Dissertation – Analysis 

Q1-4
A questionnaire was created and distributed to the public through social media which gathered their views and perspectives of youth crime in the UK. Out of 84 responses, 100% of them consented for their responses to be used in this research project. 73% of respondents were female, and 23% were male, the majority of the respondents are white British, with some Greek individuals too. During this questionnaire, the most popular age ranges were people aged 18-20 and 21-25, and the least popular age range was 76+. This indicates that the majority of the responses were conducted by younger people, meaning the perspectives of youth crime will be mostly made of young people. This is a research limitation that was earlier established by Andrade (2020) where he suggests that questionnaires that are distributed through social media are only responded to by people that have access to the internet, which is generally the younger generation as opposed to individuals ages 76+. 

Q5
Participants were asked what they think the criminal age for responsibility was in the UK through a multiple-choice question. 63% of respondents knew that the age was ten, however other respondents believed that the criminal age for responsibility was fourteen, eighteen, or ten as seen in the pie chart below.
[image: A screenshot of a questionnaire

Description automatically generated]

Q6
Additionally, the participants of this questionnaire were asked if they feel that the age for criminal responsibility was too low, and seventeen of them said that they feel it is. This question is designed to gather the public perception on section 34 of the Crime and Disorder Act (1998) where they outline the criminal age for responsibility. The majority of their reasons were because their brain is not fully developed. To assist this, Nguyen (2021) suggests that a human’s brain is not fully developed until around the age of twenty-five. Supporting this, the Royal Society (2011) suggests that a child’s brain is still underdeveloped and immature at the age of ten. Additionally, it was established in the introduction of this research project that children are not deemed responsible enough to buy their first pet, drive, vote in a general election, or seek paid employment until they are older than the age of ten, which leads to the question; how can they be criminally responsible for their actions before they can do all these things? 

In contrast, the questionnaire reveals that the majority of respondents felt that the age for criminal responsibility is the right age, and it shouldn’t be changed. In 1993, two ten-year-old boys abducted and murdered two-year-old James Bulger. Because of the age of criminal responsibility being ten Bulgers family were able to receive the justice that they deserved when the ten-year-old boys, Thompson and Venables were criminally prosecuted. Bulger’s mum, Denise Fergus states that the murder was “coldblooded, planned, and premeditated” and people that suggest the age should be higher are “twisted and insensitive” (Morton 2023). While this case is extremely personal to her, a lot of the respondents stated that they feel children at the age of ten know right from wrong, regardless of if they consider the consequences on themselves and other families. 

Q7
Question seven was designed to understand whether the public feel that youth crime is currently a problem in the UK. This research project earlier established by the Youth Endowment Fund (2022) that youth crime has been decreasing since 2012 in the UK. In the questionnaire, 61% of respondents strongly agreed that youth crime is one of the UK’s current issues, while only 5% strongly disagreed. This suggests that the public feel that youth crime is a problem that needs to be tackled. While this data is credible and interesting, it ultimately goes down to the areas that people live in or visit, where they may witness or be victims of youth crime. The Department for Environment Food & Rural Affairs (2022) states that police recorded crime rates are lower in rural areas than urban areas. This is purely because the population in urban areas is a lot greater, therefore more crime is being committed and more people are witnesses or victims of crime. Different to the Youth Endowment Fund (2022), the Youth Justice Board (2024) reveal that in 2023 the number of stop and searches against children has increased by 13% since the previous year, and the number of arrests made against children increased by 9%. While the statistics in 2022 may have demonstrated that youth crime has been on a downward spiral since 2012, more up to date legislation reveals that it is on an increase, and the public are noticing it. The average rating of the public perception on the current issue of youth crime was 4.29 as shown below.    
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Q8
In the literature review, Lester (2020) suggested that Adverse Childhood Experiences are one of the biggest root causes of youth crime that has a huge impact on the mental development of a child and a negative impact on the child’s future. Participants were asked in the questionnaire if they know what is meant by the term ‘Adverse Childhood Experiences’ and 30 people said that they do not, while the rest said they do. Condit and Williams (2021) suggest that being aware of what Adverse Childhood Experiences are is crucial to helping individuals, noticing signs, and understanding why certain people act in a specific way. Statistics provided by the UK Parliament (2019) revealed that just under 50% of the UK’s population experience at least one Adverse Childhood Experience. Almost half of the participants from the questionnaire did not know what was meant by the term, which is quite high considering the UK Parliaments (2019) findings. This question limited the researcher as it should have been better constructed with a follow-up question for the people who did know what the term means, which is “Do Adverse Childhood Experiences have an impact on youth crime?’ to gain a better understanding of what the public feels is a root cause of youth crime.
Q9
The HM Inspectorates of probation (2023) states that “boys who experience two or more caregivers before the age of ten are more likely to be convicted with a violent crime”. In the questionnaire, participants were asked how strongly they agree with this statement on a scale of 1-5. The purpose of asking this question was to understand how the public perceive this statistic, and whether they feel that it is true or not. The average rating for this question was 3.17 with 43% of people rating it 3, meaning they are unsure. However, more people said that they agree rather than disagree with the statement. In support of this, the Children’s Commissioner (2022) feels that boys who experience two or more caregivers before the age of ten are twice more likely to be convicted with a violent crime. This is more specific than the HM Inspectorates of Probation, but the ratio of people who agreed and did not agree in the questionnaire suggests that the public are somewhat aware. 
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Q10
Question ten asked participants if they feel that criminal child exploitations and county lines have an effect on the mental development and behaviour of a child, and only seven respondents said that they are unsure. All the rest of respondents felt that it does impact children. Avon and Somerset Police (2023) suggest that young people that are exposed to the world of county lines suffer emotional, physical, and psychological trauma which can carry on throughout their life. A lot of respondents felt that it causes emotional and physical trauma that effects children in later life, as well as contributing to the cause of mental illnesses. Bonning and Cleaver (2020) suggest that county lines and criminal child exploitations impact children through creating a sense of normality within their criminal activities and encourages them to engage in criminal activities to make money, friends, or for accommodation. One participant stated that they are genuinely concerned about the future to come because they feel as if there is not enough support or boundaries for children these days and the effect of crimes like county lines can make it seem like the ‘norm’ in a child’s life.

