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Aims: 
• To critically appraise a range of 

research plans 

• To understand thematic analysis as 
a method of qualitative analysis

 
• To build quality-assurance 

mechanisms into the collection 
and analysis of qualitative data 



Tabletop Presentations 



Analysing data

• Involves making a series of decisions – essential that the reflexive 
researcher identifies decision-making points to maximise quality of 
research and prevent unintended bias. 

• Getting to know data, reducing large dataset (qualitative or 
quantitative) into a form in which they can be understood and 
reported. 

• Analyse and present data in ways that enable others to go through 
them and make sense of them. 

Elliott (2023) 







Transcription? 

Non-verbal 
activity? 

Pseudonyms? 
Summarising? 

Verbatim? 

Thick 
description? 



Thematic Analysis (TA) 

TA is a method for identifying and analysing patterns 
(themes) within qualitative data and is a form of 
pattern recognition within the data.  
A theme captures something important about the data 
in relation to the RQ and represents a level of 
patterned response or meaning within the data.  

Gray (2018)



Six phases of reflexive thematic analysis

• Phase I – Familiarising yourself with the dataset

• Phase 2 – Coding

• Phase 3 – Generating initial themes

• Phase 4 – Developing and reviewing themes

• Phase 5 – Refining, defining and naming themes

• Phase 6 – Writing up 



• Identify segments of data that 
appear potentially interesting, 
relevant or meaningful to your 
RQ and apply initial code labels 
aimed at capturing single 
meanings or concepts. 

• Coding isn’t just about summarising and reducing content, it is 
also about capturing your analytical take on the data. 

• You code the entire dataset, systematically and thoroughly.
• When done, you collate your code labels and then compile the 

relevant segments of data for each code.  

Braun and Clarke (2022: 35)



• Start identifying shared 
patterned meanings across 
your dataset.

• Compile clusters of codes to 
share a core idea or concept 
which is relevant to your RQ. 

• Theme development is an active process; themes are 
constructed by the researcher, based around the data, the RQs 
and the researcher’s knowledge and insights. 

• Codes capture a specific or particular meaning; themes 
describe broader, shared meanings. 

Braun and Clarke (2022: 35)



Example:  Phase 3 -  Generating initial themes  



• Your task is to assess the initial 
fit of your provisional themes 
and the viability of your overall 
analysis by going back to the 
full dataset. 

• Development and review involves checking that the themes 
make sense in relation to the coded extracts, and then the full 
dataset.

 

Braun and Clarke (2022: 35)



• Here you will fine-tune your 
analysis  - ensuring that each 
theme is clearly demarcated 
and is built around a strong 
core concept or essence. 

• Key activities in this phase involve writing a brief synopsis of 
each theme.

• You also decide on a concise, punchy and informative name for 
each theme. 

 

Braun and Clarke (2022: 36)



Example:  Phase 5 -  Refining, defining and naming themes 



What about QUALITY? 



Quality in research… how trustworthy is your plan?  

Quantitative research…
• Concerned with validity and 

reliability

Qualitative research…
• Does not use instruments with 

established metrics about validity 
and reliability

 



• Avoiding researcher bias – audit trail?
• Member checking
• Triangulation
• Thick description How might you 

quality-assure your 
data collection and 
interpretation? 

Qualitative research:  How do you know your findings 
are true and accurate?  



Aims: 
• To critically appraise a range of 

research plans 

• To understand thematic analysis as 
a method of qualitative analysis

 
• To build quality-assurance 

mechanisms into the collection 
and analysis of qualitative data 
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