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One definition of entrepreneurship education is, 
“…the process of providing individuals with the concepts and skills necessary to recognise new life and business opportunities” (Fayolle, 2007).
From this quote we can conclude that entrepreneurship is about allowing individuals to be free, creative and innovative. Although this isn’t exactly a new scheme, in this current society with the educational policies and frameworks, it is becoming very popular not just in Wales but also on a global scale. Therefore, this initiative that will be proposed will take into account all of the transferrable skills and life lessons that come with an entrepreneurial education. Machado (2017) believes that transferrable skills are one of the most important skills that children should be developing while on their journey through education. By developing transferrable skills, they will have the right personal attitude to succeed and play a part in society. It means that they can adapt to any given situation they find themselves in. As a result of this, entrepreneurial education can be seen as a development for communities also, by developing competent and young learners. It is assumed that these young learners will grow to bring new ideas and play a vital role in developing communities. Wiseman (2014) supports this by saying that a good entrepreneurial education is one of the best ways to create a positive and knowledgeable society. This initiative will have transferrable skills at the top of the priority list, although it will aim to be successful in terms of profits, the biggest result will be for the children to develop themselves on a personal level and understand the skills they have developed. 

Rationale 
Big Ideas Wales along with the Welsh government have come up with the Youth Entrepreneurial Strategy, this is also known as the YES plan. This was put into place to make young people more employable and increase the likelihood of them securing jobs when they leave education. The strategy covers ages 5-25 and from this, schools can adapt their curriculum to include such opportunities. There is a need within education for entrepreneurial learning, this can be seen in the Successful Futures document. Within this document, it states that learners should be equipped for life and ready to adapt to any change that the world may present to them. Successful futures has a whole section on the need for enterprising where it states that education should support children to be contributors and ready to play a part in work and life (Welsh Government, 2015). 
Another government policy that emphasises the need for entrepreneurial schemes such as this is the Qualified for Life document, which also states, much like successful futures, that children should be motivated, creative and innovative. It is believed that bringing entrepreneurial learning into schools can develop these life skills and proficiencies which are lacking, especially in Wales. (Welsh Government, 2015). Kelsey (2017) further develops the need for entrepreneurial education in Wales, he explains that in a survey, 98% of the participants were happy with starting their own business and from that, they believe schools should be doing more to encourage this type of thinking.  
Laville (2017) shows that Wales is one of the leading countries in the world when it comes to recycling, she says that Wales are well on the way to recycle 75% of all waste by 2025, the current recycling rate being 64%. Reports suggest that the reasons for this are due to policy changes, this is something that needs to be thought about when considering an initiative to be put in place. However, according to the Welsh Government (2016), Wales can be doing more to recycle than it is currently doing. They say that if everyone were to live the way that Wales does, the world would need three planets to manage the resources needed. Recycle for Wales (2016) support this claim and further develop it by saying that everyone can do their bit no matter how small, including schools. It is from these facts that the incentive has been created, if we are to follow current education policy, then recycling should be a major topic with regard to educating children to partake in today’s society. 
If increasing the recycling rates in Wales is to be a main focus in the future, then this would present a perfect topic to use to create an initiative for an entrepreneurial project. This would be in line with creating a 21st century education, it would also help the country in future years become naturally aware of the benefits of recycling and the implications of landfill sites. 
The project proposal will consist of recycling old jars and cans to create household items to sell, this will include items such as candleholders and flowerpots. During this initiative, it is expected that children will develop many of the transferrable skills that are essential to entrepreneurial thinking, these include, problem solving, risk taking, working as a team, creativity etc. While also developing these skills, children will have lessons and understand about recycling and landfill sites, this cross curricular activity will include as many different learning methods as it can over the course of the topic. 
Content
The initiative that is being put together is called ‘ROAR’, it stands for recycled old or any rubbish. The aim of the scheme is to ask the pupils to bring in any old cans, jars or other household recyclable items. From this they will then work out how they can make their items into something to sell, this will use their creativity skills to come up with product ideas. However, while it is encouraged that the children come up with their own ideas, there will be ideas already in place for them to develop. For example, candle holders and flower pots are easy to make from jars and cans, it is up to the children to decorate and create them in their own unique ways. While it keeps the ideas in a similar frame of mind, it does not take away the creative aspect of the scheme. 
After the pupils have made their products, they will then take them to the local market place to sell to the general public. There is no set price so the children will have to work together to come up with a pricing scheme by themselves, this allows them to use their problem solving and reasoning skills to work out budgets and profit margins. 
My item list:
· Recycled jars, cans etc
· Paint
· Sand
· Candles
· Soil
· Coach for transportation
· Market stall hire
This initiative would encourage the use of technology in every aspect possible to coincide with the Digital Competence Framework, however, this will not be an added cost because schools are already equipped with the latest technological equipment and programs that will be required to complete the projects. The initiative lesson plan and scheme of work (see appendix A and B) has been carefully thought of to include the technology and the transferrable skills. Over the course of the six lessons, learners will have a feedback session at the end of every session to understand what skills and knowledge they have learnt. This will allow them have a recognition of their own learner skill development.
Learning Aims and Objectives
The overall aim of this initiative is to ensure that learners emerge more confident and have become developed people with transferrable skills. This is to coincide with government policies that require children to be digitally competent and ready to take part in work and society with a 21st century education. Fayolle (2007) says that innovation and creativity is central to the success of a society, therefore, this initiative will not only aim to develop the child, but the community too. My learning objectives include:
· To develop transferrable skills
· To understand the importance of recycling
· To communicate and work with others
· To develop the use of technology in school
· For children to be critical

