Terrorism Essay
Evaluate contemporary definitions of terrorism and use them to critically analyse the tactics and methods of one terrorist group of your choosing
This essay will focus on that of the terrorist organisation known as Al-Qaeda, analysing, and critically evaluating the ways in which they operate through strategies, tactics, and their attack methods, drawing upon possible comparisons of other known terrorist organisations actions. In addition, this essay will also seek to explore the definitions of terrorism, which will aid in analysing the known methods that the terrorist group, namely Al-Qaeda, have utilised and demonstrated to date. 
It could be suggested that terrorism will be a word that most of society will be familiar with and will potentially associate with certain acts that have been carried out across the world, by different identified terrorist organisations. It may be unbeknown to some that terrorism isn’t a new concept and according to Blin and Chaliand (2016, p. 55), history records that one of the first organisations to practice systematic terror was The Zealots sect in the Middle East in first-century Palestine. Since this time, acts of terrorism have continued across the globe, through orchestrated acts on a grand scale, which have left an imprint on that of society, security, and laws. Hoflinger (2020) suggests that academics have identified various factors that could provide an explanation of terrorism such as religion, history, ideology, conflicts, socioeconomic conditions, government behaviour and leadership, to name a few. Gaining an understanding as to the possible contributing factors of terrorism will likely to assist with identifying motive and potentially preventing further incidents occurring. 
Definitions can assist with society gaining a better understanding and meaning of a phenomenon, in this case, terrorism which Reitin (2013, p. 186) suggests that to gain a clear understanding as to the problem terrorism poses, will require an explanation as to what terrorism is and why it is problematic. Agreeing a definition of terrorism will likely prove challenging in itself, with various factors to consider, to include the impact any act can have on victims of such crime and the wider population as a whole. The CPS (2022) reports that the United Kingdom introduced the Terrorism Act 2000, a legislation which defines terrorism both inside and outside of the UK, as the use or threat of one or more actions which involves serious violence against a person, involves serious damage to property, endangers a person’s life, other than that of the person committing the action, creates a serious risk to the health or safety of the public or a section of the public or, is designed to seriously interfere with or seriously to disrupt an electronic system. In addition, the legislation defines terrorism as the use or threat of the actions already refenced, and where these are designed to influence the government, or an international government organisation or to intimidate the public or for the purpose of advancing a political, racial, ideological, or religious cause. Consideration is to be made as to the need of such legislation at this time, with Horne (2010), reporting that the Act was created to amalgamate provision, uniting former anti-terror legislation into a single law. 
Although it could be identified that some form of definition of terrorism is required, it is unlikely that it will satisfy everyone and possibly present with some discrepancies which Greene (2014) concludes that the definition of terrorism included in that of the Terrorism Act is unsatisfactory, referencing concerns of labelling. In addition, Greene (2014) adds the decision of the definition is that of an intensely political nature and the term introduced in a legal or criminal justice system, raises concerns from a human rights perspective. With that being said, there are various definitions which have been created from different approaches and views of others, such as academic, legal and political. Boyns and Ballard (2004) firstly acknowledge the difficulty in defining the term terrorism for both policymakers and academics alike, with challenges arising as to identifying what the exact problem is and how to understand this particular phenomenon within the boundaries of sociological theory, with political violence depicting a social problem. Furthermore, without delving fully into that of the sociological perspective, interestingly, Boyns and Ballard (2004) conclude that where two societies or groups have relatively equal power, terrorism is unlikely whereas where this is not the case and it is deemed an imbalance of power and violations occur, such acts are more likely. 
Perhaps one of the most nationally recognised terrorist organisations, Al-Qaeda have been responsible for orchestrating a number of large-scale atrocities across the world, which will have an imprint on history and in society’s lasting memory. According to National Counterterrorism Centre (N.D), in 1988, Usama Bin Ladin formed Al-Qaeda with Arabs who fought against the Soviet Union in Afghanistan and overtime, would seek to unite Muslims to fight the West, especially countries such as the United States. What took place in the aftermath of Usama Bin Ladin’s vision, could only be viewed as extreme, including that of mass tragedies. Perhaps one of the most known terrorist attacks globally and will be remembered in history is that of the 9/11 attacks. Opotow and Baron Shemtob (2018) write that on the 11th of September 2001, an attack took place on the United States of America, including that of the World Trade Centre's buildings in New York, which an estimated two billion people around the world watched. The sheer scale of this particular attack could be considered extreme and not only a crisis for the United States but for countries across the globe, with Al-Qaeda to somewhat succeeding in what they set out to construct, in a highly popular and well-known part of world. Gaibulloev and Sandler (2019) report on the atrocities as a result of the 9/11 attacks, with the four hijackings of planes, almost 3000 people were killed and more than twice that number were injured, with the fatalities totalling to that of all transnational terror related attacks from 1988 to 2000. The aftermath also saw significant changes to security, losses to global stock exchanges and increased resources to counterterrorism measures. Such attack demonstrated what a terrorist organisation, such as Al-Qaeda where capable of and the extreme actions they were willing to undertake for their cause, also sending a clear message to other countries. 
