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1. [bookmark: _Toc216475575]Introduction
Kennixton Farmhouse today stands at the St Fagans National Museum of History as one of the most iconic, well known and architecturally significant examples of the Welsh vernacular architecture. With its striking blood-red walls, thick stone structure and the intricately thatched roof it looks like something out of a fairy tale, however, it tells a several centuries long story of a carefully constructed working farmhouse that changed and grew with the place and its people. Originally built near Llangennith on the Gower peninsula, Kennexstone (Kenickstone, Kennyxtone, Kenneston according to various census) farmhouse dates back from the early 17th century and has evolved through multiple phases of expansion before its relocation to St Fagans in the mid-20th century, when it was taken down stone by stone, moved and built again. Because of this, one could argue the true authenticity of the house, however, it has to be also kept in mind that the Kennixton Farmhouse today is serving a very different role to its original task, which is no less, no more important to that two and a half centuries ago. Today it offers a detailed insight into a rural life of the eighteenth century and serves as a valuable case study of the material and symbolic languages of a rural Welsh vernacular construction.
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[bookmark: _Toc216475596]Figure 1 - Kennixton Farmhouse
2. [bookmark: _Toc216475576]Construction, Materials and Environmental Response
Kennixton is a large, solid stone-built farmhouse, typical of Gower. The walls, made of local stone, reach 600 mm thickness in places, and along with the small windows and low eaves the structure provides thermal mass and resilience to the exposed coastal climate and strong winds, keeping the interior temperatures stable.
 Steeply thatched roof, made from locally available materials, gives excellent insulation and also showcases the common characteristic of the vernacular Welsh building of that period.
 Architecturally, Kennixton's external form conveys solidity and modest starkness. The simplicity of the rectangular footprint of the earlier construction phase of the building demonstrates the focus on the practical longevity and climatic endurance rather than ornamentation, which aligns with broader characteristics of Welsh vernacular farmhouses.
 However, there is something strikingly apparent to this building, a visual characteristic that speaks louder than the rest and has become the most descriptive element of the Kennixton Farmhouse - it is its red lime wash. The choice of lime-wash is typical for Welsh farmhouses before the 19th century. It allows the walls to breathe, at the same time sealing and protecting the stonework against rain. The colour known in European folklore for its properties to ward off witches and evil spirits, it was commonly used on buildings across Gower peninsula. It was traditionally produced by mixing lime-wash and ox-blood. Fortunately, the deep-red lime wash of the house not only protected its inhabitants, it also provided an opportunity to the owners to show off their means and status.
3. [bookmark: _Toc216475577]The First House: Early Seventeenth-Century Origins
Originally built around 1610, as a Gable-entry house with a single ground floor room and a sleeping chamber above, Kennixton farmhouse is a typical post-medieval period single-range dwelling of southern and central Wales. The entrance on the gable wall, next to the fireplace, the ground floor was used as an all-purpose living space that combined cooking, eating, working and sometimes sleeping. The upstairs was accessed by a steep ladder or stairs, positioned between the fireplace and the wall. This simplicity demonstrates the household’s need for a spatial flexibility - as Johnson-Roehr (2023) notes, Welsh vernacular houses of the period were “organised around the logic of necessity,” minimising architectural complexity while maximising utility. Another, possibly more likely reason for the modest layout of the Kennixton farm, was the one shilling Hearth Tax that was invented in mid 17th century during the reign of Charles II and collected twice a year for each fireplace the dwelling had. The records of this time show that on the Gower Peninsula the majority (over 65%) of houses had 1 hearth. That changed with the abolition of the Hearth Tax, which then was replaced with the Window Tax.
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[bookmark: _Toc216475597]Figure 2 - Plan Showing the Development of the House between 1610 and 1750
4. [bookmark: _Toc216475578]Phase Two: The 1680 Kitchen Extension
The most remarkable transformation occurred in 1680, when the house was significantly extended by adding a large kitchen wing with open hearth, large chimney and smoking loft. This cegin would become a central core of the building - both physically and socially, and it would dominate the lived experience of the household. Previously an external wall chimney became an internal chimney. A staircase was also added, leading to the upstairs along the back of the chimney. This type of dwelling plan belongs to the most common vernacular Welsh farmhouse group and most likely is often the result of an extension work of the earlier structure (Hilling, 2018, p. 122). The new hearth-passage layout would have transformed the circulation patterns and introduced new functions in the domestic zoning. It should be noted that these modifications took place before the abolition of the Hearth Tax and therefore almost certainly demonstrates socioeconomic change, pointing out the growth of prosperity of the household, which would aspire and enable to improve and expand the building's functionality and representation.
5. [bookmark: _Toc216475579]Phase Three: The Mid-Eighteenth-Century L-Shaped Expansion
A further extension around 1750, when a back kitchen was added next to the cegin, with a room above it, creating an L shaped building. Whereas before the rooms were multifunctional, these improvements allowed to segregate the space for various domestic functions and separate cooking, storing and textile work from formal socialising. This was an increasingly typical occurrence in mid-18th century houses. Architecturally, there is a gradual and very noticeable move from a relatively simple one-room unit of 1610 towards a more complex, specialised layout in the eighteenth century, reflecting not only increased prosperity, but also changing ideas about comfort and privacy.
6. [bookmark: _Toc216475580]Interior Architecture, Craft and Domestic Life
The interior of the Kennixton Farmhouse today has been frozen in time and one can only guess how accurately it reflects its historical appearance. The atmosphere and the character of the house today is mostly the interpretation of the museum curators and historians, however, the objects and interior details of the Kennixton have moved to St Fagans with the house along with the memories of its last residents, therefore there is still a fair amount of evidence conveying the historical accuracy of the farmhouse, painting the overall picture.
