What are the key social elements that affect a pupil’s ability to access education?
There are many social elements that can hamstring a child and, in some case, block them completely from education. These barricades to children’s education are all diverse and nuanced such as ability, disability, and the poverty the child lives in but the element I will be focusing on is ethnicity more specifically traveller and gypsy communities. I will look at how being from minority ethnicity and growing up with different priorities and frames of reference can cause social exclusion and have a detrimental effect on the attainment of education. I will also go into detail about how social exclusion can influence pupil’s mental health and willingness to engage in schooling. I have decided to focus on this topic after we had guest lecturers come in and spoke about the work they were doing with Gypsy and traveller children in a school in Pembrokeshire. The reason I chose to focus on the traveller and gypsy communities is because I think its an ethnic group that are underrepresented and is surrounded by stigma and stereotypes which in turn effects children from these communities’ relationship with education. After taking part in the lecture which focused on gypsy and traveller communities I spoke to my mother who grew up in Ireland to ask her what the perception towards travellers was like as a large number of travellers have Irish roots and connections, it was very eye opening to hear that my mother volunteered in segregated traveller schools in the seventies and would need parental permission requested by her own school to allow her to integrate and socialise with the traveller schools pupils. Whilst this was over fifty years ago this perception and fear towards travellers and gypsies is still common today. Over the course of this assignment, I will give greater detail about schooling for children from this minority ethnic backgrounds, I will also explain the impact of social exclusion on children and what can be done to ensure that children are not faced with social exclusion for factors that are out of their control. By the end I will have explored and explained how this key social element effects children trying to gain an education, the steps that can be taken to ensure social inclusion for all students regardless of wealth, ethnicity, or personal situation. For this assignment, I will be using the term Gypsie and Traveller to describe broadly but I am fully aware of the complexities of different ethnic backgrounds of people who live a nomadic life and by no means am I trying to generalise or undermine any of the cultures or ethnic groups I will be discussing.

Brief history and differences in practice of Gypsie/Travellers in the United Kingdom
Gypsy and traveller communities that live in the United Kingdom are often labelled under one of three names Gypsy, Traveller or Roma but it is far more complex than those three brackets. There is large number of different groups who live nomadically in the United Kingdom and have done for many years the most common Gypsy and Traveller groups in the United Kingdom are as follows. 
Gypsies
There is belief that gypsies’ origins are nomadic tribes that travelled from northern Indian to the west arriving in mainland Europe in the thirteenth century and then finally making it to the United Kingdom in the sixteenth’s century. Even in the sixteenth century Gypsies were alienated for having different clothes, mannerism and not conforming to what was seen as normal behaviour, the distain and hatred towards gypsies was given legal backing when it was made illegal to associate with gypsies or be one which in some unfortunate cases lead to death by hanging. This legislation remained in place for over two hundred fifty years until 1758, the belief is that due to the specific expertise passed down through generations gypsies developed a social worth. 

Roma
Roma is a term to collectively describe gypsies from mainland Europe, being from different areas of the continent not all gypsies from Europe can be categorised together. The consensus when discussing Roma’s is that it is gypsies who have arrived in the United Kingdom in the last one hundred years specialising in trades such as copper smithing the majority of Romanis have now settled in housing but are still proud of their respective culture and use their language at home. 
Welsh gypsies and Travellers 
Known for there skills with working with wood welsh travellers, travelled to wales in the seventeenths and eighteenth century like most travellers they lived nomadic lifestyle and did not interact within the wider welsh community. However, although they may not have conformed to societal expectations welsh travellers certainly made their impact on the wider community with Welsh Traveller Abraham Wood believed to be the person who introduced the fiddle to the country. 

