3. Assessment Three: Dating or Database exercise
3.2. Database Exercise (Modern)
Vessel Fabiana (1819)
 
The Slave Voyages Transatlantic Database lists 8 voyages for the Fabiana, and one for a vessel called the Nueva Fabiana (ID14694). The similarities of owner’s name and voyages indicates that it is possible that they are the same vessel. There are no entries for the vessel name, or variants of it, in the Intra-American database. Two voyages in 1819.
Six voyages are listed as beginning at Havana. These have voyage IDs 14692, 14753, 14812, 42154, 2315 and 2356. Voyages 14659 and 41344 are not shown with an embarkation point named.
Voyages with IDs 2315 and 2356 show as landing the slaves in Freetown. All others as landing in Havana.
Voyage IDs 14692 and 41344 stop at an unspecified port in Puerto Rico before finishing their journey and landing their slaves in Havana.
The arrival dates at destination ports for the Fabiana shows three in 1816 (IDs 14659, 14692 and 14753), two in 1817 (IDs 14812 and 42154), two in 1819 (IDs 2315 and 41344) and the final listed voyage in 1823 (ID 1823). 
The Nueve Fabiana (ID 14694) departs Havana with captives being purchased at an unspecified African port before returning to Havana in 1816.
As can be seen, there are only two voyages being completed in 1819, but an investigation of the other voyages in the database can be used to better understand the overall picture.
 
All voyages sail under the Spanish flag.
The vessel is described as a schooner or a goleta, goleta being the Spanish word for schooners used by their navy. 
All bar the last three voyages say the captives were purchased at an unspecified African port. 
Voyage 2315 indicates slaves being purchased in “Trade Town”. Whether this is the name of a town
or just an indication of a general town that trades is unclear. Voyage 41344 lists a purchase location
as “Southeast Africa and Indian Ocean islands” and voyage 2356 as Bonny. 
 
Voyage basic data. 
All being for the ship named ‘Fabiana’ except where stated for the Nueve Fabiana, here included in date order. Further research is needed to confirm if it is the same vessel with a temporary name. 
 
1816
Voyage ID 14659
Captain Bignol
Owner none specified
Vessel type/rig described as Goleta
Slaves brought on board 256
Slaves disembarked at destination 244
 
1816
Voyage ID 14692
Captain Bernardo Bignol
Owner Martin Hernández
Vessel type/rig described as Schooner
Slaves brought on board 234
Slaves disembarked at destination 205
 
1816
Voyage ID 14694 (Nueva Fabiana)
Captain Andrés Mena Pérez
Owner Gaspar Hernández
Vessel type/rig described as Goleta
Slaves brought on board 304
Slaves disembarked at destination 295
 
1816
Voyage ID 14753
Captain Bernardo Bignol
Owner none specified
Vessel type/rig described as Schooner
Slaves brought on board 168
Slaves disembarked at destination 147
 
1817
Voyage ID 14812
Captain Joaquin Yelechy Zorrilla
Owner none specified
Vessel type/rig described as Schooner
Slaves brought on board 266
Slaves disembarked at destination 233
 
1817
Voyage ID 42154
Captain Ruiz, Manuel Bignol
Owner none specified
Vessel type/rig described as Schooner
Slaves brought on board 234
Slaves disembarked at destination 205 
As the numbers are the same as for 14692 this seems unlikely to be accurate for one of the voyages.
 
1819
Voyage ID 2315
Captain Juan Garcia
Owner none specified
Vessel type/rig described as Schooner
Slaves brought on board 13
Slaves disembarked at destination 13
This voyage is shown as having been captured by the British. “Original goal thwarted (human agency)” with “Slaves disembarked in Old World”, therefore the people do not escape slavery but do not reach Havana. 13 named slaves are recorded as having been liberated by the British in the People part of the Slave Voyages website. Considering that all the other voyages take on well over 100 slaves, this number needs further investigation.
 
1819
Voyage ID 41344
Captain Yelechy
Owner Gaspar Hernández
Vessel type/rig described as Goleta
Slaves brought on board 185
Slaves disembarked at destination 180
A return to choosing to land at Havana rather than Freetown may be a reaction to the previous journey being waylaid. 
 
1823
Voyage ID 2356
Captain Juan Manuel María
Owner none specified
Vessel type/rig described as Schooner
Slaves brought on board 172
Slaves disembarked at destination 170
This voyage suffering the same fate as 2315, being captured by the British. These are the only two that attempt to land in Freetown and are the only two captured. They may have tried to land at Freetown again thinking that events during the four years gap would have made it safer to do so.
This is the only voyage that specifically lists and slaves, two here, as dying during the crossing.
 
 
In 1807 the British government enacted an abolition of the slave trade, although this was not completely enforced in the colonies until 1838 as it was decided to compensate the slave owners for having to free the enslaved people and this took time. The fact that there is today a Modern Slavery Bill and bodies such as Anti-Slavery International exist is evidence that slavery is still an issue.
The capture of voyage ID 2315 by the British was part of the actions taken by the West African Squadron of the Royal Navy to liberate captives. Freetown in Sierra Leone is the main resettlement location for these people. The definition of ‘freedom’ can be questionable.
 
Taking only the 1819 voyages by entering vessel name and date into the People Database we can find details for 13 of the enslaved people, indicating that this was voyage 2315. One female 15 year old, the rest male with ages ranging from 16 to 30. After being brought to Sierra Leone by the British they are all shown as having settled in the town of Bathurst (originally called Leopold). Where a language is recorded there is one man referred to as “multiethnic” with four men as Crue, one Mende, one Kono and one Fula. No other members of this group have languages listed. They all have their names included. 
      
Further details of liberated slaves can be found in the Liberated African Department of the Endangered Archives Programme and the National Museums Liverpool have a long history of researching and presenting information.
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