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Blog Post: Racism and inequality amongst citizens in a multiracial country.

Citizens of the nation aside, if you have come across, visited, or heard about Malaysia, the first thing that would come to mind is the abundance of races, religions, cultures, and traditions that the country prides itself in being a multiracial country. It is well known and surmised that any country with occupants who do not share the same cultural and ethnic backgrounds would be bound to cause the rise in certain negative feelings due to differences, restrictions, and at times, blatant dislike and disregard due to the unacceptance of another person who looks and possibly speak different from ourselves. 

It would be senseless of me to give a detailed explanation on the racial issues in this country without first addressing the races and cultures, traditions, religions, and, the people who make up and live in this country. As aforementioned, Malaysia is a multiracial country that is renowned for its deep cultural richness and vibrant diversity that lives in harmony with each other to make up our beautiful country. The common races you would come across here are Malay, Chinese, and Indians, as well as smaller minorities such as indigenous cultures such as Iban, Kadazan, and many more. Beneath the surface of rich multiracial harmony however lies complex issues and societal unacceptance that plagues the citizens of the country until today. In order to get a deep dive into this racial discussion, one would have to delve into the history of the country and how independence was achieved amongst the various nations and people in the country after the British rule, however, I do not intend do give you a snoozefest of a history lesson, so lets dive into the current experiences and issues faced by the nations people today.

The first pressing issue racially that is faced by the citizens of the nation is the economic disparities that arise from different racial groups. Now I know I said no history lessons, but please bear with me as the major cause of this disparity stems from The New Economic Policy (NEP) that was developed in 1971. Now the main aim of this policy being developed was actually the opposite, to address racial inequalities with the promotion of economical racial equity.  While being a successful policy, the policy also led to the Malay population to have major perceived advantages of the other races.  Due to this, there is understandable resentment and general disagreement from the other races, such as the Chinese and Indian communities in the country, as they often face more barriers I seizing opportunity advantages in the economy. In my personal opinion, and I am certain may share the same, our country that hails itself as a multiracial country should double down on their pride and actually provide not just racial harmony, but also racial equality in the country, as being a majority in the country doesn’t mean the other citizens are not Malaysians just like you. Another example of racial inequality and disparity is also the blatant racism disguised as preferences in the economy of the country, such as when a job being offered requires a Chinese or Mandarin speaker qualification, when the job role and specifications do not require for the employee to ever use the Chinese language.







This issue further delves into various sectors, such as the education systems of the country. Our education system in Malaysia is very obviously abundant with racial imbalances. I myself, as a student, have seen how these unfair systems operate, with an obvious advantage to the Malay races, such as them often being awarded government scholarships and programs to help them advance their tertiary education which is paid for by the government. Indian and Chinese students do not have access to such privileges, which in turn often erects barriers for them to advance professionally in the future. Even the crux of the country, the Malaysian Government, and the political representation in the country is hugely and predominantly based on racial groups and race standings in the country, with political parties such as The Malaysian Chinese Association (MCA), The Malaysian Indian Congress (MIC), as well as the United Malays National Organization (UMNO).

Let us also not forget a common occurrence with multiracial nations, the stereotyping amongst people based on race. Citizens of the nation always stereotype each other, an example, and don’t quote me on this as I am obliged to say I do not agree with these statements, but a general common stereotype in the country is that Malay communities are lazy and less intelligent, Chinese communities are not hygienic, and Indian communities are often prescribed as gangsters and drunkards. Now although there are some truth in these claims, it is purely individual, and races as a whole should not suffer by being stereotyped as a collective unit of these negative perceptions. The media in the country also does not do this issue any favors, as the media that often shapes public perceptions often showcase coverage that pinpoints races, as well as non-inclusive reporting, causing public discourses and the rise of more racial stereotypes amongst the nation. These biased portrayal of races will further cause racial discourse and birth more racism in the country as a whole. I would delve further in detail into all of my points but this is a blogpost, not a thesis, so I hope you enjoyed reading this insight into a little of the racial problems faced by Malaysians. 
















Blogpost 2: Diverse Culinary Food and Delicacies in Malaysia.

As you now know a little about the complex racial issues in the country, lets delve into something a little less heavy, but also still somehow related to the various races and cultures in the country. I mean, what do you expect, we are a multiracial country after all, almost everything coincides with the races living here.  The country isn’t just known for its multiracial harmony (and its lack thereof), but also for the multitude of delicacies and diverse culinary treats. This diverse food repertoire is a reflection of the various races, cultures, and traditions fostered in the country.
Now I could easily just list out the main or most popular and well-known Malaysian delicacies and dishes that are for a lack of a better word, the bestsellers amongst citizens and tourists alike, but that would be no fun and void of any personality for you, the reader, so I will instead list my favorites from the vast selection one might come across when scouring for a scrumptious bite in our busy streets. 
Nasi Lemak
Now I know I said it was my own personal list, but it would be a crime if I did not include the country’s national dish in this, as I myself am also addicted to it, despite the undesirable advice from my doctor to cut my consumption of this dish as I had elevated cholesterol levels. Considered and hailed as the national dish of Malaysia, nasi lemak, which directly translated means “fat rice”, you can now see why even the name of the dish would inflict a rise in cholesterol and fat. The dish is made up of coconut milk cooked rice, roasted peanuts, fried anchovies, as well as cucumber slices and a spicy paste made of chili known as sambal.  The dish is commonly paired with a boiled egg, but there are tons of variations, with fried eggs, bullseyes, fried chicken, rendang chicken, and so on.  This combo of savoury and spicy ingredients make this dish an amazing experience for your senses.
Satay
Satay, which is a dish made of meat, is a skewered grilled meat stick that is infamous amongst the citizens of the country. Satays are one of if not the most popular street food in Malaysia, originating from Indonesian cuisine heritage. The meat that is skewered can be either chicken, lamb, or beef, but if you look hard enough you may even come across some that are made of fish, and of course, pork. The chosen meat is marinated in a mixture of savoury spices, and then placed on an open grill that is physically fanned by the chef as the meat cooks. The dish is served with the side of peanut sauce, onions, cucumbers, as well as ketupat if wanted. Ketupat are well known in Malaysia, and are essentially rice cakes. The smoky grilled meat pairs beautifully with the sweet peanut sauce, overwhelming your taste buds with meat-lovers heaven. 