 The farmhouse details, such as windows and window frames, partitions, fireplaces, floors, beams that are typical or unusual of the region are important silent storytellers of the history of a building.
 The hearth is the centre of most dwellings, not only practically but also metaphorically. Today in St Fagans the 1680 extension hearth of the Kennixton house is its focal point. It is a practical structure, but also a symbolic anchor that represents the household's economic and social place. The open fire served as a mean of cooking, heating, drying, lighting and curing meat on the raised platform above it - charnel box, a hearth feature mainly associated with Gower. Its positioning and scale tells about its importance and how significantly its addition changed the life of the people of the house.
 Near the fireplace there is probably the most distinctive interior feature - the built-in wooden box-bed or bed cupboard - an enclosed sleeping compartment, that blurs the boundary between interior architecture and furniture. These beds are particularly associated with Gower homes and Kennixton today features a rare original.
[image: A room with a table and chairs
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[bookmark: _Toc216475598]Figure 3 - 1618 Extension with the Hearth and Bed Cupboard
In the oldest part of the Kennixton Farmhouse, built into the original hearth is a Clay Bake-oven. Manufactured in North Devon, these ovens eventually reached Glamorgan by the late 17th century and became a rather common feature of Welsh rural households. The walls of this room today are printed with stencilled pattern - a type of decoration that subtly shows the households status alongside with the tall clock ticking in the window-lit corner of the room. This room carries the feel of a later period of the house history - the early 19th century.
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[bookmark: _Toc216475599]Figure 4 - Original Room in the 19th Century Style
 The mortar floors we see today in St Fagans Kennixton, were made, using a traditional recipe, mixing lime, sand and coal ashes. These floors have proved themselves through centuries being extremely effective and long-lasting.
 The upper rooms provide evidence, how space was arranged, families often sharing the sleeping space that was divided in heated and unheated, rather than parent and children’s areas. Original in-and-out boarding timber partitions of the house have not been preserved, but the ground floor ceiling has hollow-stop chamfered beams, typical to later 17th and early 18th centuries. The existing case and sash windows with square heads and Ovolo-moulded Mullions may or may not be reflecting what these features were like before the Kennixton was moved from its original setting, but they are one of the most commonly used window profiles used in the area.
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[bookmark: _Toc216475600]Figure 5 - Upper Floor Bedrooms
7. [bookmark: _Toc216475581]Vernacular Context and Regional Identity
Compared with upland longhouses—where people and cattle shared a single structure—Kennixton represents a lowland, economically diverse farmstead with greater separation of functions. It demonstrates the variety within Welsh vernacular architecture and challenges any attempt to define a singular “Welsh farmhouse type.”
 Gower’s architectural character is distinctive within Wales due to centuries of English cultural influence. Kennixton reflects this hybridity. The early gable-entry plan aligns with Welsh vernacular tradition, while the later integration of a formal parlour corresponds to English gentry-influenced domestic models. This synthesis highlights how vernacular architecture evolves through cultural contact rather than existing as a static form.
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[bookmark: _Toc216475601]Figure 6 - Farmhouse together with Barn
8. [bookmark: _Toc216475582]Relocation, Reconstruction and the Question of Authenticity
Kennixton’s journey from Llangennith to St Fagans is itself part of its architectural story. By the mid-twentieth century the old farmhouse was no longer suited to modern farming, and in 1951 its then owner, J. B. Rogers, donated it to the newly established Welsh Folk Museum (now St Fagans National Museum of History). The building was carefully dismantled, with each stone and timber recorded, and then re-erected near Cardiff. It opened to the public in 1955 and was later given Grade II listed status, recognising its national importance.
 Scholars such as Lowenthal (1995) and Jokilehto (1999) have noted that the relocation of historic buildings raises questions regarding authenticity.
In the case of Kennixton, the architectural authenticity lies not in the farm’s physical location but in the preservation of its form, materials, and spatial logic. The rebuilding process preserved key structural and material elements while allowing the public to encounter a rare architectural typology first-hand. As a result, Kennixton contributes to a broader understanding of rural Welsh architecture and social history in a way that would not have been possible had the building fallen into ruin.
 At St Fagans today, Kennixton is accompanied by its original barn, cow stall, hayloft and calves’ cots, moved from Gower in the early 2000s (Amgueddfa Cymru, n.d.-b). This allows the farmhouse to be read not as an isolated dwelling but as the nucleus of a functioning agricultural system. The arrangement is compact and efficient, with movement between house and outbuildings designed to minimise labour. Interestingly, the non-conformists' strong belief in education led to the Kennixton barn being temporarily used as a visiting school in the mid-1740s to teach over eighty pupils (Wiliam, 1986, p. 170).
By reconstructing the farmstead ensemble, St Fagans allows visitors to experience a coherent architectural environment.
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[bookmark: _Toc216475602]Figure 7 - Kennixton Barn in its New Location in St Fagans
9. [bookmark: _Toc216475583]Conclusion
Thus, while relocation complicates traditional notions of authenticity, it enhances the building’s role as a cultural and educational artefact.
 The building’s relocation to St Fagans raises questions about authenticity but also ensures the preservation of an architectural form that might otherwise have been lost. Through its reconstruction, Kennixton allows contemporary audiences to engage with vernacular building traditions not as static historical artefacts, but as living testimonies of cultural resilience, environmental adaptation and everyday creativity.
 For architectural scholarship, Kennixton stands as a vivid reminder that vernacular buildings—often overlooked in architectural canons—are critical to understanding how people have historically shaped, and been shaped by, their built environments.
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