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Child abuse is a worldwide issue it happens everywhere no matter what the colour, race, or religion. The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) is a convention that recognises and protects children's human rights. The United Nations General Assembly overwhelmingly adopted it in 1989, and it is the most widely accepted international human rights treaty. The Convention is divided into 54 articles, the majority of which grant children and young people social, economic, cultural, civil, and political rights, while others specify how governments must publicise or execute the Convention (2019).
The Child Act 2004 is a UK statute that was enacted in 2004 to establish a framework for the care and protection of children in England and Wales. The Act specifies the function of the Children's Commissioner as well as the obligations of local governments and other organisations in ensuring and promoting the welfare of children (Brearley, 2022).
While the Child Act 2004 is founded on UNCRC principles and strives to safeguard and promote children's rights in the UK, it is a domestic law, and its provisions apply solely inside the UK. The Children's Commissioner is an independent office bearer in England who oversees promoting and defending children's rights. The job was created under the Children Act of 2004.The duty of the Children's Commissioner is to increase understanding of children's and young people's perspectives and interests in England. Research and increase awareness of issues affecting the well-being of children in England, particularly those who are disadvantaged or marginalised. Give guidance and information on child well-being to children and young people, parents, and anyone who work with children. Monitor and report on the efficacy of children's policies and services in England, and Advocate for children's rights and best interests in England (2022). 
The children Act 2004 places a duty on key person and organisations to make arrangement are carried out regarding the need to safeguard and promote the welfare of children. Those covered by this new duty in the Children Acts 2004 (Participation, 2004).
The children Act 2004 set the basis for the establishment of Children's Services Authority, Children's Trusts, and the creation of the job of Director of Children's Services.
Generally, the Act has been viewed as a step forward in fostering greater integration of children's health, education, and social care services. It has also aided in the promotion of a more collaborative approach among various organisations involved in child protection, and the implementation of the Common Assessment Framework (CAF) has been viewed as a good step towards improved early intervention and issue prevention. Nevertheless, some opponents believe that the Act does not go far enough in tackling concerns such as child poverty and inequality, and that more must be done to address these issues to enhance child outcomes.
 while the Children Act of 2004 has had some accomplishments in improving outcomes for children in the UK, there is still much more work to be done to address some of the underlying difficulties and disparities that affect children's lives.
 The department of education is responsible for ensuring the safety and wellbeing of children and young people in education and childcare setting and for overseeing the work of local authorities in safeguarding children. The National Society for prevention of cruelty to children (NSPCC) is a charity that works to protect children from abuse and neglect and provide support and guidance to professionals working with children (NSPCC,2019).
section 175 of the Education Act 2002 places a duty on local Authorities and on school and college governing bodies to make arrangement to safeguard and promote the welfare of children (Participation, 2004).
The children Act 1989 places a duty on local authorities to safeguard and promote the welfare of children in need in their area. The Children Act 1989 is a UK statute that establishes the legal foundation for children's protection and welfare. The act applies to all children in England and Wales and addresses a variety of topics such as child protection, parental responsibility, adoption, and the role of local governments in child protection (Participation,1989).
 The Children and Families Act 2014 is legislation approved by the United Kingdom Parliament. Its goal is to increase assistance for children and families, especially those with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND). The Act altered the way assistance is offered to children and families in numerous ways. The Children and Families Act 2014 is a UK legislation that defines parents' and carers' rights and obligations in child rearing. It also includes provisions to promote children's welfare and ensure that their perspectives are heard in areas impacting their lives (Peacey, 2015). 
