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Approximately 0.5% of children annually are identified as being at risk of child abuse in England and Wales.  The results of this are severe and have the potential of chronic effects for children, as well as to their families and to society itself. Protecting vulnerable youths has been a priority to public health and since the 70s, Government funding in addition to schemes have risen however, the aim of this article is to understand that even though increasing funding and initiatives has gone towards vulnerable child protection, has this resulted in continuous decreases in child neglect cases. This is currently unclear, with child welfare professionals asking the question “Are trends in child abuse falling?”
The Journal explains that there appears to be little evidence regarding whether child neglect cases are rising or falling in England and Wales. Despite this, a number of cases and high-profile enquiries have resulted in the public and media to condemn child services and postulate that child neglect cases may be rising. The number of children noted as at risk as also risen over the past few years. An example of this could be that from 2016 to 2016, the number of children put into child protection plans rose by 1.6%, as well as the NSPCC responding to the greatest ever number of contacts in 2017. This data however, may not indicate a growing problem, however could come from improvements in responding to child neglect cases over time. When studying sustained changes over time by looking at long term trends, it has been found that the amount of child deaths linked to neglect have fallen since the 70s, which could argue a considerable reduction in child abuse. The theory that child abuse cases have fallen can be supported in a publication by Radford (2011) who argues that some characteristics of child neglect have become less frequent than those reported 12 years ago and is consistent with other types of data from the UK. An example of this is how cases of physical violence decreased considerably from 13.1% in 1998 to 9.8% in 2009. In addition to this, Radford also explains that the number of young people who reported being kissed and hugged in a sexual way considerable reduced from 50.7% to 47.5% between 1998 to 2009. Despite this, it was also found that there was a notable rise in reports of engaging in oral sex rising from 22% to 26.3% between 1998 and 2009. Some of the reasons why this is the case may not however, be connected to child abuse. To conclude what Radford reports, the findings do present a positive picture, with a decrease in reported incidents of emotional and physical punishments given by parents and carers. It is clear that the use of both quantitative and qualitative data has been use in Esposti’s journal has it is explained exactly how much child protection plans have risen by but also how child protection has been a public health priority since the 70s.
Due to the fact only a minimal percentage of unrepresentative cases lead to child mortality, additional evidence is required as well as this source, in order to fully understand the extent of child neglect. In a supporting article and research conducted by Gilbert (2011) surrounding neglect linked hospital admissions and violent child deaths in order to study trends in child abuse since the 80s. Despite finding no consistent data for rising or falling trends, their research showed that the use of a wide range of sources can be utilised for a broader estimation of trends in child neglect, although additional relevant sources do exist including data regarding neglect offences, which could be used in order to study trends in abuse. Evidence of this data can be seen in the journal by Esposti. 
When studying trends over an extensive period of time, it is crucial that time sensitive factors are taken into consideration. The journal adjusts for changes over time by controlling for population size through the use of population estimations for areas in order to calculate incidences. It also controls for changes in the population age structure through age standardising the incidences and investigating and identifying changes that may have affected the data consistency over time. This may range from organisational changes to changes in the recording practice.
As mentioned in the journal, despite being able to identify and record cases of child neglect in the UK, it may not present an accurate account this issue as many cases go unreported or unrecorded. Beckett and Warrington (2014) state that the current body of literature calls attention to one of the reasons that young people fail to report crimes and victimisation to either authorities or even informal sources of support, is because they may not realise that what has happened constitutes a criminal offence, or constitutes a type of victimisation needing support and correction. Responses to the need for evidence evidently supports the thesis that many young people may fail to recognise the offence that has been committed, further noting that many children often view victimisation in hindsight, rather than when the act has immediately been committed. Based on this, one could argue that as many children may not understand the crimes linked with child neglect, or may view the neglect as parental or guardian discipline. Children, especially younger children may not also recognise abuse from parents, guardians or people with a responsibility to a child and as a result, may fail to report such incidents, as well as the actual victim of the abuse failing to report neglect due to either not understanding the crimes or through lack of trust towards adults and other authority figures caused by the neglect received. 