Target group and market research
As stated by Welsh Government (2014) in the Donaldson report, there is a need for schools to want to teach subject areas rather than individual subjects on their own. This allows schools to teach a wide range of skills and subjects but only surrounding one topic. This business idea ties in very closely to this because the topic of recycling can be taught in many different ways offering scope to use the theme within many different subjects.
The project will be aimed at primary schools, more specifically years five and six. The reason for this is due to the skills that they will need to develop in order to go out and sell their goods, for example, if year three students went out to sell their goods, they may not understand the maths side of proceedings or they may not have the confidence to talk about what they are selling. However, if a year five or six child was to spend more than a year developing such skills, they would be more knowledgeable about their topic and the scheme would be a bigger success. Therefore, it is assumed that children during these years will be more competent in all areas than those of years below. Such skills needed will be confidence, designing and budgeting – this will be harder for children under the ages of year five and six.  
A scheme such as this will also allow children to socialise with some other individuals that they may not have socialised with before, the activity requires that individuals come together to work as one, therefore the social skill progression will be good for this age when you consider they will be going into secondary school the following year. 
In terms of gender, the project will be rolled out to both boys and girls. To be in line with equality and the UNCRC, it would be ludicrous to suggest only making it accessible to one gender. Another point to bring in here is the Donaldson report where it aims to educate children for the 21st century, in the current state of affairs with a lot of news highlighting the gender differences, there is no way that it could be allowed to happen. Aside from this, classrooms are currently mixed gender anyway and so girls and boys will be mixed so they will be comfortable working together.  
Brief of Opportunity
The role of the teacher in this initiative is very important, they are to facilitate learning and only interrupt if absolutely necessary. This is done so that children have the freedom of their own imagination and to make whatever they would like out of their recycled goods. Houff (2011) supports this method of teaching because it places responsibility with the learners and encourages critical thinking and problem solving. The teacher will only take control when it comes to the feedback sessions, however, even here the children are to take their discussions as they wish and the role of the teacher is to keep it flowing on topic.  
The length of the sessions will be between 45 minutes and an hour long, this cannot be any longer due to the demands of the school day, for example, break time. Two lessons a week will be allocated for this initiative and the topic will last for three weeks, after completion of the three weeks, children will then go out and sell their products to the general public.  
Links to the curriculum
The initiative links very closely to all relevant government policies and framework. For example, within the literacy numeracy framework, it states that schools should integrate literacy and numeracy into all areas of the curriculum no matter what the subject is (Welsh Government, 2014). The initiative works perfectly in line with this because throughout the whole process, children will be actively involved in both aspects. One example of this is setting prices and working out profit margins, pupils will have to work together to come up with a reasonable price to set products at to enable that they will sell and create a profit. This uses their numeracy skills by calculating outgoings and incomings whilst also using their literacy skills to communicate and reason with one another to come up with an outcome. 
The initiative will also take into account the digital competency framework. As stated in the framework, it is advised to develop digital skills alongside the literacy and numeracy skills being developed in the LNF (Welsh Government, 2018). To coincide with this, the initiative will be using technology where it can to ensure development of skills in this area. For example, children will create a spreadsheet on the computer to manage their costings and also use other software to create posters and prices. With the big influence that technology is having on the current education, it would be essential for the initiative to include technology in its process.  
Resources
A strong positive for this scheme is the fact that most of the tools needed will be free, students will be asked to bring in old jars, cans and bottles to make into goods that will be sold. There may be a small cost for soil to prepare plant pots, sand to prepare candle holders, and stones to add to both. This will be relatively cheap as not much will be needed per pot/candle. 
The cost of hiring a pitch in Swansea market will be £20.00 per table, per day. This means that potentially the school will need two tables making a total cost of £40.00 for this service. The reason for picking Swansea market is that it is central for the city, it will also have the largest amount of people walking past the stalls than anywhere else in the city, for this reason alone as well as the cheap hire price, it seems perfect for the job. 
An added cost to the scheme would be the transportation of children to the Swansea market stall, this will be approximately £50-£70 to hire a coach to do this, there is no other way during school time to accommodate this and therefore this is the only option. With all costs added, the approximate total outlay will be around £100. The funding for the project would come from the school budget  
Skills being developed