[bookmark: _Hlk130558026]The Care Quality Commission (CQC) is England's independent health and social care regulator. It was founded in 2009 under the Health and Social Care Act of 2008, and it oversees regulating and inspecting a wide range of health and social care services, including hospitals, GP offices, care homes, home care companies, and mental health services. The CQC's principal goal is to guarantee that health and social care services offer individuals with safe, effective, compassionate, and high-quality treatment. The CQC's ratings and reports are open to the public and can help consumers make informed decisions about their treatment while also offering feedback to providers on where they can improve Jonker & Fisher,( 2018)
While the Care Quality Commission (CQC) plays an important role in regulating health and social care services in England, the organisation has received some criticism. Among the most popular objections of Inconsistency in inspections with certain services receiving excellent ratings from one inspector yet receiving low ratings from another. There have been concerns raised concerning the transparency of the CQC's inspection reports, with some individuals believing that the reports are difficult to interpret and may not offer enough detail about the specific faults detected during inspections. Jonker & Fisher, (2018)

Several opponents say that the CQC's inspections and enforcement measures have had little influence on increasing care quality, and that more needs to be done to assist health and social care providers in improving their services. Bias towards large providers: There have been concerns that the CQC's inspection and regulating operations tend to focus more on major providers, while smaller providers may not receive the same amount of scrutiny. The CQC has been chastised for not having enough resources to carry out its duties efficiently. This has raised worries that certain services may not be examined as regularly as they should be, or that inspections may be insufficiently comprehensive Jonker & Fisher, (2018).

The UK has rules and practises for protecting children from abuse, neglect, and exploitation of any kind. Several organisations, agencies, and municipal authorities that work with children adopt and execute these policies and procedures (Education, 2022).The policies and procedures are in place to make sure that everyone who deals with children, including teachers, social workers, healthcare professionals, and volunteers, is aware of what to do if they suspect child abuse or that the kid is in danger (Education, 2022). Safeguarding policies and procedures this may involve conducting investigations, assessing risk, and implanting protective measures to ensure the child’s safety. Safeguarding is an important responsibility for all individuals and organisations that work with vulnerable people, and it is essential for promoting a safe and healthy society. This should include clear guidance on how to identify and respond to concerns about a child’s welfare and safety. Child protection procedures is if there is evidence that a child is at risk of harm, abuse, or neglect. Preventative measures, early intervention, reporting and addressing problems, as well as on-going assistance and care for individuals who need it, are just a few of the several techniques that may be used to safeguard person who has experienced harm and care. It often involves working with multiple agencies and professionals including social workers, health professionals, law enforcement and community organisations. Working with many different agencies and professions, such as social workers, health care providers, police enforcement, and community organisations, is frequently required when identifying and responding to concerns of safeguarding policies and procedures (M; M. 2011).
In the last twenty year there is two high profile case: Victoria Climbie in February 2000 and Arthur Labinjo-Hughes in June 2020. 
Victoria Climbie was a young girl born in the Ivory Coast in1991 and died in London in February 2000.She was a victim of abuse and neglect by her guardians, her great aunt Marie-Therese Kouao, and her partner Carl Manning. She was subjected to horrific abuse and eventually died from her injuries. Victoria’s death led to a public inquiry and major review of child protection service in the UK (M; 2011). The failing of safeguarding in this case of Victoria Climbie was a tragic example of multiple failures Relevant government officials were aware of Victoria. Several organisations and professionals took notice of her (doctors, nurses, housing officers, social workers, police officers).
 Victoria's case was brought to the attention of four social services agencies—Ealing, Brent, Haringey, and Enfield—three housing authorities, two police child protection teams—Brent and Haringey—as well as a family support centre run by the National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children in Tottenham (NSPCC).in safeguarding and child protection. Communication was poor between the different agencies involved in Victoria’s care, including social services, healthcare, and police (M; 2011). This meant that vital information about Victoria’s welfare was not shared effectively between agencies and key opportunities to intervene and protect her were missed. Despite numerous assessment indications that Victoria was at risk, professional failed to carry out a comprehensive assessment of her needs and circumstances. This also means that her level of risk was not accurately identified, and appropriate action was not taken to protect her. Many of the professionals involved in Victoria’s case lacked the appropriate training and skills to identify and respond to signs of abuse and neglect, they were not able to take effective action to protect her from harm (M; 2011).
[bookmark: _Hlk130510531]The Laming report had a considerable influence on child protection services in the United Kingdom, leading to changes in law and the implementation of new policies and procedures to enhance the safety and well-being of vulnerable children. Both the Laming report and “Every Child Matters” programme was concerned with child protection and welfare services in the United Kingdom, although they were not released at the same time (Inquiry, V.C. 2003).
“Every Child Matters” project and the Laming report recommendations aided in the improvement of child protection and welfare services in the United Kingdom. Both the project and the report resulted in major changes in policy and practise, with an emphasis on improving outcomes for children and young people (Inquiry, V.C. 2003).
