








Jasmine Thomas
1902630
How I and others Learn about Business
Learning and Collaborative Learning
BMSP4003













My learning environment and how it compares with other students I know of.
I  do believe everyone has a different personal learning environment that works for them, not everybody is the same when it comes to taking in information. My preferred learning environment is in the classroom, the reasoning for this is because I need to be shown and explained thoroughly the information that’s being taught to me. I’m also able to ask questions and work with other students while working on the tasks that have been given to me to complete. When lectures have finished for the week and I’m urged to do work on my own I usually use technology to help me complete the work and have a better understanding of the work I’m learning about. The learning technology I use most is Youtube, mainly because I find it easier to process information from someone explaining it than just reading it out myself. I find it very useful as Youtube always has the information I need from various people, so if I find that one video isn't helping me understand the topic I can easily go on to another video which might help me more.
First-Year Business Management Student Caitlin Innes has a similar learning environment as me as she explains:
“I feel I learn better being shown information, so classroom-based learning mainly but also I use some apps like Facebook and Youtube for the same purpose. I don't do well trying to figure stuff out myself.”
Following Caitlin Innes statement, I realise my learning environment is much like hers. It is crucial for us students have a whole understanding of a subject because without the understanding we are more likely to have poor results in assignments and exams. This could then lead to students resitting a year of university, which can then lead students to feel less confident in themselves which is important for them to have to be successful and follow their ideal occupations. 
First-Year Business Management student Nicole Bragg also had a similar learning environment as me and Caitlin Innes:
“For Learning Technology, I have access to my laptop or home computer. From there I tend to use the Google search engine or Google scholar to access academic books, articles etc. Whilst also using YouTube or Television Documentary's to visualise information as I find it is easier to take in visually than reading from a book.”
Although learning online is a useful source to have I do believe that learning face to face is much more effective as you have the lecturers to ask questions and explain the exact information you don’t understand. I find learning in class is important because you can gain confidence by working with others and doing group presentations,  this way you form a community where you all help each other no matter the different ages, genders, and lifestyles. This is, in my opinion, is a key-value to life as you can not expect to do everything by yourself, help is around you everywhere only if you don’t stop yourself from asking because you are too afraid.
Analysis and discussion on my learning approach on my undergraduate programme thus far.
The difference between individual and collaborative learning is that collaborative is when more than one individuals gather to work as a group and share ideas and thoughts on a subject to help each other, while individual learning is when one individual work by themself on their work. Since beginning my business management course, I have noticed that I work better with both techniques of learning instead of just one. The advantage of collaborative learning is I can work with other students in my class and this allows me to gain new and different information from other students which helps me to have a better understanding of my work. I especially enjoy when we get group projects in class to do a presentation because you can spread around roles between the group, for example, one person can be better at designing the presentation while another person can be better at collecting data and information, and one person can be better at presenting the presentation therefor everyone can have a certain role and the work is spread out evenly between the group. The only disadvantage of collaborative learning is while working in a group some members won’t want to collaborate as much as the others, in and this can cause friction between group members because some people of the group are working harder than others.
From the beginning of the undergraduate course, my lecturers have strongly encouraged collaborative learning between us students, it was especially important for us to do it from the start because it was a way of getting to know other students and seeing who we were more compatible to work with and who not.
The advantage of individual learning is I get to work at my own pace which helps me not to stress too much about holding others behind and leads me to concentrate better. I do find I gain more confidence while doing work individually, for example when I’m working on assignments which are usually individual work and I get a high mark in the assignment I find myself to feel more confident afterwards because it was all my hard written work.
How my use of digital technology is used in my learning
Digital technology plays a principal role in my learning, without digital technology I wouldn’t be able to learn and correct myself as much as I do now.  When I study for oncoming lectures and research for my assignments, I find myself using Youtube most of the time because of the variety of sources I’m able to use.  I’m personally a visual and audio learner, therefore, I find it easier to take in information from videos that are presenting and explaining relevant information to my subject. The advantage of using Youtube for my digital learning is I can use it wherever I am at whatever time,  I don’t have to be at university or my home to be able to do work I can be sitting in a café or even sitting on the bus I can simply go on my phone and be able to use YouTube on there and make notes on my phone to then write down when I arrive back home. Another advantage I find from using YouTube is I can save videos for future assignments involving the subject I'm learning about at that moment, it is also easy to copy the link to share with other students in my class who might not understand the subject very clear. I realise in many lectures that the lecturers use YouTube videos to help further explain information on a subject, which I find useful because sometimes in class it can be difficult to process all the information the lecturer is trying to teach because it becomes tedious and I regularly lose focus, therefore I find videos being used in lectures quite useful because it keeps the lecture interesting. 
Another digital technology I use for all my essays is Grammarly, I’m sure many other students also use this app for their assignments. Going back to what I said previously digital technology plays an important role in my learning because without it I wouldn’t be able to correct myself on my spelling, grammar, and punctuation. The best thing about Grammarly is that it’s free to download on to my laptop, as I live on the campus of my university I must save money and Grammarly is a free app which helps me with my assignments. The only disadvantage of using Grammarly is even though its free to download and it does the job just well if you want premium costs £11.99 a month, but luckily word documents also check on grammar and spelling for free.
The last digital learning technology I use quite frequently is Moodle which is very important for my learning. Moodle is an online open-source learning platform that both lecturers and students use, without Moodle it would be hard to keep track of assignments and lectures. The lecturers use the platform to plan lessons and post them for us students to look back on when we leave the lecture, they also post a timetable for when drafts and assignments are due and include a Turnitin link where we submit our assignments to once we finished. Without Moodle I would find it difficult to keep up to scratch with my work, this is because the lectures are posted online by the lecturers for us to not only look back on to revise after lectures but also to catch up on the classroom lecture we have missed for some circumstance.
First-year Business Management student Caitlin Innes opinion on why she believes Moodle is an important tool of digital learning for students:
“Moodle is important for our learning because we can reference back to Moodle if we missed a class or if we want to go over the information said in class again, also there is help available for our assignments on Moodle.”

