


Gibbs’ Reflective Cycle (1988)
This research project examined the transformative impact of Artificial Intelligence (AI) on the professional photography business, emphasising issues, possibilities, and adaption options. My task was to write a whole dissertation utilising a Systematic Literature Review (SLR) and the Technology Acceptance Model (TAM) and Disruptive Innovation Theory as guides. The method necessitated the search, evaluation, and synthesis of secondary material, entailing significant engagement with academic databases, case studies, and industry reports. This was my first time doing research of this size, and I found it both hard and enjoyable.
In the beginning, I was shocked by how quickly AI was changing and how many sources there were. I was scared that I didn't have the technical knowledge to truly appreciate what AI meant for photography. But my confidence increased when I made a search plan and started to find topics that were important. I was inspired when I saw how important and timely the issue is and how the research may help photographers deal with this change in technology. When I came across other points of view, I sometimes became frustrated, but this also made me think more critically and check my sources more carefully.
There were plenty of good things about the research process. I was able to find good sources by using databases including the UWTSD Library, Google Scholar, and ScienceDirect. The SLR technique helped me stay structured, prevent prejudice, and keep my work academic. The theme analysis helped me find evident trends in the literature, especially when it came to innovation, ethics, and commercial strategy.
However, the absence of source data was a constraint. I thought that talking to photographers could have made my findings more interesting. Some themes were challenging to interpret because different authors used different terminologies and perspectives. However, integrating theoretical models like TAM and Disruptive Innovation Theory helped bring consistency to my analysis. 
I understood through this approach that secondary data may still provide you a lot of useful information when you evaluate it in a methodical way. The SLR needed discipline to sort through important information, use inclusion and exclusion criteria, and check credibility with the CRAAP test. The interpretivist concept helped me see AI as more than just a technical tool; it also helped me see it as a cultural and artistic thing. I learnt that an organised search method, critical review, and reflective interpretation of themes are all important for an SLR to work.
Reflecting on the experience, I think I have improved my research abilities, such as critical reading, synthesis, and academic writing. I now have a better understanding of how theoretical frameworks help with analysis and how secondary data can show important information about changes in an industry. If I were to do this study again, I would use interviews or focus groups to make up for the problems with secondary data and get real-world professional experiences.
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