The Laming report, on the other hand, emphasised the failings of child protection agencies in the case of Victoria Climbié and offered several suggestions to improve the system. The study resulted in legislative reforms, notably the Children Act 2004, which established a new framework for enhancing child protection services in the United Kingdom. The study also resulted in improved training and assistance for frontline personnel, as well as increased responsibility for individuals working in child protection agencies. (Inquiry, V.C. 2003).
Both Every Child Matters programme and the Laming report served to raise awareness of the need of child protection and welfare services in the UK, resulting in considerable system reforms. (Inquiry, V.C. 2003).
Every Child Matters programme established a clear framework for enhancing children's well-being and worked to promote awareness of the need of helping children and young people across many organisations and sectors. It stressed the need of coordination and collaboration across many agencies and stakeholders, which resulted in improvements in the delivery of services and support to children and families. (Inquiry, V.C. 2003).
 The” Every Child Matters” project was begun in 2003, and the Laming report was released a few months later. The Laming report was a government-commissioned assessment on Victoria Climbié's death and the inadequacies of child protection agencies in her instance, whereas “Every Child Matters” programme was a larger policy framework aiming at improving outcomes for all children and young people in the UK. (Inquiry, V.C. 2003).
"Every Child Matters was the goal of improving outcomes for children and young people. The programme was founded on the notion that every child has the right to be healthy, safe, to enjoy and accomplish, to make a constructive contribution, and to attain economic well-being.
[bookmark: _Hlk130511059]The Victoria Climbie case exposed serious flaws in the UK's child protection system, such as poor communication and information sharing among agencies, insufficient training and support for workers, and a lack of effective supervision and accountability systems. It also emphasised the devastation caused by domestic violence on children and the need for more effective interventions to safeguard children who are at danger of harm (Garrett, 2006).
There was a culture of blame and defensiveness within some of the agencies involved in Victoria’s care reluctance to share information and accept responsibility for mistakes. This culture prevented effective multi-agency working and hindered efforts to protect Victoria (Garrett, 2006).
Arthur Labinjo- Hughes was a 6-year-old boy who was tragically killed in Birmingham UK in 2020.Arthur had suffered months of abuse and neglect before his death. He was physically assaulted and poisoned with salt and left without medical attention for severe head injury. Thomas Hughes and his partner Emma Tustin was convicted of murder and child cruelty (Green, 2022).
In response to cases like Arthur Labinjo-Hughes', there have been calls for further improvements in the child protection system, such as better professional training and support, increased investment in early intervention services, and a greater emphasis on listening to children's and families' perspectives and experiences.
The terrible case of Arthur Labinjo-Hughes demonstrates that, while major advances in child protection have been made over the previous two decades, there is still much more work to be done to guarantee that vulnerable children are identified and safeguarded from harm (Green, 2022).
It is also worth mentioning that the COVID-19 epidemic may have affected professionals' capacity to recognise and respond to child safety problems, as many services were disrupted, and families were more isolated than normal. Yet, it is critical to emphasise that the underlying concerns in situations like these extend beyond the epidemic and are frequently systemic and long-standing.
It is crucial to highlight that child protection is a complicated and difficult field, and a variety of variables can lead to incidents like this. A serious case review identified substantial shortcomings by numerous agencies in the child protection system, including social services, healthcare, school, and the police, in the case of Arthur Labinjo-Hughes. These flaws included lost opportunities to notice and intervene in Arthur's abuse and neglect, as well as a lack of compassion (Green, 2022).
Too many local authorities be failing to meet acceptable standards for child safeguarding where they are exposed to appalling neglect and criminal mistreatment. The agency put the right of biological parents ahead of vulnerable children when those parents are incapable of bringing up children. Social workers should be more assertive with dysfunctional parents.
 All these safeguarding policies procedures are in place for young people and children but unfortunately the policies do not always work. In case of Victoria Climbie there was lots of policies on safeguarding children yet failing to intervene when it was necessary. After laming report, a lot of change have been made and continuing to date, changing to make it work better yet still failing in the case of Arthur Labinjo-Hughes.
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