De Werd (2020) reflects that of other literature, with an emphasis on Al-qaeda central leadership, namely Osama Bin Ladin, who was joined in his quest by an Ayman al-Zawahiri, with Bin Ladin the one to be recognised as ‘the face’ of the organisation, delivering public statements. Already noted, Bin Ladin was said to have been highly influenced by those with religious and ideological views, with interactions of prominence with an Azzam and Qutb. Narrative, including that of poetry compiled by Bin Ladin and such acquaintances, with reference to death for the cause of Allah presents as an honourable alternative for the oppressed. Furthermore, through the adoption of his strong beliefs and with the help of a now developing support network, there was a facilitation of a number of training camps Bin Ladin’s attention would become prominent on The West, namely the United States, who he and his followers viewed the United States operation who were fighting against groups in Somalia, as another means as gaining control on this particular region and the Muslim population that live there. Evidently, an insight into Bin Ladin’s religious and ideologic views, in addition to how he viewed counties in The West, namely the United States, as somewhat the enemy to Muslims, this provides an insight into the events that would later come, although it is worth mentioning these were not at all justifiable or condoned. 

FBI.gov (N.D) admit that their number one priority is to protect the US from terrorist attacks and since the terror attack that took place on the 11th of September 2001, the organisation has been committed to remaining vigilant in its approach to further threats. With that being said, the US also have their own terrorism definition. According to Hunter et al (2021), the US does in fact have various definitions of terrorism which the country is reliant on however, specifically exploring that of the USA Patriot Act (2001), this defines terrorism as any crime committed with the use of any weapon or dangerous device, when the intent is determined to be the endangerment of public safety or substantial property damage rather than for ‘mere personal monetary gain’ (Hunter et al, 2021). Interestingly, prior to the terrorist attack that took place on the 11th of September 2001 in the USA, there was minimal agreement as to the definition of terrorism. 
Similarly, Bin Ladin and Al-Qaeda are not the only organisation to express their religious views and ideologies and its issues with The West. According to Oosterveld and Bloem (2017) ISIS (Islamic State of Iraq and Syria) captured the audiences of across the globe through widely broadcast acts of terror and brutality, then declaring their own state. ISIS derived from the Iraq war between 2003-2011, the civil war in Syria from 2011 to present day and the Arab resolutions from 2010 until now. Similarly, ISIS foundations are based on that of religion, extremist views and ideology, enabling research to make some initial correlations between both Al-Qaeda and ISIS. The evolution of ISIS would unveil other similarities in terms of methods and tactics when constructing terror attacks in the name of their cause. 
In terms of a terrorist group setting out to achieve their intended goals, which to some degree, may include that of orchestrating attacks in different countries across the globe, or even to support their cause in whatever way deemed beneficial, there will likely be a process of members joining a particular organisation, or what could be considered a recruitment. According to Bloom (2017), literature over the years has highlighted that there have been some shortcomings in recruitment in terrorist organisations, with reference to Al-Qaeda and ISIS both displaying incompetencies and inexperience for the roles they would be entrusted with, with many lacking religious understandings, which religion has been identified as being at the forefront of both terrorist groups focus and foundations. Initially, perhaps there was more an emphasis on recruiting individuals to enhance numbers for their cause, to promote their message and an element of those willing to put themselves at risk. 
Following on from what could be considered as the historic and heinous events that occurred during 9/11, large scale terror attacks would not stop there and be orchestrated across other locations of the world. Known for the sheer scale of fatalities, extensive number of injuries and the mass disruption caused, London was also targeted by a terror attack of extreme measures with the outcome of those who orchestrated these events, likely to achieve what they set out. According to British Transport Police (2023), London’s transports network was targeted on 7th July 2005 by suicide bombers, including blasts that occurred on the underground and on a bus, which tragically resulted in 52 fatalities and 770 people injured. The times of these attacks could also be considered as a tactic in which the attack set out to cause maximus disaster, with the bombing's being recorded as being detonated from around 8.50am through to 9.47am, times in which people would be making their morning commute to work, in a busy capitol city. There are capabilities of making correlations between that of the 9/11 and 7/7 terrorist attacks which include, firstly, consideration to western counties being the target, both the US and the UK. Both attacks utilised transport methods as a means of possibly achieving maximum impact, although differences did occur whereby the terrorists of the 9/11 attacks, orchestrated this by hijacking the planes. Perhaps, since the introduction of strict security measures that would follow from the 9/11 attacks, those who planned on committing large scale terrorist attacks would have to become somewhat creative and adjust their tactics, reducing any encounter with security measures which could foil their plot. Means of domestic based transportation in London will unlikely utilise stringent security methods for passengers. 
