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Assessment One: Archival Exercise


Walsingham Priory

According to Gillet, [footnoteRef:1]  the Holy House, erected in 1061 at the instruction of Christ’s Mother to Richeldis de Faverches, and subsequently enclosed within the grounds of Walsingham Priory in 1153, became an important site of Catholic pilgrimage until 1538. Following the Dissolution, pilgrimage dwindled but revived in the 1950’s.  [1:  H. M. Gillett (ed.), Walsingham: The History Of A Famous Shrine. (London: Burn Oates & Washbourne, 1950). p.1-67.] 


This exercise considers what archival material might contribute to the story.



The Covid pandemic limited searches to online archives and personally owned published material. 

Gillet identified the Pepys Library as holding one document[footnoteRef:2] but online searches for records in other archives revealed more.[footnoteRef:3] [2:  Gillet, Walsingham, p.101.]  [3:  Sites explored online included The National Archives using the Discovery search engine (Online at https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/   [accessed 18th October 2021]), Norfolk Record Office (Online at https://www.archives.norfolk.gov.uk/  [accessed 21st October 2021]),  the British Library (Online at https://www.bl.uk/catalogues-and-collections/catalogues  [accessed 20th October 2021]), British Museum (https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection  [accessed 18th October 2021]),  Norwich Cathedral (http://www.cathedral.org.uk/learning/library [accessed 18th October 2021]),  Pepys Library (https://www.magd.cam.ac.uk/pepys/catalogues  [accessed 21st October 2021]),  Chester Beatty Museum (Online at https://chesterbeatty.ie/ [accessed 2nd November 2021])  and Bodleian Library (Online at https://digital.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/   [accessed 20th October 2021]).  ] 


Searches parameters included ‘Walsingham’, ‘Walsingham Priory’, ‘Walsingham Manuscripts’ and ‘1000-1600’.  The National Archives yielded 39 relevant records of which 18 were held elsewhere, including The Royal Society of Antiquaries[footnoteRef:4] and Holkham Hall. These and sources discovered elsewhere were considered. The sources listed below were selected to give a flavour of the spirituality and disputes of the canons, and the place of the Priory in the wider world.  [4:  Online at https://collections.sal.org.uk/home [accessed 18th October 2021].] 





1. Cambridge, Magdalene College (Pepys Library), PL 1254 (6) (The Foundation Of The Chapel Of Walsingham [In verse], 1496,).[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Magdalene College (Pepys Library), PL 1254(6). Available online. [Accessed 3rd November 2021].] 


Published by Richard Pynson, this pilgrim ballad, dated c1496, belonged to Richard Smith (1606-1682), Samuel Pepys (1682-1703), John Jackson (1703-1723) and the Pepys Library from 1724. Reproduced in Gillet,[footnoteRef:6]  it is the earliest available account of the 1061 Walsingham Legend, the seed from which arose pilgrimage to Walsingham. The circumstances surrounding its publication and whether we might bridge the years between Richeldis’ dream and its publication could make an interesting dissertation. [6:  Gillet, Walsingham, p.101.] 



2. Dublin, Chester Beatty Museum, W022 (Walsingham Bible).[footnoteRef:7]  [7:  Chester Beatty W022. Available online [accessed 2nd November 2021].] 


Dated c1153, this leather-bound codex is an illuminated Latin bible (from Genesis to Ruth) written onto parchment. Belonging to Henricus Burnham, a 15th century canon of Walsingham Priory,[footnoteRef:8]  it survived the Dissolution, much later passing to the Phillipps Collection. It was purchased by Edith Beatty for her husband in 1921 from Fitzroy Fenwick, inheritor of the Phillips collection.  [8:  Dickinson, J. C., The Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1956), p.139. ] 



3. Holkham Hall, NRA 12332 Coke (Misc deeds 1835-8, 2024 Tittleshall Manor, Holkam, Wigton, Burnham, Creake and Longham deeds passim).[footnoteRef:9]  [9:  Holkham Hall, NRA 12332 Coke. Available online [Accessed 5th November 2021]. ] 


This collection of deeds and estate papers, dated 13th – 16th century, includes those for Walsingham Priory. These cover most of the period from the foundation of priory at Walsingham and could contain evidence to support the date and ownership and holdings of the priory from foundation to Dissolution.

4. London, Society of Antiquaries of London, MSS/0622, (Walsingham Priory. Cellarer’s Account). [footnoteRef:10]  [10:  Society of Antiquaries of London, MSS/0622. Available online [accessed 21st October 2021].] 