Advice for new undergraduates to prepare for learning on the Business Management Course
When I began my Business and Management course I was quite current with digital technology as I had just finished school two months prior going to University, I felt I had the advantage over most students in my class because most had not been in education for a while. But since beginning the course I have realised there is much learning technology that I didn’t even realise I needed. My first advice for undergraduates who are considering going on to the Business Management course is to listen in class when the lecturers explain how to use Moodle, I found it difficult to figure out Moodle first but luckily for me, I lived with another student on my course who helped me understand how to use Moodle. Without Moodle you wouldn’t be able to catch-up on lectures you have missed, you wouldn’t be able to look back at the lecture for additional information, and you wouldn't be a hundred per cent sure on your deadlines.
Another advice I would give undergraduates who have difficulty processing and memorising information is to use YouTube. I’m a visual and audio learner therefor information being presented through videos are easier for me to process and remember instead of just reading information out from paper or book. While being in lectures the lecturers will do their best to keep the lesson from being dull by handing out group activities and showing some videos throughout the lecture to further explain a subject. This is also a reason why it’s important to learn how to use Moodle because most lesson includes videos from YouTube which you can look back on Moodle. 
My last advice is to make sure that you get to know everyone on your course, this avoids the feeling of being alone and unconfident. By making friends with the other students you can share and discuss lectures and assignments together on subjects you are not certain on. I believe it’s very important for undergraduates to make friends with fellow pupils because when students are unsure of information you are most likely to email your lecturers for advice but sometimes it can take a while for them to reply because they have many other students to attend to also, this is when friends come into a hand. After all, they are most likely to reply faster to you. But the lecturers are always going to be there for you when you need advice or help on assignments. The best advice I can give undergraduates is that technology is going to be very valuable on your course, so make sure to pay attention when lecturers are explaining to you how to use technology therefore you won’t have as much difficulty understanding.
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