length_and_Width/Length_and_Width.html (11/03/18)]  [12:  http://www.ancient-origins.net/artifacts-other-artifacts/examining-cryptic-grave-goods-what-are-ancient-egyptian-funerary-cones-020736 (12/03/18)] 
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