Dated Michaelmas1494-1495, this account by Thomas Bynham, may provide background to the lifestyle of the monks and their guests at Walsingham Priory and alude to the prosperity of the Priory around the time of the publication of the Pynson Ballad. 



5. London, The National Archives, C1/69/367 (Prior of St. Mary in Walsingham v Two Monks of the Priory of St Mary in Walsingham). [footnoteRef:11]   [11:  The National Archives, C1/69/367. Available online. [Accessed 3rd November 2021].] 


This Chancery document, dated 1386-1486, includes a petition raised by John, Prior of Walsingham Priory, for the arrest of two monks and for the Exchequer to audit financial affairs at the priory. 



6. London, The National Archives, C132/27/5 (Inquisitions Post Mortem, Series I, Henry III).[footnoteRef:12] [12:  The National Archives, C132/27/5. Available online. [Accessed 3rd November 2021].] 


This record, dated 1261/1262, lists the holdings (forestry, landed estates and manors) of Richard de Clare, earl of Gloucester, including ‘Great and Little Walshingham manor’ and ‘[Norfolk]: Great Walsingham, Little Walsingham, Wells, Warham’. 



7. Norwich, Norfolk Record Office, FLT 1/252; FLT 1/273; FLT 1/321-3 (Flitcham Estate (Earl of Leicester) Manuscripts: Schedule of Deeds from Estate Catalogue, c 1200-1893)[footnoteRef:13]  [13:  Norfolk Record Office, FLT 1/252; FLT 1/273; FLT 1/321-3. Available online. [accessed 5th November 2021].] 


· FLT 1/252: This terrier, created in c1485, lists lands held by the Prior of Walsingham in Flitcham and Snoring in the second year of the reign of Richard III. This provides evidence of the extent of priory holdings towards the end of the Wars of the Roses.

· FLT 1/273: Dated 1449, this court leet includes payments made by the Prior for Walsingham to Foulsham Manor. This may provide further evidence of the wealth of the priory.

· FLT 1/321-3: Dated 1540, these dissolution papers relating to the transfer by the Crown of the lands of Flitcham Priory , a dependant cell of Walsingham Priory, to new holders .


8. Norwich, Norfolk Record Office, Press B, case 9, shelf d (NRA 6667 Norwich), (Flitcham Estate (Earl of Leicester) Manuscripts: Schedule of Deeds from Estate Catalogue)[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Norfolk Record Office, Press B, case 9, shelf d (NRA 6667 Norwich). Available online. [accessed 5th November 2021]. ] 


This document, dated 1441/1442, represents the arbitration of a dispute between Walsingham Priory and the city of Norwich. This is evidence of the dealings of the Priory within the regional socio-political community. The National Archives reference does not match the Record Office online catalogue. Further discussion with the archivist is necessary.




9. Oxford, Bodleian Library, MS. Lat. liturgy. g. 9. [footnoteRef:15]   [15:  Bodleian Library, MS. Lat. liturgy. g. 9. Available online. [accessed 21st October 2021]. ] 


This 15th century parchment codex was a devotional item belonging to Richard Vowell, the last prior of Walsingham (1514-1538). It was passed on to the Tolle family after the Dissolution, then the Bateman family (1787-1861) who then sold it through Sotheby’s to Quaritch (1893). Acquired by Sir Leicester Harmsworth, it was later (1945) sold by his estate through Sotheby’s to Quaritch. Purchased by W. A. Pantin (1956) it was bequeathed to the Bodleian in 1974. 




10. Oxford, Bodleian Library, MS. Top. Norf. b. 1 (Cartulary of the Augustinian Priory of St. Mary’s, Walsingham). [footnoteRef:16] [16:  Bodleian Library, MS. Top. Norf. b.1.  Available online. [accessed 21st October 2021]. 
] 


This 13th century manuscript, previously part of British Library MS. Cotton Nero E. VII., contains transcripts of deeds relating to places within Burnham deanery. 





Conclusion

This exercise identified several potential lines of enquiry. It might be interesting to investigate the development of pilgrimage to Walsingham, or how the Priory interacted with the rest of society. Similarly, the story of the Pynson Ballad and its publication within its wider historical context. 

Future work includes physically examining these records. Visiting Walsingham to view the Priory ruins, the collection of pilgrim memorabilia at the Museum of the Blessed Virgin Mary and the remains of the Holy House at the Anglican Shrine will add context to appreciating the history and lived experience of those who have gone before. 
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