
Review of Postgraduate thesis/dissertation


[bookmark: _GoBack]Choose any thesis/dissertation, which is of interest and answer the following questions. (Individually) (CH Research Methods exercise)



1. Have you seen a thesis/dissertation before? What are your initial feelings? 
2. Is there a good abstract?
3. Are the research objectives/hypotheses evident and rationalised?
4. Is the literature review contemporary, critical and logically structured?
5. To what extent are the methods appropriate for the topic?
6. Are there enough results to answer the research questions?
7. To what extent does the study achieve the following research criteria?
8. Is the presentation of suitable accuracy?
9. How could the methodology be improved?
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It helps to assess a dissertation/thesis to clarify what is required to achieve an M.Sc., M.A., M.Phil., Ph.D.  Answer the following assessment criteria questions and allocate a percentage for the dissertation/thesis. (In Pairs)

1. Criteria for evaluation of research (Silverman, 2015: 58)

2. Are the methods of research appropriate to the nature of the question being asked?


3. Is connecting to an existing body of knowledge or theory clear?

4. Are there clear accounts of the criteria used for the selection of study cases, and of the data collection and analysis?


5. Does the sensitivity of the methods match the needs of the research question?

6. Was the data collection and record-keeping systematic?


7. Is reference made to accepted procedures for analysis?

8. How systematic is the analysis?


9. Is there adequate discussion of how themes, concepts and categories were derived from the data?

10. Is there adequate discussion of the evidence for and against the researcher’s arguments?


11. Are there any typographical errors?

12. Quality of presentation.
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