Q11
Question eleven asked the participants if they know what Swansea’s Bureau Intervention is, where 81% of people said no. The intervention is designed to tackle youth crime in Wales and aims to promote positive outcomes through offering support in education and employment. While this intervention could be successful, the public do not know about the intervention which indicates that it is not well promoted, and it is not very successful yet. Swansea Council (2021) revealed a performance report that states that there were a lot of delays in supervision, the preparation of workshops, and the completion of reports during the year of 2020-2021 due to being short staffed, through annual leave, and a lot of staff members being on sick. Further statistics on the report show that the number of first-time entrants in the third quarter increased by six from the previous year, which could have been reduced if the intervention did not experience the delays through being short staffed. Additionally, the public’s lack of knowledge on this intervention may also be because of the issue that they had with the staff. 

Q12
Swansea’s Bureau Intervention stated that they feel children should be treated as “Children First, Offenders Second” in order to prevent their actions having a negative impact on them, making them feel like they are not criminals and that they can still turn their life around. Having said that, it is a very controversial statement that some people feel should be demolished. Case (2020) suggests that the term should be abolished and replaced with “Children First, Offenders Nowhere” because he feels that the concept should promote positivity and faith in children rather than emphasising on potential negative outcomes. Question twelve of the questionnaire asked the participants which statement they most agree with out of the two. While it was quite close, 60% said “Children First, Offenders Second” and 40% said “Children First, Offenders Nowhere”. This means that out of the individuals that participated, the majority of them agree with the statement provided by Swansea’s Bureau Intervention, as seen below. 
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Q13
In the literature review the Early Foundation (2023) suggests that early intervention can significantly improve a child’s life and divert them from crime. Participants were asked if they feel that early intervention is effective in preventing youth crime only one person said no. They were then given a multiple choice of different types of early intervention and was asked to select the ones they feel are most effective. The intervention techniques with the most votes were education and family training, with the least being after school clubs, as seen in the bar graph below. The Early Intervention Foundation (2023) suggests that education is a fundamental tool for early intervention. Providing children with quality education can positively impact their cognitive, social, and emotional development and enhances their ability for success in their later life. 
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Q14
Question fourteen asked the participants what they think is the most common offence within young people in the UK. The Youth Justice Board (2023) revealed that the most common offences within young people are summary offences and possession of a weapon. However, the questionnaire results show that the public feel that the most common offence is theft, with 30% of people stating theft. The second most common offence according to the questionnaire is drug related crimes. Similar to question seven, this question ultimately goes down to the types of crimes that people are seeing or hearing about, which is dependent on where they live or visit most frequently. Some respondents did say that they feel knife crime is a common offence, which is supported by the Youth Justice Board (2023) because they say that possession of a weapon is the most common, which often amounts to the use of the weapon, whether it is a knife or a different weapon. 

Q15
Finally, the last question asked the participants if they feel that unemployment and lack of education causes an increase in crime. Of all responses, only five people said that they do not think it has an impact on crime. Most respondents felt that the crime that is increased the most is theft because lack of income can cause an individual to be desperate and somethings they may need in life, they cannot afford to buy due to being unemployed. Unemployment comes hand in hand with lack of education because to be able to seek employment, most employers ask for qualifications which people will not have if they did not attend school or further education (Ha, 2019).
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7. How strongly do you agree or disagree with the statement: "youth crime
is currently a problem in the UK?"
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12. Which statement do you most agree with?
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13. Do you think early intervention is effective in preventing youth crime?

If yes, please select which interventions are most effective.
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