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	Module Learning Outcomes 
(from module syllabus)

	
· Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the key concepts of the structure of the courts, criminal jurisdiction and the role of the police 
· Understand the various stages of criminal proceedings, bail and funding to prepare for and to advise a client for criminal proceedings.  







	
TASK DESCRIPTION




Background

You are a trainee lawyer with the firm ‘Trinity Solicitors’. You are currently working in the Criminal Litigation Department of the firm, which has a standard criminal contract and participates in a number of local duty solicitor schemes. Among the cases being handled by the Department at the present time is the matter of: Miss Sarah Jones.

This client, aged 35, is charged with one offence of theft of a Gucci handbag valued at £5000 and one count of assault. 

Sarah Jones (Miss Jones) is from a troubled neighbourhood and succumbed to a life of crime during her teens and early twenties. She is currently unemployed but volunteers at the local catholic church having found religion a few years ago.  

Your client was sentenced to four years for robbery five years ago but was paroled after two years for good behaviour. She is an active member of the church and participates in a number of charitable causes. 

Miss Jones tells you that she did not steal the Handbag; she found it in a lane just off Wind Street in Swansea while on a night out. As she picked up the Handbag, an individual known to the client as Miss Nora Davies, attacked her and snatched the Handbag from her grasp shouting “Oi, that’s my Gucci handbag!!”. 

Miss Jones tells you that Miss Davies is also from a bad neighbourhood, has always been unemployed, and there is no way that she could afford to purchase a Gucci handbag. 

PC Norman Jenkins was on routine patrol on Wind Street when he saw the two women fighting. Miss Jones told the officer that Miss Davies had stolen her Gucci handbag and was merely attempting to recover her property. Miss Davies said that her Grandmother had gifted her the handbag some years ago but she does not have a receipt and her Grandmother is now deceased.  

PC Jenkins arrested Miss Jones on suspicion of theft of the Gucci handbag and for assault. 

Your client is due to attend South Wales Police Headquarters for her first interview relating to this incident. Miss Jones is adamant that she is innocent on both charges.  



Instructions

Your supervisor at the firm, Mr Thomas Trinity, has asked you to prepare a comprehensive internal memorandum/file note so that he may consider what advice to give to the client. 

The memorandum should be business-like in tone and layout and be professional. 

The memorandum should address the following matters: -

· You must review and set out the law for the offences and be able to explain the mens rea and actus reus.
· Explain the range of possible sentences for the alleged offences. 
· Evaluate the strength of the evidence against the client. 
· Evaluate the value/strength of Miss Davies’ claims and how this impacts upon Miss Jones’ case. 
· Explain the advantages and disadvantages in advising the client to remain silent during the police interview.
· Discuss what factors the court will take into account when allocating Miss Jones’ case for trial.

INTERNAL MEMORANDUM

TO: Thomas Trinity

FROM: ARITIA PETRUTA POPESCU

MATTER: The case of SARAH JONES

DATE: 06 November 2022


This is the case of Miss Sarah Jones. 
I will set out below the following:

· The defendant Miss Sarah Jones has been charged in suspicion of either-way offences as assault and theft! According to the victim Miss Nora Davies, the defendant has assault her and stole her the Gucci bag! The defendant’s conduct led to the actus reus of the offence being carried out by assaulting the victim and by stealing the bag! Also, the mens rea exists by the defendant’s intent to steal the bag and intimidate the victim by assault!
· If the defendant is found guilty of assault and theft, she will face a sentence between 26 weeks-2 years custody for theft and Band 3 fine 75%-125%of relevant weekly income for assault!
As the defendant has been charged in the past with robbery and she has criminal record, it may not be able to apply for bail as she will be considered a danger for the public.

· In terms of evidence, the victim Miss Davies, has low probative value evidence, as she can’t give any proof of purchase the bag. 
According to the victim, the bag has been received as a gift from her grandmother. As the grandmother is now deceased, she can’t confirm.
The victim must bring provable evidence, as in Criminal Justice Act (2003 c 44), part 11 ss98-141.

· The victim Miss Davies has always been unemployed; therefore, she can’t afford to buy the Gucci bag.

· The defendant has the right to remain silence during the police interview, under the Code H PACE, everything she says may be brought in court as evidence.    I would advise the defendant to cooperate during the police interview so it will give her more chance to prove her innocence. If she doesn’t cooperate with the police, the judge may find this as incriminating herself, as she has already criminal records.

· The first hearing will be held at Magistrate’s Court. But given that in this case are either-way offences witch the sentence can be up to 2 years custody; the case will be transferred to Crown Court.






Conclusion:
The defendant Miss Jones may be facing a sentence up to 2 years custody if the Court will find her guilty.  Miss Jones can prove her good character by given evidence as she has been in the last few years an active member of the church and she has been participates on charitable causes! As Miss Davies cannot bring any physical evidence that the bag it belongs to her, she is unemployed and she comes from a bad neighbourhood, we can start proving that her statement is not real. 
As the defendant is unemployed, she is entitled to receive financial help from LAA for the costs of the trial.
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