Roti Canai
Ask anyone what comes to mind when mentioning Indian food in this country and they will immediately say ‘‘roti canai’’ in unison. Roti canai is crispy tasty bread dish that is eaten with curries such as chicken, fish, mutton, as well as dhal, which is lentil curry. The dough used to make the bread is stretched out and folded many times as the dish is being made, in order to make it crispy, fluffy, and soft, which is then fried on the pan, before being served hot to mouth-watering customers. This dish was initially made as a breakfast meal, as all bread dishes are, but the versatility and popularity of roti canai struck high demands within the nation, and now one may order It in any Indian or mamak (Indian-muslim) restaurant at any given time. I myself can swallow three to four of these without so much as flinching. 

Teh Tarik
Now that I have suggested some unforgettable dishes, let us now follow up on those with a beverage choice of mine. Another addition of a national dish to this list, Teh Tarik is often considered as the country’s national drink, although that may be up for debate amongst the community. Directly translated to Pulled Tea, this tea drink is just your average tea, with a small twist. Made with condensed milk to give it a sweet flavour, the tea is quite literally pulled from one glass to another, being poured back and forth into two glasses to give it a creamy frothy top, adding a much-desired texture to the tea. This beverage is a staple in any coffee shops and Indian restaurants, possibly only challenged by coffee, which is argued to be the number one drink in the country. I remember making myself almost seven cups of teh tarik one day at home during my secondary school years, which I should add is not advisable at all, due to the high sugar content in condensed milk, but hey, you only live once. Hungry yet?























Blogpost 3: Marching to the beat of one’s own drum.

Now as you may have surmised from the blogpost title, this third blogpost will be almost completely different from the previous two blogs. I initially intended to write about the various rich musical history and culture Malaysia boasts, but decided not to, in all honesty, as it didn’t appeal to me and I just didn’t want to. With that being said, I couldn’t make this blogpost about something unrelated to music with my clever selection of the blogpost title, so this blog will focus on the single musical instrument that I play, or am currently learning to play, the drums. Drumroll please. 
As this isn’t an autobiography, and I doubt anyone is interested in the history of how I found out about and started playing drums, we’ll keep this completely educational. We’re also not in a lecture here, so grant me some leeway in skipping the entire history lesson on drums. Instead, let us look at the cool parts about drums and drumming as a whole.
Anatomy
As you know, the drums are probably the only instrument with more than one piece. Don’t quote me on this as I may be wrong, I said probably.  The drums, or drum set, is made up of several components. The bass drum is the anchor of the instrument, providing the foundational beat of any drumming rhythm. It is played by stepping on the foot pedal, and is located at the base of the drum set, which is also why I thought it was called the base drum for years. Next, we have the centerpiece, the snare. The snare is positioned in the middle of the drum-set, ideally between the hi-hat and the bass drum. Note the usage of the word ideally, as with drumming, the drummer can move the drum set components in different places according to his comfortability and convenience. The snare is played with pair of your trusty drumsticks, not the chicken kind. No idea why I said that, every other component other than the bass drum is played with drumsticks, the snare isn’t that special. The hi-hat comprises of two cymbals that is mounted on the stand beside the snare, and a drummer can alter the sound the hi-hat produces according to whether he steps on the pedal when hitting it or not. Other cymbals of the drum-set which are considered secondary are the crash and ride cymbals, and there are three tom-toms, which are basically similar to the snare but produces slightly varying sounds. 

Now that we’ve learnt our ABC’s, let’s move on to forming words and sentences. Now that you know the skeleton of the instrument, let’s get to its flesh. There isn’t just one style or way to play the drums, a drummer can enjoy playing various techniques and styles depending on their skill levels. That being said, to get to the flesh we have to first feel the muscles inside it. The foundation. The foundation of any drumming style is the rudiments, which are the basic patterns such as the paradiddle, flam, and the drum roll. Once a drummer has mastered these basic rudiments, they can go on to jam in different styles, which are the Rock Drumming, Jazz Drumming, Latin Drumming, as well as Electronic Drumming. All these styles are pretty self-explanatory, and a drummer will play them according to the genre, beat, and song they are playing to. Keeping this short and sweet, like the overdose of condensed milk I put in my tea in the previous blog, drumming, like all other instruments, are a versatile and enjoyed form of art that has been here for ages, and whether you are a professional seasoned drummer or a newcomer to the art form, knowing a little more about the instrument you play is always beneficial in appreciating it more. And if you don’t play it, well, you should be appreciative as well, my hands hurt so badly trying to master the paradiddle, please appreciate me. Lastly but not least, never forget that regardless of what instrument or art form you play, giving it your all and deriving enjoyment and pleasure from the instrument is key. 
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