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Case study 1
According to NSPCC (2024), adults need to be able to notice these signs that a child or young person might be distressed and must ask them the appropriate questions about what might have caused this. Joanna's bruises and her temperament over the last few weeks have raised some alarm bells, with the change in her mood and the bruises on her body, we must ask the correct questions and raise these concerns accordingly. Furthermore, according to Section 47 of the children's act 1989 (2024), it is a legal provision that requires a local authority to investigate if a child is suspected of abuse or harm, this connects to Johanna as there were bruising on her ribs and her kind and outgoing temperament changed over the weeks, this is highly suspicious and must be taken further. According to cpdonline (2024), if there is evidence of physical abuse on the child, a body map can be used to identify where this is and what colour the injuries are. In johanna’s case, we as practitioners must record any detail about where the bruise is on her body and what injury it is, this is very important in gathering any evidence on what abuse Johanna may be experiencing at home. 
According to NICE.org (2024), The 2015 revision of ‘Working together to safeguard children’ sets out the expectations on individual services to safeguard and promote the welfare of children. This highlights the importance of making sure Johanna is safe and if there is abuse going on then it is the duty of each individual role to safeguard Johanna and doing anything necessary to keep her safe or remove her from harms way. Following up from noticing Johanna’s strange behaviour and the bruises on her ribs, the information that we have noticed from her must be recorded for the protection and the safeguarding of Johanna, while recording these findings, us as professionals must stick to fact and record the information as accurately as possible. According to GOV.uk (2024), all practitioners should be confident of the processing conditions, which allow us to store, and share, the information that they need to carry out their safeguarding role. Information which is relevant to safeguarding will often be data which is considered ‘special category personal data’ meaning it is sensitive and personal. In accordance with guidance, Johanna was sat down in a private area and questioned on her bruises and moods over the last few weeks, Johanna was visibly upset and did not want to answer any of the questions asked of her. Furthermore as mentioned again by GOV.uk (2024),  According to GOV.uk (2024), Practitioners should make an immediate referral to local authorities children's social care if they believe that a child has suffered harm or is likely to do so. Furthermore, Information sharing decisions should be recorded, whether or not the decision is taken to share. If the decision is to share, reasons should be cited including what information has been shared and with whom, in line with organisational procedures.
Some issues with detecting child abuse can vary, issues such as observations, questioning techniques, assumption making and reporting information accurately. According to save the children.net (2024), Children as young as seven described why they thought social workers were visiting their families, and what they thought about it. It was clear from the children and young people’s accounts that there was often disagreement with what they took to be the professionals’ concerns, this evidence connects to Johanna’s case as many younger children would deny accusations and be adamant that the abuse or neglect they are experiencing is not as bad or they believe that they are not being abused alltogether, we as professionals must investigate either way due to the reason that differintiating between denial and not being abused is very hard to figure out. In Johanna’s case, we must be careful to not assume anything unfactual, however it is our duty of care to investigate further and ensure the safety of the child either way, and whether the childs denies these accusations or not.
The issues with observation of possible child abuse is due to the fact that we could be observing something and it could be an accident if they have bruises. According to scie.org (2024), Injuries caused by accidents are not uncommon in children, becoming less common as the child develops and grows. This means that recognising the signs of physical abuse in children can be especially difficult and leave practitioners unsure of what may be abusive, this highlights the fact that Johanna’s bruises could be an accident, or it could be a sigh of abuse, but the fact remains that this instance must be investigated either way.
According to GOV.uk (2024), for schools’ staff , concerns should be reported via the schools’ or colleges’ designated safeguarding lead. The safeguarding lead will usually decide whether to make a referral to children’s social care. Furthermore, it is important to keep confidentiality during this process but it is also very important to make the process as easy as possible for the child and to keep Johanna informed in what is happening. It will be the safeguarding lead’s jon in taking this further. According to cpd online (2024), In any instance, a referral that concerns a child’s safety must be taken seriously; failure to do so would not only be unlawful but it may put a child in danger and, in extreme circumstances, their life may be put at risk as a consequence. According to UNICEF (2024), The child protection policy is a critical part of reaching the Sustainable Development Goals to ensure that children grow up in a safe and supportive environment, In Johanna’s school this policy will in be in place and we as professionals must ensure we follow this policy. According to gov.uk (2024), the two main frameworks that must be followed in the event of suspected child abuse or child abuse it the childrens act 1989, and the childrens act 2004.
The schools clear guidance on what their responsibilities and procedures of the childs safety is paramount for the child and ensuring that Johanna is safe from abuse, that is why if we report earlier the outcome of johanna’s case will be better for her and her safety in the long run. According to withersworldwide.com (2024), schools are reminded of the need of obligations under the human rights act 1998, and the equality act 2010 and the multi-agency safeguarding arrangements in place to permeate safeguarding approaches and decisions at all stages. This highlights the approaches and policies that school staff must follow to snure they are safeguarding correctly and to the best of their ability, these approaches and procedures will make a massive difference on whether Johanna will have a positive outcome or not. Acording to jltsfamilyservices (2024), those children who live in chaotic homes or abusive homes are less likely to be succesful, and those living with domestic abuse are unfortunately are the children who are most overlooked or forgotten. If Johanna is overlooked or forgotten, this could be detrimental to her progress and development into the future, and even in the most serious cases, Johanna could be in a situation that could end up being fatal.
Adding onto the last statement, a holistic approach is cheaper and more effective that a tick-boc peadiatric referral, and if done well, is 100% more likely to correctly identify the root cause of the root cause and ensure that any intervention offered is appropriate and affects positive change for the child and their family, this will be extremely helpful in Johanna’s case due to the fact that we still dont know the root problem and by approaching this problem holistically, it may make a very positive impact and change on Johanna’s life in general, and maye correctly identify any intervention that may be needed to safeguard Johanna and ensure she is safe and well looked after. 
As stated by UNICEF (2024), the convention has 54 articles that cover all areas ofa childs life and sets out all the specific rights that all children everywhere and from any background are entitled to. Furthermore, it also explains how important our role is in ensuring every single child can enjoy and benefit from these specific rights that are designed to safeguard and protect children from any kind of harm. Adding on to that, every single article is linked and no one article is more important than another, each individual article makes a difference in safeguarding the child and has changed child protection for the better over the last couple of years, however us working in education and any sector who works with children must make sure these articles are adhered to and we must make sure that these safeguarding policies are all met, these make a difference whether the child gets the best care that they need in their specific situation that they need help with.
The right to relax and play (Article 31) and the right to freedom of expression (Article 13) have equal importance as the right to be safe from violence (Article 19) and the right to education (Article 28), these are all examples of the articles that relate to Johanna’s case, in article 13 she has a right to freedom of expression and to express her concerns on what is happening to her. Furthermore, with article 19 she also has the right to equal importance as the right to be safe from violence, these have all given Johanna a voice and ensure that she is safeguarded from harm, with us as professionals implementing these articles as she doesn't have a big voice to protect herself with just yet, however this does not mean that she is any less important, she is a vulnerable child who still has a right to live, develop, and learn peacefully and safe from harms way. Whether Johanna’s outcome ends up that she has been abused or whether it was just an accident and going through a funny time, at least us as professionals have followed the correct frameworks, policies and guidelines given and made sure that the role of teacher assistant was done correctly to safeguard Johanna either way. 
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