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Graduated with UWTSD DBA degree

1. Cheung Hoi-yan – Towards developing a holistic 
strategic management in the Hong Kong Police Force

2.  Angus YIP - The quality of environmental KPIs disclosure 
in ESG reporting for SMEs in Hong Kong

3.  Lawrence Lui - Residential satisfaction and behavioural
intentions: a study of private housing in Hong Kong

4.  Mandict WONG – A study of the effectiveness of the 
contemporary internal audit function of listed companies in 
Hong Kong
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Passed VIVA Exam and Revising  
1. Kelvin Leung - A study of the relationships between listed

companies’ environmental, social and governance (ESG)
reporting, company value and investment risk in Hong
Kong

2. Natural Kan - A study of the use of Zoom/Teams training
as an effective mode of training for the financial advisors
in Hong Kong

3. Stephanie Yeung – Towards a holistic management 
framework for social enterprises in Hong Kong
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Under supervision
1. Irene Chan - Development of a new funding model

for philanthropic foundations

2. Yvonne Wong - A study of open Innovation in Small
and Medium Enterprises in Hong Kong

3. Elissa Pang - A study on the influence of work From
Home on the work-life balance of female
employees in Hong Kong

4. Carlo Yu - A study of the rewards-based
crowdfunding for technology innovation start-ups
in China 6
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Internal Examiner (All Passed)

1. Ricky Chan - The impact of safety culture on safety performance: a study of    
the high-speed passenger craft   industry in Hong Kong

2. Edward Lui - The Effects of using Artificial Intelligence facilities in building 
harmonious community in property   management in Hong Kong and 
Mainland China Market

3. Felix Lee – Towards building a holistic management framework to drive 
growth using the disruptive innovation theory: a private healthcare 
organisation case in Mainland China

4. San Lee – The impact of organizational trust on the work-from-home 
experience and work outcomes: a study of high-tech employees in Hong Kong

5. Patrick Lau – Towards developing a management framework for managing 
inbound open innovation based High-Tech SMEs in Hong Kong
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How to Pass the Final Hurdle of Your Journey
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version of 
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PG8 – INTENTION TO SUBMIT FORM

This form should be completed by the student 
3 months prior to the expected date of FIRST 
submission or 1 month prior to a resubmission 
and sent to the Academic Office at 
pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk and to 
your Director of Studies. 

10

Intention to submit
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Examiners  (internal & external)
PG9 – NOMINATION OF EXAM BOARD

This form, with the relevant CVs, is to be completed by the 
Director of Studies and signed off by the Institute Representative.

Return it to the Academic Office 2 months prior to the submission 
date, where it will be submitted to the Research Degrees 
Committee for approval. 

The Academic Office will confirm approval of the Exam Board to 
all parties.
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Thesis submission

PG10 - NOTICE OF CANDIDATURE 

This form is to be completed by the student 
and submitted to the Academic Office at the 
time of submitting or resubmitting the thesis.

12
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VIVA Exam – Exam Board

PG12 EXAM BOARD REPORT FORM 

The examiners will assess the thesis and 
write comments and questions on their 
reports, and

Return to the Academic Office one week 
before the Board meeting.

13
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VIVA Exam Board Meeting

Meeting mode: 
Online by Microsoft Teams
Meeting duration: 
From 1.5 to 3.5 hours
Composition:
1. Chair – Professor from the University of Wales TSD, 

Prof. Jill Venus
2. External examiner
3. Internal examiner
4. Silent observer – One of student’s supervisors

d15
15

VIVA Exam Board Meeting
Process: 
a. Chair briefs examiners on the procedures and regulations in 

private without the student and supervisor for about 15 minutes.
b. Chair invites student and supervisor to join the meeting.
c. Chair asks student to introduce himself/herself to the board (5-8 

minutes).
d. Chair explains the meeting process to the student and asks the 

examiners to start the questioning.
e. External examiner usually goes first, followed by internal 

examiner, comments and asks questions on the general and 
overall aspects of the  thesis.

d16
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VIVA Exam Board Meeting

Process: 
f. Both examiners then go through the thesis chapter by 

chapter and ask specific questions and point out 
the problems.

