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Introduction
Terrorism is a complex and multifaced issue that has grabbed the attention of the world through fear. Despite this putting a definition on terrorism remains a challenge due to the many forms of which terrorism can manifest itself, this report will look at some of these factors that affect the definition of terrorism and how we must adapt to the ever-developing nature of this crime, this report aims to analyse the various dimensions of the definition and the diverse perspectives, and the challenges associated with these characteristics of terrorism. 
Definitional challenges
One of the primary challenges with defining terrorism lies in the absence of a universally agreed-upon definition. This issue occurs due to the laws being different between countries, organisations and not being able to agree upon a unanimous decision being made between everyone. This is most easily seen by the UN who do not have a universally agreed definition of terrorism and instead of having a universal definition the UN aim to use their definition as a guidance to assist other members (United Nations Office on drugs and crime,2018). This source also helps us understand some of the implications of the absence of a universal definition of terrorism. For example, the lack of definition may cause the politicization of the and misuse of the term “terrorism” in order to prevent non-terrorist activities, this could then lead to the violation of the human rights of the citizens in the efforts of counter terrorism.  This lack of consensus leads to the next major issue with a lack if a complete definition of terrorism is that this term can now be left open to political influences and allowing states to use the term to further their own agendas by labelling certain groups as terrorist while portraying their own actions as the necessary measures against terrorism.  Many governments can also use this lack of a legal definition of terrorism to get laws or counter terrorism measures that tend to be harsher and more extreme that would be unlikely to be approved for any other purpose (Bruce, no date). Along with this governments can also use the loose definitions to spin a rhetoric that demonises their opponents and can allow them to oppress those who they don’t like under the umbrella of protection from terrorist attacks.  A recent example of this would be Guantanamo Bay which is used by the United States to detain and hold ‘enemy combatants’ without being charged or ever seeing trial (amnesty International UK, 2023).
 Legal Perspectives
From an international point of view the topic of the definition of terrorism has been attempted to be amended numerous times through legal frameworks. However, they have never been able to come to a comprehensive decision on terrorism due to negotiations being held back due to the distinction between terrorism and a struggle for self-determination. Due to this, countries often must develop their own laws and legislation to address terrorism and prevent any concerns for their domestic safety, for example in the United States they have The Patriot Act which defines terrorism as acts “dangerous to human life” that is in violation of the criminal laws of a state or the United States, if the act appears to be intended to intimidate or coerce a civilian population/ the policy of a government by intimidation or coercion (ACLU,2002). To sum this act up it gives the US law enforcement agencies more to prevent terrorist attacks by allowing federal agencies and public services alike to share information and evidence on potential plots and persons of interest (POIs), this act also allows federal agents to use court orders in order to obtain any business records from hardware stores and chemical plants in order to understand if a POI is collecting materials that can be used in bomb making for example (Chen,2022). Contrast this to the UK which defines terrorism as the use or threat of serious violence against a person or endangering a person’s life, serious damage to property or creating a serious risk to the health and safety of public or a section of the public and actions designed to seriously interfere with or disrupt an electronic system. These actions must be designed to influence the government /international government organisation or intimidate the public, the threats made must also be made for the purpose of advancing a political, religious, racial or ideological gain (Crown Prosecution Service, No date). As seen these tow definitions whilst harbouring the same objectives cover different bases when defining terrorism, it is worth noting that the US and UK both recognise the distinction between domestic and international terrorism and make their legal frameworks allow for the prosecution of individual involved in either form of terrorism.
Social and cultural dimensions
In order to fully understand and define terrorism it is imperative to understand the social dimensions. The societal factors of terrorism such as poverty, political repression and ethnic tensions are all massive contributors to the emergence of terrorism (Lia & Skjølberg,2004). These factors are a breeding ground for the foundation of terrorism due to the vast difference in either wealth or ideological beliefs can cause a society that festers hate towards one another leading to domestic or international terrorism. For example, political repression is Arguably one of the most crucial factors in contributing to the emergence of terrorism as when individuals lack their political or human rights they may turn to terrorism as a form of resistance and retaliation. Ethnic tensions is another of these major factors that can lead to terrorism festering, these tensions often serve as a catalyst as the competition between resources amongst ethnic groups which can fuel animosities escalating to violence  Another massive issue with defining terrorism is that it can appear differently across various cultures, some of these differences between cultures may be observed in tactics, motivations and the targets of the terrorism depending on the culture however this is not an absolute and there may be some overlap within sperate cultural groups. For example, when looking at motivation’s terrorism will often arise from political, religious or ethnic grievances, however the specific nature of these grievances is significantly different depending on where the issue is occurring and the culture of that area.
Contemporary Challenges
Defining terrorism in the modern era poses another challenge that has been a consistent issue to deal with which is the everchanging landscape of modern terrorism, this refers to the evolution of technology which has given the rise to newer and more difficult challenges when defining terrorism. For example, cyberterrorism involves the use of technology to conduct attacks on critical infrastructure to cause chaos and create an element of fear and intimidation within the public (Sheldon & Terrell Hanna,2022). The issue with cyberterrorism being an ever-changing issue is that we are unable to have a clear consensus on what constitutes cyberterrorism and therefore we are unable to properly police or address the issue effectively enough, an example of modern technology like cyberterrorism being used recently would be in 2022 when Russia launched a cyberterrorist attack against Viasat just hours before its major invasion into Ukraine (National Cyber Security Centre,2022). This example shows just how dangerous cyberterrorism attack can be and with the current definition of cyberterrorism of “cyberterrorism is the premeditated attack or threat thereof by non-state actors with the intent to use cyberspace to cause real world consequences in order to influence fear or coerce civilian, government, or non-government targets in pursuit of social or ideological objectives. Real world consequences include physical, psychological, political, economic, or otherwise that occur outside of cyber space” (Correia,2021). Another challenge for the modern era of terrorism is state-sponsored terrorism, this form of terrorism refers to acts of terrorism that is supported, funded or even directly carried out by a government. In these cases, a nation state would provide assistance to non- state actors who carry out the terrorist attacks as a part of the nation state’s foreign policy or domestic agenda. An example of state-sponsored terrorism would be Cuba which was designated as a state sponsor of terrorism in 1982 due to their long history of harbouring and providing training advice and financial support to guerilla groups and individual terrorists (U.S. Department of state,2019).	