Entrepreneurial schemes allow children to develop and mould their own personal skills, personalities and attitudes. Therefore giving children the chance to engage in such opportunities is vital (Farani, 2012). Wang (2015) develops this by stating that entrepreneurial learning encourages many other areas of learning such as experiential learning, learning by doing and learning from positive and negative experiences. The initiative has been based around the ACRO model, this is a concept brought in by Big Ideas Wales that enables schools to focus on attitudes, skills and behaviours that they believe young people need to meet the needs of businesses in today’s society. Within this concept, the government has come up with a certain amount of characteristics that they believed to be paramount in the day to day life of entrepreneurs (Big Ideas Wales, 2018). The characteristics that make up the ACRO model are attitude, creativity, relationships, and organisation. For attitude, pupils will want to have the right motivation and determination to be able to make good enough products out of old recycled items. There is a form of competitiveness also within this initiative because pupils will be making their own product, although they will be selling them as a whole class, children will want their personal product to stand out from the rest. Creativity is where children will be innovative about what they make out of their recycled items, there is no limit as to what they are allowed to make. There will be ideas such as flower pots and candle holders, but the initiative has been created with this in mind and so to give the chance for children to express their own ideas and make whatever they wish. In terms of relationships, the children will be working in groups and as a big team. It is very important that they develop their ability to form relationships and understand how to work with each other. To further develop these skills, the children will be swapping groups, ensuring they interact with more than their usual peer/friendship group.  Organisation is the last aspect of the ACRO model that the initiative has taken into account, the skills being developed here will be central to the success of the business. During the initiative, there will be issues such as managing risks, research planning, and tactics for the children to overcome. These together all form part of the organisation aspect of the ACRO model. 
There is considerable research to back this up and some of this research has been taken into account whilst constructing the idea of this initiative, for example, Oakey (2012) says that children who take part in entrepreneurial activities are developing self-confidence, becoming more self sufficient and becoming more proactive of their own accord. According to him these skills are essential and not only will it help them during the activity, it will help them later on in school and even in later life. It is these types of skills that makes this activity so unique and valuable, they are called transferrable skills. These skills allow individuals to develop the ability to be confident to go out and secure employment, start their own business or choose any path they wish, whatever they do, the skills will help them in many ways. Drucker (2015) explains a concern however with transferrable skills, he states that children who are developing these skills during activities such as entrepreneurial learning are not aware of the benefits, therefore they do not take full advantage. When considering the initiative it is important to take note of criticism such as this, therefore, to ensure children are learning transferrable skills to the highest level, the initiative will include lesson(s) on the importance of the skills being learnt. This will make sure that the children are fully aware of the benefits, furthermore, there will be a lesson upon completion of the initiative so that children can process the lessons and skills they have learnt to use in the future. 
Assessment and Evaluation
The assessment part of this initiative is very important, formative assessment will be used regularly and teachers will use a range of different methods.  One of these is group feedback sessions, these aim to further develop children’s understanding of the skills they have learnt. This is to avoid the criticism that some such as Drucker (2015) have, they say that children do not understand the skills they are learning and therefore it is a waste of time. To address this, by giving feedback sessions it will make sure the pupils are aware of both what they are doing and why they are doing it and the benefits that it can give them. 
This form of assessment will also help the learners recognise their skill development, instead of testing them with long tests under strict conditions, it will use informal discussion settings. 
Conclusion
To conclude, this initiative has been carefully moulded in order for it to be slotted into the school’s curriculum without causing any issues. Therefore it is easy to implement and the cross-curricular aspect will make it very appealing to schools considering the initiative. ‘ROAR’ will develop the transferrable skills of all children during primary school, especially when pupils reach year 5 and 6. This all goes hand in hand with the relevant government policies and frameworks to ensure that all learning objectives for schools are being met. These include; Successful Futures, Qualified for Life, Literacy and Numeracy Framework, and the Digital Competence Framework. It is very important to make these policies central to the formation of this initiative and careful consideration has gone in to meeting them all. While the outcome of students making a profit is desired, it is not essential to make this initiative a success. As stated by much literature such as Wang (2015) and Kelsey (2017), if the children are to make a loss, they will still be developing themselves on a personal level. That is the overall aim. With the use of assessments and lessons to help them understand the skills they learn, this initiative will be a crucial element to any school that decides to take it on. Not only the school, but in communities too. For life beyond school it is expected that this initiative will help individuals start their own businesses, however, as previously stated, if a child completes this initiative with the confidence and skills to be more employable and ready to play a role in life and work, then it is a success.     
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Appendix 
A)
	Session No.
	Aims and Objectives
	Differentiation
	Resources
	Assessment Methods