Scottish travellers
In the twelfth century traveling road workers were documented in Scotland, similarly to most travellers increase in people losing their homes to war lead to more people adopting the nomadic way of life that has led to modern day traveller lifestyle and beliefs.
Showmen and Circus travellers
Travelling performers have been around for many centuries as most large towns have annual fairs the demand for this profession has only grown until recent years, however in more recent times the entertainment at these events relies more on machinery than actual performance like juggling or fire breathing, which in turn means the people running and trying to make a living from these fairs are now competing with theme parks and are losing business and revenue because of these comparisons.  Children of families who run circuses will often attend the local school in the area they are based for the couple of weeks the circus is on, which is obviously hard for the children to build up and learning momentum and form friendships.
Bargees
Bargees lived and worked on the narrow canal ways in the United Kingdom and Europe, they would have adopted this way of life due to ample opportunities. However, in the twentieth century these opportunities dwindled, and the population of Bargees dwindled with it.
New travellers
New travellers as the name suggest are relatively new to the traveller way of life, they may have taken to the nomadic way of life for several social or political reasons. Most new travellers opt to educate their children themselves rather then enter them into mainstream schooling.
Irish Traveller 
Finally Irish travellers which is the stereotypical image when discussing travellers within popular culture films like Guy Ritchie’s Snatch depicts thick undecipherable accents, bare knuckle boxing and dodgy dealings. Whilst this is all heightened for theatrical effect it reflects people’s views in the United Kingdom growing up in the United Kingdom with Irish parents and strong national identity words like Tinker, a derogatory term for Irish travellers who dealt in scrap metal were used by my peers and teachers to try and belittle and embarrass me. The irony we face in the United Kingdom is that as a society we look down on Travellers Irish and otherwise, but the majority of Irish Travellers adopted that way of life because they lost their homes during the oppression caused by Oliver Cromwell and the fall out of the Irish Potato famine.
Different Gypsies and Travellers in the UK. (National Strategies,2010) 
Gypsies and Travellers and their standing in United Kingdom’s society
Of the groups of different travellers and gypsies we have looked at only Romany gypsies and Irish travellers are recognised as their own ethnic group. The 2011 census was the first time these two ethnic groups were registered on a census and over fifty-eight thousand were declared on it but due to the lifestyle of these two groups the number of gypsies and travellers is believed to be in the region of three hundred thousand. The lack of representation of boarded travellers and gypsies could attribute to their lack of participation and further distance themselves from participating within the communities they are living amongst. A survey was conducted with the British public asking them their views on gypsies and travellers and thirty-five percent openly admitted to holding negative views towards the ethnic groups despite them being protected under the race relation act (1976, amended 2000) and the Human rights act (1998). In a time whereas a society casual forms of racism are being challenged at every turn, hatred and bigotry towards gypsies and travellers seems to regularly goes unchecked and as the article suggests I believe that this is the last acceptable form of Racism. With the general public’s negative opinion on travellers and gypsies and no shame in expressing and being a member of an ethnic group that is subject to accepted discrimination it is there any wonder why parents would not want their children going into mainstream schools as it has been made clear to them and the generations before them that majority of stereotypes about travellers and gypsies are widely believed.
(Hutchison, Chihade, Puiu, 2018)
Negative view of Gypsy and Traveller children in the classroom
Research took place in two schools in England one primary and one secondary to find out what best practices can be put in place for the children form Traveller and Gypsy families and how the schools deal with encouraging inclusion for the children from Traveller and gypsy communities, however when interviewing heads, teachers, and teaching assistants their true feeling were made very clear. In one of the interviews a teacher described the Gypsie children as different and disruptive claiming they have a negative attitude towards their teachers. Another teacher speaks about how it is a school and not a site and that there are rules to be followed which suggests she imagines gypsies and travellers live chaotically without order or guidance at home. When putting steps and measures in place to create an inclusive atmosphere regardless of a child’s ethnic background if their educator already has the prerequisite stereotypes and views, they will not be able to give their pupil a fair chance at education which is exactly what they have a duty to do in that profession. All children deserve to be treated the same and for a child to be taught by someone who ultimately would rather they were not there those feelings will not go unnoticed and create not only a barrier to that child’s education but damage their relationship with learning entirely.
(Bhopal, 2011, pp. 465-483)