Conclusion
In conclusion, the multifaceted nature of terrorism presents an intricate challenge in arriving at a universally accepted definition Challenges arise from the lack of consensus among nations and organisations that lead to a potential misuse and politicization of the term “terrorism”. This absence of a universal definition not only limit the co-operation internationally but also has sever implications for the potential abuse of human rights in the name of counter terrorism. The legal perspective on terrorism however can vary across nations reflecting the difficulties in achieving a universal decision. Attempts to address this issue with terrorism through legal frameworks have been held back due to debates over the difference between terrorism and struggles for self-deterrence. Due to this, countries often enact their laws to combat terrorism which will result in different definitions and approaches to punishing their definition of terrorism. The differences between the US’s Patriot Act and the UK’s legislation highlight this difference and the challenges associated with achieving a standardised definition instead finding that each country will create a definition that is best suited to address their national security. There are also social and cultural dimensions which play I critical role in being able to understand terrorism. These factors such as poverty, ethnic tensions and political repression contribute to the emergence of terrorism underlining the importance of addressing the issues at the roots. Furthermore, terrorism manifests differently across all cultures varying the tactics targets and much more, recognising these cultural differences is critical to develop effective countermeasures for terrorism no matter the context. To continue this there are many challenges that have arise due to the more modern era of terrorism that has only exacerbated the difficulty in being able to have a standard definition for Terrorism. Cyberterrorism is the latest form of this modern era terrorism which has only been propelled by technological advancements introducing a new dimension that needs its own adaptations to the definition of terrorism to be able to create the appropriate countermeasures. The final layer that makes being able to accurately define terrorism is State-Sponsored terrorism which occurs when nations fund, supply and or directly engage in terrorist activity to further push their foreign policy or for political gain. State Sponsored terrorism makes it especially difficult to define terrorism as it is difficult to come to a unanimous decision on what constitutes committing a terrorist act.
In light of these complexities, it is absolutely critical that international communities prioritize collaboration on efforts to come to a unanimous decision on a final definition of terrorism. This must involve setting aside political boundaries and addressing and adapting the current legal frameworks that cover terrorism to create a more well-rounded and all-encompassing definition to adapt to the ever-modernising world of terrorism. 



  


Reference list
ACLU, (2002) how the USA PATRIOT Act redefines “Domestic Terrorism” [online] available at: https://www.aclu.org/documents/how-usa-patriot-act-redefines-domestic-terrorism#:~:text=A%20person%20engages%20in%20domestic,by%20intimidation%20or%20coercion%3B%20or%20( date accessed-7/11/2023
Amnesty International UK, (2023) Guantanamo Bay: over 20 years of injustice [online] available at: https://www.amnesty.org.uk/guantanamo-bay-human-rights date accessed-7/11/2023
Bruce G, (no date)  Definition of Terrorism-Social and Political Effects [online] available at: https://jmvh.org/article/definitionof-terrorism-social-and-political-effects/ date accessed-7/11/2023
Chen J,(2022) Patriot Act: Definition History, and What Power It Has [online] available at: https://www.investopedia.com/terms/p/patriotact.asp#:~:text=Key%20Takeaways,to%20Intercept%20and%20Obstruct%20Terrorism.%E2%80%9D date accessed 7/11/2023
Correia V , (2021) An Explorative Study into the Importance of Defining and Classifying Cyberterrorism in the United Kingdom [online] available at: https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s42979-021-00962-5#:~:text=%E2%80%9CCyber%20terrorism%20is%20the%20premeditated,of%20social%20or%20ideological%20objectives. Date accessed-8/11/2023
Crown Prosecution Service ,(no date) Terrorism [online] available at: https://www.cps.gov.uk/crime-info/terrorism date accessed-7/11/2023
Lia B, Skjølberg K., (2004) Causes of Terrorism: An Expanded and Updated Review of the Literature [online] available at: https://gsdrc.org/document-library/causes-of-terrorism-an-expanded-and-updated-review-of-the-literature/ date accessed-8/11/2023
National Cyber Security Centre, (2022) Russia behind cyber attack with Europe-wide impact an hour before Ukraine invasion [online] available at: https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/news/russia-behind-cyber-attack-with-europe-wide-impact-hour-before-ukraine-invasion date accessed:8/11/2023
Sheldon R ., Terrell Hanna K, (2022) Cyberterrorism [online] available at:8/11/2023
United Nations Office on drugs and crime, (2018) module 4: Criminal justice responses to terrorism [online] available at: https://www.unodc.org/e4j/en/terrorism/module-4/key-issues/defining-terrorism.html date accessed 7/11/2023
U.S. department of state,(2019) County reports on terrorism 2019:cuba [online] available at: https://www.state.gov/reports/country-reports-on-terrorism-2019/cuba/#:~:text=Overview%3A%20Cuba%20was%20designated%20as,guerrilla%20groups%20and%20individual%20terrorists. Date accessed-8/11/2023
image1.png




