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Introduction
Within this report the writer will be researching into reasons for and against the return of the death penalty by using resourceful and up to date data. The information will be collected from a range of different sources such as websites, newspaper articles, government legislations and books. There are many theories in regard to how and why offenders are punished. Herring (2014) stated that there is no clear clarification or agreement into what punishment is other than it containing elements such as; 
· Being inflicted by the state 
· Enforced on law breaking individuals
· Must be unpleasant 
The controversy over the public’s opinion on the death penalty has been an ongoing debate for the past fifty years. (Cooper, 2015). The death penalty was a common form of punishment back in the 1500’s for crimes such as treason, robbery, murder, rape, arson and larceny (Dunt, 2009). It is extremely hard to believe how such methods were allowed to be used, the very thought of an individual being publically hanged, stoned, beheaded or shot is a sheer crime in itself. 
On the 8th of November 1965 the Murder (Abolition of Death Penalty) Act 1965 was introduced to British Law and 1973 in Northern Ireland. It was agreed by the British Parliament to abolish capital punishment in cases where by a person was convicted of murder or any offence connected to murder. As an alternative punishment any person found guilty of any crime associated with murder would face a life sentence in prison. The only exception being for an individual under the age of 18.  
Reasons for the return of the death penalty
Following research into the debate on capital punishment, the writer discovered that there are many reasons why some people believe that the death penalty should be re-introduced. In November 2010 YouGov carried out a survey, 74% of the public voted for the death penalty to be brought back (Cafe, 2011). Especially in cases of high profile murders such as serial killer Dr, Harold Shipman, Fred and Rosemary West and Terrorism (Edwards, 2015). In November 2018 even John Hayes, the former Conservative security minister openly stated that he agreed to the re-introduction of the death penalty, especially for the terror attack that took place at Westminster in 2017 (Simons, 2019).   
[image: ]In March 2017, Kentish and Walker (2017) from the Independent Newspaper published results of a survey carried out by YouGov. The statistics show that 53% of leave voters want to bring back the death penalty after the UK leave the European Union. 









Some reasons relating to these statistics could be because according to Herring (2014, p. 62). 
· “There is little evidence that imprisonment deters offenders from reoffending” 
· “The evidence that people can be reformed is inconclusive”
· “There is even evidence that prison may make people more likely to commit offences on their release” 
Following these statistics it is clear that the UK most definitely needs to be tougher on crime. Even the new shadow home secretary David Davis recently stated his views, he agrees with much of the public that the death penalty should be brought back for serial killers (DailyMail, 2019).

Reasons against the return of the death penalty
The writer discovered that the reasons against capital punishment far outweigh its justification. Above all of the controversy throughout the world, capital punishment clearly disobeys some of the most important human rights stated in the Human Rights Act - Every individual has “the right to life, liberty and personal security”. Freedom from torture and degrading treatment (Advocates For Human Rights, no date). UK Government introduced the Human Rights Act in 1998, it evidently enforces the right to life in Article 2. This means that every individual’s life is protected by the law (Human Rights Act 1998). In 2002 the legislation updated its protocol 13 and announced that the death penalty will be abolished including cases that are war related (Equality and Human Rights Commission, 2018). 
ListLand.com was a useful source of information due to their research into reasons why the death penalty should be abolished. Their studies showed that criminals are not actually deterred from carrying out their crimes in countries that still enforce the death penalty. However, crime rates have declined in countries which have already abolished capital punishment. Worldwide, many innocent individuals have been wrongly sentenced to the death penalty; many more will unnecessarily lose their lives if the death penalty is re-introduced. Amnesty International also showed that they were against the death penalty as they stated:
“The death penalty legitimises an irreversible act of violence by the state and will inevitably claim innocent victims. As long as human justice remains fallible, the risk of executing the innocent can never be eliminated” (Curzi, 2017). 

Conclusion
The writer has concluded that there are many valuable reasons as to why the death penalty should be re-introduced. There proves to be evidence that much of the public and some Government members are in favor of the death penalty, most certainly in cases of serial killers. When a serial killer conflicts pain and subsequently murders their victim, it is pre-meditated and cold blooded. The killer does not think of the rights of their victim therefore what right does the killer have to live? However, the writer also understands the reasons against the death penalty, whereby innocent individuals have previously been sentenced to the death penalty; death is final and there is no turning back. Whilst carrying out this research the writer has discovered that the Human Rights Act 1998 over rules all other opinions on this matter, subsequently if there was to be any kind of agreement on the justification of capital punishment the law would have to be changed. 
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