	1
	· To understand where waste goes.

· To understand what waste goes in each different colour bag.
	· Group work
· Written tasks
· Powerpoint 
· Visual, Auditory and Kinaesthetic learning.

	· Soft toy
· Powerpoint
· Happy/sad face paper
· Different colour bin bags
· Assorted rubbish
	Feedback

	2
	· To understand about black bag waste.

· Effects of Landfill sites.
	· Group work
· Computer research
· VAK learning
	· Computer
· Internet
· Soft toy
	Feedback

	3
	· To come up with uses for old recycled rubbish.
	· Group work
· Computer research
· VAK learning
	· Computer
· internet
	Feedback

	4
	· Produce a plan of what learners are going to make. E.g, Flowerpots or candle holders
	· Whole class discussion
· Following discussion, Split into 3 groups

	· Powerpoint
· A3 paper for each groups business plan.
· Computer if needed
· Coloured pens
	Feedback

	
5
	
· Learners are to come up with a pricing scheme
	
· Analyse costs and earnings as a group
· Paper work or computer work 
	
· Computers if needed
· Paper if needed
· Calculators
· Coloured pens
	
Feedback

	6
	· Learners are to make their products ready to sell
	· Individual products are to be made

· Bring together as a team
	· Paint
· Soil
· Candle
· Old Jars
· Old Cans
· paintbrushes
	Feedback
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