From 1858 to 2016, there was a 90% overall fall in child deaths by homicide or assault. Despite this, the decrease was non- linear, with small rises during 1858 to 1870 and 1960-75. A yearly incidence for police- recorded child homicide fell in a linear fashion, even though data was only available for 1977-206. Police recorded child homicides considerably decreased by 1%. Research regarding the child mortality cases from Sidebotham (2010) explains that 105 serious case reviews linked to incidents happening from April 2009 to March 2010 were reported to the Department for Education. Of these 106 incidents, 59% (62) were fatal and 41% (43) were not fatal. Of the 62 fatal cases, 37% were ages 1 and younger and 48% were male. Record of all Serious Case Reviews and fatal Serious Case Reviews were calculated using mid 2009 population estimations for England by age and gender. The rates for Serious Case Reviews were the greatest in infancy with 6.02 per 100,000, decreasing to lower levels amongst school age children, then followed by a slight increase during late teenage years. Sidebotham also explains how a similar trend can be seen regarding fatal cases, although there is no increase during adolescence. The rates for all Serious Case reviews appear to be higher in males with 0.96 per 100,000 males, between 0-17, compared to females with 0.93 per 100,000 females. Despite this, it is seen that in fatal cases, fatal cases are higher in females with 0.53 to 0.60. More specifically, amongst infants and pre-school aged children, more girls than boys are recipients of fatal Serious Case Reviews however, the numbers in each group are small.
It can be seen in the journal that this is the first analysis of long-term trends regarding child neglect in England and Wales. The findings show that between 2000 and 2006, incidents of crimes towards children, as well as child protection registrations and children going into care rose significantly. The age of the child as well as the type of neglect appeared as crucial factors regarding both long term trends in addition to 2016 estimations. In 2016, those ages 15 to 16, were twice as likely to be killed from homicide or assaults rather that children aged one year or under and six times as likely compared to 1-14 years old. In 2016, the most frequent reason that a child would be placed on a Child Protection Register would be from emotional abuse following neglect. One could argue that the figures regarding deaths linked to child abuse being most common amongst those aged 15- 16, may be contrary to the beliefs of the majority of the public due to children in that age bracket being a lot older and less vulnerable compared to children aged 1 and under or even those aged 1 to 14. The Journal also states how violent deaths have fallen more for younger children compared to older children and even adolescents, and between 1858 and 2016, there was a major 96% decrease in infant mortalities, as well as a 1% rise in adolescent fatalities. The same pattern can be seen regarding sexual offences towards children with a 55% fall in those guilty of sexual offences with 13 and younger aged children, with a 319% rise in people found guilty of sexual activity with children aged 13- 16. As previously mentioned, in 2016, a larger number of adolescents died due to assaults or homicide compared to any other age group. Despite this, fewer children aged 15-16 were put onto the Child Protection compared to those younger than this. These results support the hypothesis that certain development ages are more susceptible to neglect and maltreatment, with adolescents being at a greater risk as opposed to those of a younger age. One could suggest that future studies could continue to examine whether children aged 15-16 are a more vulnerable age group and that child protection services should respond to this possible demand. 
The journal however, has some limitations. To begin with, official record fail to properly estimate incidents of child neglect due to the fact that many neglected children are not identified. In addition to this, each indicator comes with its own limitations. Limitations regarding the indicators of people found guilty of offences, children entering care as well as child protection registrations, are that they could mirror changes in thresholds controlled by developing policies and practices. Limitation for those helped by NSPCC data are that they depend of whether additional agencies are responsible for helping children and the capacity of the charity. Thirdly, it does not investigate the effects of further secular changes and does not study causes that may be linked and explain trends in child neglect, such as poverty and economic recession. Finally, official record data is typically poorly suited to primary research due to the data intendedly collected for specific research. Altogether, the findings have led to the understanding that child neglect is still a serious and significant issue around the UL and must continue to be a public health chief concern. Future studies should aim to understand if trends have continued to increase, if adolescents are still especially vulnerable and whether cases of mistreatment and emotional abuse are becoming more frequent. In future, child protection policies and practices must respond to these areas of increasing demand.
In conclusion, the journal explained thoroughly how child neglect cases have changed over the years and how child protection services are able to deal with these changes. The journal is an effective source, potentially used by undergraduate and postgraduate students studying the changes in the different types of abuse received by children in England and Wales and to use this journal as support and guidance during further reading around the subject of child neglect. The journal also provided data surrounding child neglect and can thus be used to compare similar journals to compare information and to also developed a clearer understanding of child neglect in the UK.
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