Support and good practice in primary school
Gypsy and Traveller communities view the home as the place where most of the learning take place and because of this the children have grown up with an element of freedom that does not fit in with the normal primary school day of being in a classroom for six hours and having a non-family member instructing you what to do. Gypsy and Traveller parents who experienced mainstream schooling in the United Kingdom will remember the prejudice and racism that was even more common in the seventies and eighties. Secondary school attendance is so low for Traveller children as in their community once they hit puberty they are viewed as mature so pressure from parents to start working within family trade must be immense especially if those parents have had negative views of schools from personal experience, because of this most Traveller and gypsy children’s only experience of school is at a Primary level. With attendance of children being so inconsistent it is vital that the opportunity is seized, and educational continuity strategies are put in place. The first strategy used is to keep accurate notes this will help when moving schools as it will have a record of what the pupil has covered, this with the help of the Traveller Education Support service to aid schools in keeping accurate short stay records and what they will need going into their next school. Transport set up to assist in getting children to school when faced with housing uncertainty and eviction, having a transport link to school will allow the children to develop a routine regardless of their at home situation, this is another element that could be potentially supported by the Traveller Education support service. The Traveller Education Support Service are in place to not only help children adapt quickly to new school and assist in getting the children to school where budget allows, they are primarily there to bridge the gap between home and school life for gypsy and traveller children. The outreach family liaison is the position within the Traveller Education support system that aids families with children who are particularly mobile like Circus or Showmen and travellers who have been evicted from their plot putting their child’s schooling in jeopardy. TESS workers can also be in place to support inductions to new schools, provide support and advice to schools and offer materials for learning at home.
(Bhopal, Myers, 2009 pp. 299-314)
Secondary School 
The progression to secondary school is a daunting experience for any child but even more so for children from Gypsy and Traveller families. Due to cultural experience with education the majority of Gypsy and Traveller parents have limited experience with schooling and next to none regarding secondary school this naturally leads to parents feeling anxious about their child attending a much larger school with far more pupils. Parents biggest concerns were their children receiving racist name calling and abuse due to their culture or that they are behind the academic levels of their peers. Concerns around sending their child to secondary school were not only around how they would be viewed whilst in school but also how the people within their own community would perceive them and the overwhelming fear was that they may even face segregation from the fellow gypsies and travellers. Some parents believed the stark contrast in backgrounds between their children and the non-Gypsy and traveller children could lead to bad influences that did not align with their views and customs, such as conversations around sex, relationships, and religion. This leads to number of children never progressing past year Nine of secondary school. Due to the communities being so closely interlocked it could only take one child to have a bad experience of racism or narrow mindedness to deter other children within that same community.
(Derrington, Kendall, 2004)
Importance of social inclusion in schools
After discussing what can lead children to feeling isolated and excluded from social interaction because of their ethnic background it is important to understand the importance of social inclusion. Gypsy and Traveller children in schools like most children from minority ethnic backgrounds will be at risk at suffering from low self-esteem and lack of confidence, this will lead to a reduction in attainment of education and passion to learn. The article refers to steps to improve social inclusion in specific cases and there are so points that is could be implemented immediately to help accommodate and nurture Gypsy and Traveller children, not dealing with the individual child but their family unit as well, this could go along way to not only help the child settle into the school environment, but it was giving the parents reassurance. Promoting self-esteem and newly learnt skills over grades can alleviate pressure from the pupils. Seeking and adopting all advice from external professionals, this is another example the Traveller Education support service can provide not only aiding the children but giving advice and feedback to the school and staff.  If schools put the small mount of extra effort into doing what they can to make children feel included in school, it will go along way to not only improving the child’s relationship with school but also the communities the pupils belong to hopefully leading to greater sense of inclusion and attainment.
(Sobel, 2013)

Conclusion
There have been many factors for children who are part of gypsy or traveller communities that can affect a child’s access to Education from cultural priorities to bigotry and miscommunication. No child should be made to feel a burden in the classroom, frustrated because the teaching does not resonate with them, and angry that their school does not understand their way of life. By using the support of the systems that already in place children from gypsy and traveller communities can thrive, by tailoring the lessons or the classwork to support them the same way you would for any child struggling in a mainstream classroom. This is a social element that is having a detrimental effect on children’s education that can not be fixed overnight, by educating not only teachers but the pupils about all the minorities within the schools’ cultures you will create a far more inclusive environment and help to form good practice within the schools for future pupils who may be at risk of slipping through the net because they do not feel accepted. Whilst external pressures from parents and the constant reality of relocation looming over the child’s schooling career none of that matters if the child does not feel safe and welcomed in their place of learning.
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