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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding.

I am able to evidence an understanding of safeguarding within adults social services due to having a social work placement at an adults Learning Disability team. Before qualifying I also worked as a support worker within residential homes for adults with mental health, learning disabilities and autism.
 
I have worked with individuals who have been under a Community Treatment Order, (CTO). (Mental Health Act,1983) This order was created so that individuals who had been detained under the Mental Health Act, 1983 can begin to transition into the community. Part of their order was that if individuals displayed concerning behaviour they could be re-called into Hospital. This would be faster than if the individual were not subject to a CTO. (MHA, 1983. Part 2 s.17a) This is in place to enable fast action in safeguarding adults. 
I have worked with individuals who have displayed concerning behaviour and have needed to have been detained under the Mental Health Act, 1983. This occurred when working in Wales. The organization I worked for followed their safeguarding policy which was ‘’developed in accordance with the principles established by the relevant statutory guidance and best practice around safeguarding children and adults’’. The National Autistic Society Overarching Safeguarding Policy, 2015. Within this policy is the use of DBS (Disclosure and Barring Service) checks. DBS checks are used to safeguard vulnerable groups of people who need to be protected in either their home, residential setting, school or day centre setting. These checks assist in ensuring that the most suitable people are appointed to roles working with these vulnerable groups. This is by identifying any risk of harm the potential volunteer/employer may present to vulnerable people. (Disclosure and Barring service, 2023).

An individual who was living in their own home had transitioned there from a hospital stay. I was part of a small staff team which provided 24 hours of care on 2:1 basis. As a team we identified that the individual was not coping in the community and presented as a risk to herself and other people. The crisis team where contacted by senior staff who shared that under the Mental Health Act, 1983 it was necessary that the individual was assessed. 
As a result of the assessment the individual was detained initially for 28 days as per a section 2 (MHA, 1983). However we were informed that the individual was later assessed and detained under Section 3 (MHA, 1983). 

As a support worker for a young adult with learning disabilities I contributed to making referrals to the Local Adults Learning Disability team. This was following a disclosure being made by the individual we were caring for, the allegation was of a sexual nature. The allocated social worker visited the individual’s home and wanted to speak to them regarding her disclosure. The social worker then spoke to the staff team. Further to this a Learning Disability nurse visited to have a conversation with the individual using tailored 
Communication methods.

Word Count 491
 










500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).






	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

Within my role as a Child Protection social worker practicing in Wales, my practice is guided by the Social Services and Well Being Act (2014).
The main legislation used by Local Authorities in Wales to safeguard adults and children is the Social Services and Well Being Act, 2014 (SSWB).  In an overview of the Act written by Social Care Wales (2017) it shares that the act addresses concerns and gaps in service which were highlighted in The White Paper, Sustainable Social Services for Wales: A Framework for Action, 2011.  These were;
· demographic changes, 
· increased expectations from those who access care and support 
· Continuing hard economic realities.
This overview does not state if these gaps in service relate more to Childrens or Adults social work. However it is unlikely that the Children who I work with will have higher expectations in the Care and Support they receive, it is more likely that their parents will have higher expectations. I have had conversations with parents who have expressed a disdain for access to practical help. Whereas the Children I speak to do not appear to have an understanding of what services could be available to them. 
Under the Human Rights Act 2006 there are 16 rights which place legal duties on public authorities to respect human rights in their decisions and actions. These rights affect both Childrens and adults. C. Darlington’s 2016 research has found that the Human Rights Act has affected children by 
· protecting their rights to privacy by receiving confidential advice and treatment about contraception and sexual health
· protecting children from abuse and harm when involved with the criminal justice system
· Ensuring that children’s rights in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, 2019 (UNCRC) are considered by courts, such as when deciding if interventions are breaching the child’s right to a family life.

Mangar Health’s 2016 article has found that Children are included and equally represented in Welsh Act’s where as in England Children and Adults are represented in different acts. This article suggests that different legislations, as used in Wales, will remove the difficulty associated with the transition period from childhood to adulthood.   
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mangar’s article states that Welsh legislation places a greater emphasis on safeguarding. This article suggests this is demonstrated by the adult protection Wales have put in place via national safeguarding boards, which support local safeguarding boards.
Word Count 394


400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).




5

image1.png
Prifysgol Cymru
N Y Drindod Dewi Sant

" University of Wales
Trinity Saint David