According to Kalusen (2009), just over a year prior to the 7/7 attack in London, another European was targeted in a similar plot. On 11th March 2004, trains were bombed in Madrid, with evidently similar tactics to the 7/7 attack in London. Again, both were European, westernised countries that were targeted and means of transport was chosen to orchestrate their attacks and both included the use of backpacks filled with explosives although, in Madrid, these were detonated whereas in London, these were conducted as what we know as suicide bombers. What was also established was that the attackers involved particularly in the 7/7 bombings in London, were described as ‘home-grown’ terrorism. Hoffman (2009), suggests a clear involvement of Al-Qaeda in the 7/7 bombings in London, also alleging that the terrorists involved in the attack had visited Pakistan before the attack meeting with Jihadi terrorists, participated in training by Al-Qaeda operatives and received instructions on bombmaking. Should this be a somewhat accurate account, terrorist organisations such as Al-Qaeda overtime have evidently adapted and developed their tactics to achieve their goals, this likely to be line with the ever-changing security measures implemented by Governments and countries. What could be considered as recruiting supporters from Western countries, who Al-Qaeda deem a threat, ultimately enables terrorist attacks to be carried out far more easily. 
Although the 7/7 attacks that occurred in the UK were considered one of the worst to happen to the country, it is not the first occurrence by a terrorist organisation. According to Shanahan (2009), in December 1969, the Provisional Irish Republican Army, often referred to as the IRA, was founded when the Dublin-based republican movement divided into two, this allegedly over the traditional republican policy of abstensionism with regard to the Dublin, Belfast and London Parliaments but more over the decision to proceed with an offensive campaign as a result of the British Army in Northern Ireland the former August. In addition, religion would also be central to the issues arising in Ireland which according to the Imperial War Museum (2023), Catholics predominantly possess nationalist views and consider themselves Irish, with the want for an independent Ireland whereas protestants, identify largely as British. The years to come would be characterised by acts of terrorism by the Provisional IRA, with a number of high-profile attacks occurring in England, such as the pub bombing in Birmingham in 1974, bombs detonated in Hyde Park in 1982	 during the changing of the guard and perhaps one of the most known victims, a cousin of the Queen, Lord Louis Mountbatten who was killed in 1979 amongst others, when a bomb was planted on his fishing boat. Similarly, the attacks by the IRA in the years prior to the 7/7 bombings share some comparisons in their tactics, with the use of explosive devices on British soil causing maximum impact and often carefully selecting high-profile and built-up areas. 
In the present day, terrorist organisations are still active, and the risk remains, such as the group Hamas. According to Schanzer (2019), since founded in 1987, Hamas has orchestrated acts of terrorism with their original tactics consisting of stabbings, shootings and bombings with an advancement in their methods to include suicide bombings and blindly firing rockets into civilian areas. Tactics and methods, with particular regard to violence, shares somewhat similarities with Al-qaeda and their extreme approach. In addition, both Al-qaeda and Hamas refer to their actions and attacks as justifiable, with Hamas in recent years responding to the violence that they committed against the Jewish state as ‘resistance’. Consideration is also to be made to rise of ‘lone wolf’ attacks in recent year and how this may connect with terrorist organisations adapting their methods and tactics as the world evolves. According to Barnea (2018), a large proportion of recent terrorist attacks carried out in the United Kingdom, Germany, France and other Western European countries, characterise that of ‘lone wolf’ action and a considerable number were associated with Islamic terrorist groups. The ‘lone wolf’ tactic is also said to prove more challenging to intelligence agencies and targeting these specific individuals prior to an attack being committed. 
Communication is likely to be central to any terrorist organisations core, to which media methods enables this successfully and whilst reaching various locations across the world. There has been an evident expansion in media use by terrorist organisations in aid of their cause. In particular, Al-Qaeda were somewhat reliant on media systems, and this was a credit to achieving their goals. Al-Qaeda utilised media methods for various purposes from relaying religious specific information, with a focus on strengthening their faith and producing and distributing videos which gained the organisation global viewership. Furthermore, the group began to produce CD’s, audiovisual tapes and videos, which featured content of terrorism acts and publishing magazines. It would appear that nearly every media avenue was exhausted for the purpose of the Al-Qaeda group. ISIS efforts on the media front were similar to that of Al-Qaeda, however, have continued to advance in their methods from distributing multiple language publications, radio programming, colouring books, to having a large presence to some capacity on social media platforms such as YouTube and Twitter. Evidently, newer established terrorist organisations, such as ISIS appear to be more connected with the modern media, which will likely work in their favour in their attempts to reach their audience.  
To conclude, it could be considered that the actions and tactics of terrorist organisations have somewhat developed over the years, possibly in line with how the world changes yet evidently, there are similarities amongst methods and correlations between the goals and outcomes of what the groups want to achieve, such as religion, specifically amongst Al-Qaeda and ISIS. With the continuous development of terrorist organisations and what they are capable of, this somewhat reflects in legislation legal systems and the challenges of a definition, which are not likely to please everyone. Evidently, media methods have assisted Al-Qaeda and other terrorist organisations, such as ISIS for that matter in promoting their message and reaching more followers, which could be indicative as how such modern groups grow and adapt with the ever-changing times and demands. 
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