Research Methodology 

Following on from the previous chapter in which key literature surrounding the historical context and background for policing policies and practice was analysed. This chapter aims to identify the most appropriate research model and approach when collecting data regarding the topic of how ethnic diversity/background impacts on current policing strategies.
 
The aim of this section of the project is to seek to analyse some important questions that have arisen during the research process. My aim is to look at two objectives within this subject. Firstly, ‘Stop and Search’. This includes understanding the policy and how it affects the public. Secondly, why there are lower numbers of ethnic minority applicants to join the police?
After analysing literature surrounding stop and search and the low numbers of ethnic minority joining the police this dissertation will question. 
· How is stop and search perceived by those from ethnic minority groups? 
· What would be your concerns when pursuing a career within the police?
· Do you feel policing policies treat those from ethnic minority fairly?
The research will be conducted fairly taking into consideration data protecting and keeping in mind the timescale needed also noting limitation and ethical consideration.

Research is defined as
‘ to study a subject in detail, especially in order to discover new information or reach a 
new understanding ‘ (Cambridge Dictionary, 2019).

This is particularly imperative within this topic. Until now, most research regarding ethnicity has mainly been driven by the police themselves, via the College of Policing often, it could be argued providing a ‘one-sided’ or biased outcome.
Bias can be an element prominent in both categories of research; primary and secondary. It is important to keep in mind bias when engaging in research and how this may be mitigated through an ethical approach. 
‘Understanding the distinction between primary and secondary data is fundamental in the realm of research, as it influences the research design, methodology, and analysis’. (Stewart, 2024). 
The collection of primary data is often taken via ‘first-hand’ experience. For example, it may have been beneficial during the Brixton Riots to have collected data and viewpoints from members of the public involved in the Riots in order to gain ‘first-hand’ experiences regarding the effects of policing policies in order, which could have impacted The Scarman Report (1986 ). 

 This data would have contained bias due to the individual viewpoints and experiences of those involved at the time. This dissertation acknowledges that due to the intended audience and information which it aims to capture, that bias of this viewpoints collected will be present in the data analysed.  Bias is an inevitable aspect of data collection and research when individual views and experiences are ascertained.  ‘Primary data is information collected firsthand for a specific research purpose. It is original and unprocessed, providing new insights directly relevant to the researcher's questions or objectives.’ (Stewart, 2024)
Secondary data, it can be argued, may be more subjective. As Valcheva (2020) describes, 
secondary data is not specific to the researchers needs and the quality of the data may be 
questionable. This considers several wide-ranging sources and information to inform a relevant topic. For purposes of this dissertation, within the previous chapter, secondary research was a vital factor in gaining a historical context and building a picture of previous issues and strategies undertaken by the police when addressing unrest between communities in which ethnic diversity was of a high percentage. Moving from this primary data will be imperative in order to collect current views particularly from groups which may have been under-represented within previous literature and research studies. 

Deducing the information from Stewart’s (2024) work we can see the importance for primary data and the fundamental benefit it has to fresh research. To further support this and a more precise way to collect primary data would be to utilise ‘The Research Onion.’
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Figure 1 – The Research Onion (Source : Tshitadi., 2024)

Tshitadi (2024) explains how impactful the research onion may be when collecting primary data. From the diagram above, it is shown that each layer of research has its own individual and specific technique. There are six layers in total. However, for purposes of this dissertation focus shall concentrate on the following aspects taken from each layer; deductive approach (research approaches: layer two) and survey’s (strategies: layer three).
It is however important, with bias in mind, to reference layer one, which Tshitadi (2024) describes as ‘Research Philosophy’. Tshitadi (2024) acknowledges that as the researcher your own views on the world and our current belief system impacts on the research strategy. This particularly should be acknowledged as from an ethnic minority background; would this research be as pertinent as a researcher from a White British background. 

Looking at the Research Onion (Tshitadi 2024), this dissertation will draw upon deductive approaches when posing the research question. (questionpro, 2023). From the literature discussed in chapter one, a hypothesis or questions was generated; has historical and previous context with regards to policing members of ethnic minority communities impacted on the numbers of individuals aspiring to join the force? The formulation of this hypothesis has then impacted on the design of the research study and data collection choices. Being able to utilise this technique will benefit and support the objective posed in the literature section of this work.   

The Primary data gathered was obtained via questionnaires or survey’s (layer three, Tshitadi 2024) 
Through utilising questionnaires this research ensures that a fair a widescale approach was considered (layer five, Tshitadi 2024), or a ‘cross-sectional approach’. Understanding feedback via the questionnaire is subjective given the circumstance, the choice of an online questionnaire is purposeful as it allows an individual to complete questions on their own device allowing the user to input honest data without the fare of being discriminated for their honest opinion. This also enables an inclusive approach as a large majority of the British public own some kind of handheld device. The general public are able to give a far more accurate indication of the primary data needed then prior research utilising the polices views. 
Due to the nature of this body of work a having a realistic timescale would support achieve an effective response. 

This section has identified key research approaches and principles which have impacted on the methodology when analysing data regarding the public’s opinion on policing within ethnic minority communities. Identifying the most appropriate methods and key limitations this chapter has looked at how the research has been conducted in the most ethical and reliable ways. 
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