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AIM(S)

· To critically examine the management of habitats.


LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to demonstrate the ability to:

1. Comprehend the principles underpinning habitat evaluation.
2. Evaluate habitat monitoring techniques and protective edicts.
3. Consider the complexities of habitat management.

INDICATIVE CONTENT

· Habitat Science (physical, biological and chemical parameters).

· Monitoring of habitats e.g. ecological surveys- Phase I and NVC.

· Maintenance and management of habitats:

· Grasslands
· Woodland
· Agricultural land
· Hedgerows
· Sand dunes

· Management of people: volunteering (Review of Health and Safety and Risk assessment).

· Practical assessment of habitat management.

· Anthropogenic challenges (e.g vandalism).

· Surveying and interpreting animal behaviour as a mechanism for consequential habitat protection.


LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY

Lectures will introduce the students to the concepts, principles and practices. Tutorials and seminars will introduce practical examples which will be used to support the application, discussion, and critical evaluation of techniques learned. Case studies will also be used to develop understanding and application of the techniques. 

The allocation of teaching to deliver the module is:

	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	60
	30

	Independent learning
	140
	70

	Placement Learning
	0
	0

	TOTAL
	200
	100%



ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1 – Report 50%

Coursework	Report (2500 words)

Students will need to construct a site management plan in the form of an academic report.

Exemplar: 
Conduct a habitat audit of Craig y Nos Country Park in the Brecon Beacons. Critically appraise existing management protocols and linking that management to the observed audit, propose your on Habitat Management Plan for the next 10 year period.

Assessment Component 2 – (50%) 

Written Exam	(2 hours)
Students will sit a formal 2 hour examination covering all aspects of habitat management delivered throughout the module. Students will typically answer 2 questions from 4. 

Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	50

	Coursework
	50

	Practical
	0

	TOTAL
	100%









EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT (ESD)

	Does the module contribute to ESD?
	Yes 


	
	No  


	If yes please provide brief details (no more than 100 words):

Assessing and managing habitats is critical for the conservation, preservation and recycling of scarce valuable resources. Ecosystem services are rarely valued in an appropriate way and yet these systems protect against flooding, purify water, cleanse our air etc for free. Recent weather conditions have polarised opinion regarding protection of our natural habitats, particularly in the case of flooding and carbon sequestration. In this module students learn about the value of protecting resources such as peat beds not only for carbon storage, and biodiversity value but for economic reasons – the case of the Welsh Water Treatment plant costing million to clarify drinking water when the cause of the discoloration was manganese leaching, the result of overgrazing upland peat beds.  Protecting natural capita and preventing unnecessary economic spend are considerations of SD.
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