Graveyard Report

For this report I decided to analyse the idea of how headstone typology changes depending on the age of the person who has died, specifically children and young adults. I decided to choose this topic of age and typology because prior to beginning the assignment I knew that the idea of children dying at a younger age was perceived very differently to the way in which it is perceived today, and I wondered if I would have been able to see that in the graveyard. 
The graveyard we were using to complete this report is the one by and surrounding St Peter’s Church in Lampeter. From records, we know that there were at least 2 previous churches on the site where St Peter’s Church stands today. We don’t know the date of the first medieval church that stood on the site that we know today, but we do know that the earliest it was mentioned was in 1291 by Pope Nicholas when he was writing the taxation records (Lewis, 1993). A man named S. R Meyrick (1808) described the original church being “plentifully supplied with the venerable yew” of which many may still be the ones that are in the graveyard today. Meyrick also described the early church as significantly smaller than the one that is there today, once also having an inner porch protruding out from the front door which was apparently later taken down for unknown reasons. It also has two doors, one of them was facing south, similar to the way in which the door is positioned today in the newer church. We also know that the original church was often whitewashed.  The workers were paid 2d for every square yard that they painted. The first church was demolished in 1818. The only thing that is left of it today is the bell made by a bell founder named Evan Evans in1721. The second church was built in 1822. It was a very unpopular church and many people disliked it. Someone even went as far as to say in the Archaeologica Cambrensis that it was a “public eyesore” in 1861. Another reason it was disliked was because of its size. Like the previous church, it was still very small and wouldn’t be large enough to accommodate everyone what wanted to go, especially since the founding of Lampeter university in 1822. The ultimate reason the second church was demolished was because of a petition that was sent to the bishop in 1867 and the church was demolished the same year. The third church, the we know today, was built a few yards north of where the ruins of the old 2 churches stood (Lewis, 1993). The outline of the ruins for the older churches can still be seen today. Many people have chosen to be buried on top on the ruins. This could be for many reasons. For example, they could have grown up going to services in the original church and felt more of a connection to that one rather than the new one. Alternatively, it is seen as being significantly holier because the ruins have been there a lot longer than the newer church has been.
As is customary, the oldest gravestones are always on the south side. If you were buried on the north side that usually meant you were evil and/or unbaptized. Obviously, over time the north side was used by anyone because of the limited amount of space in and around the church (Wood,1973). From my mapping and recording, it seems to be the same kind of pattern, with the older graves at the front of the church, to the south side, and the newer graves being behind the church to the north.   
What I eventually did was to collect a good amount of data from each section on both the south side and the north side, so that I would have enough data to get a rough idea of an average age of death in Lampeter and the surrounding areas, as well as a range of typographies that I could possibly relate to the age of death. One of my ideas of how my results would have turned out was that the people who died at an older age would have more ornate, or expensive, gravestones because they may have more saved or disposable income due to successful careers and business. At the same time, the people who died as children, or young adults, would have had significantly less decorated graves (up until the end of World War 2, when attitudes towards the death of children and death in general seemed to change, because life seemed more precious). Before WW2 it was almost expected that children would die at an early age, so families would have more children to make up for it and when one of them died they would either have to wait to be put in the parent’s grave or have a foot stone with their name and date of death, or even just their initials. Figure 1 – comparing the difference in gender



From all of the graves I collected overall, 168 of them were male, 162 of them were female and 15 of them where unknown. Out of these 345 people, 70 of them were of the age 18 and younger. That means that approximately 20% of the people, from the information I have collected, were children and teenagers. There were less females but not by much. 
Figure 2 – number of deaths every 10 years






One thing I noticed about the age and typology of the graves was that it was more of the middle-aged people who had the most extravagant graves, rather than the people who were much older or younger. Of course there was the odd exception For example, with reference to E9, al red granite pillar with a half covered urn on the top with gold writing was put up in honour of a 5 year old boy, whose parents where then added on top it when they died.Figure 3 – average age of death every 10 years


[image: ]Figure 3 shows the average age of death every 10 years since 1780 (excluding 1790 and 1820 because I didn’t manage to collect any data from those decades). After putting this information into a line graph, I can see that the average age of death for Lampeter and its surrounding areas have clearly risen and is most likely still continuing to rise. As I only took a select few graves from each area of the graveyard it may not be an accurate representation of the average age of death. I decided to compare this data with the national office of statistics, life expectancy rates for England and wales to see how they matched up. When comparing the data between the two of them more closely, I found out that the life expecancy in Lampeter (from the information I had gatherd) was lower than average most decades. The age of death was only higher in Lampeter during the 1880’s and it was only in-line with the average age of death for 3 other decades (1900, 1910 and 1920). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]One thing I think that is important to highlight while exploring the issue of life expectancy life expectancy when compared to national data like this, is that often these statistics are based on more urban sets of data in and around cities, not rural areas such as Lampeter. Urban souced data can often skew the results. In rural places infant mortality rates are affected by things like living standards family settings and specific gender roles (Atkinson 2017). Mining farming and menufactering industries were popular in rural areas and we know there was a work house (graves A3-7) where children and younger people would have worked for a living and may have unfortunetly ended up dying. Because infant mortality rate was higher in rural areas, it could be the underlying reason for the differential between the average age of death being lower than the national average.Figure 4 -life expectancy at birth – England and wales (2015)


When talking about typography and age, one of the most notable comparisons I could use, were the headstone of those of the Edwards children from D13-16. All of them died relatively young, with the only exceptions being that of John or James who were 20/21. All 4 of them have a plain slate foot stone with only their initials on them. It’s very likely that they were put there before their parents’ grave was erected and before that they would have only been known by name by family members or friends. Another grave I want to highlight is that of Anne Price who died aged 4 months old in 1857. On the back of her headstone there is the English alphabet, presumably her parents managed to get this headstone cheaper because of it being a reference for the stonemasons. To compare that to a child’s grave, we just need to look at H6 the grave of Andrzeu Florian Isalsk who died aged 2 in 1958, 101 years later than Anne. His gravestone is made from white marble with a statue of an angel on the top.
After my recording of the graveyard and exploration into the idea of how the typology changes over time, depending on the age of the person,  it is relatively clear to see that there is a shift in how the death of a younger child was viewed in the 1800s compared to the post war era. A lot of the time and on most of the graves, I saw the younger children never even had a gravestone of their own.
The conclusion I came to was that even the children of possibly wealthy people did not have ornate graves, as they might enjoy today. However, there were  one or two. Although they were a very small percentage, they did have their own dedicated graves and most of those were in the more modern era. There was a big difference, even in the children’s graves, between the more decorative gravestones and those with the simple footstones with just the child’s initials. Additionally, going through the graveyard and recording the information, it was easy to see that the infant mortality rates dropped over time. This became evident as there were less infant graves in the newer part of the cemetery. The reason for this may have been because of the introduction of the NHS, better healthcare, vaccinations and easily accessible contraceptives.  
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