g. After the examiners’ questioning, the Chair will ask the 
student and supervisor to  leave the meeting.

h.  The Chair and examiners will discuss the assessment 
of performance of the student and the thesis and consider 
he grade for the student (about 15 minutes).

i.   The Chair invites the student and supervisor to rejoin 
the meeting and announces the grade for the student.

d17
17

Guidance notes for Exam Board
The sections of this document require completion:
1.Candidate details
2.The External examiner's report on the thesis 
3.The Internal examiner’s report on the thesis
4.The Externals report on the oral examination
5.The joint report from both examiners
6.Matters of general concern
7.Chair of the Exam Board’s report
8.Formal recommendation by both examiners
9.Signature of all the Exam Board members

d18
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Guidance notes for Exam Board
The Chair of the Exam Board should ensure that all 
sections on the form are completed and signed by the 
Exam Board. The form should then be submitted to the 
Academic Office with 10 days of the viva voce. The 
Academic Quality Handbook contains the academic 
regulations relating to Research Degrees (Chapter 8) 
http://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/academic-office/academic-
quality-handbook/

d19
19

VIVA Exam Outcomes

d20

OUTCOMES: Confirmed
Outcome
(tick √)

A That the student be approved for the degree of Professional Doctorate; ☐

B That the student be approved for the degree of Professional Doctorate subject to the satisfactory completion of such
corrections and amendments as may be required by the Examining Board. The Examining Board may stipulate that the
corrections made shall be scrutinised by either or both examiners prior to the award process being initiated. Normally,
corrections shall be completed within 6 months from the date of official notification to the student of the outcome of
the examination;

☐

C That the student be not approved for the degree of Professional Doctorate at this stage but that the student is allowed
to modify the thesis and re-submit it for examination for the degree of Professional Doctorate on one further occasion.
The re-submission is to take place within a period not exceeding 1 year from the date of the official notification to the
student of the outcome of the examination (this option is not available in the case of a student who has re-submitted a
thesis for examination);

☐

D That the student be not approved for the award of the degree of Professional Doctorate. ☐

20
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VIVA Exam Outcomes

Grades: 

A - Pass without revision; 
B - Pass with minor or major revisions within 6 months

subject to the acceptance by the Exam Board; 
C - Re-submit and re-exam by the Exam Board within a year; 
D - Fail, no re-submission

d21
21

Submit final version of thesis

PG16 - CONFIRMATION OF CORRECTIONS FORM

This form is to be completed by the Exam Board 
members and returned to the Academic Office.

22
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The Key success factors
- Find appropriate examiners
- Well prepared
- Answers to the potential questions

VIVA Examination

23

23

Questions normally asked by Examiners

1. What is the key concept/framework of your
study?

2. Why is your study significant?
3. What are the research aims and objective?
4. What is key theory that you have selected for 

your research in the literature review.

24
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Questions normally asked by Examiners

• Why do you use only quantitative method instead of 
mixed method?

• Why the quality the research work is of substance?
• What is originality of your study?
• How does your research contribute to enhance the 

knowledge and practice in the field?

Prepare a list of answers to the potential questions which 
are likely to be raised in each chapter by the examiners.

25
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Criteria for the quality of a thesis and VIVA exam
Criteria High Quality Thesis Low Quality Thesis

Topic &
approach

Significant, challenging, and current Trivial, “too obvious”

High on originality of the approach with 
significant contribution to the field

Questionable originality, not convincing 
approach

Literature review Expert use of the literature in design of the 
study and discussion of the findings

Inadequate coverage or focus of the 
literature of the research topic

Thorough and clear synthesis of the literature Inaccuracies/omissions in referencing

Methodology Detailed, clear Missing key components

Findings & discussion Logical, coherent and convincing arguments Superficial, disintegrated

Communicative  
competence

Answer questions of examiners in a 
professional and academic way

Lack of clarity, evasive responses
26
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How to Pass the Final Hurdle of Your Journey
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Congratulations! Final revised thesis is accepted by 
the Exam Board and you receive the DBA degree!
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