PRIVATE & CONFIDENTIAL – this letter is subject to legal privilege.

Singleton Solicitors
High Street
Swansea
SA1 1AB
Ms A Jones
1 Road Avenue
Swansea
SA1 1AB
29/11/2023

Dear Ms Jones

In the matter of: R v A Jones
Case number: 01234567
Letter of Advice

In recent correspondence with myself, you requested that I write a statement on behalf of your partner stating that you were together at the time of the alleged burglary at your partner, Mr Smith’s home. Since the beginning of legal proceedings against yourself, you have brought to my attention that these allegations are in fact accurate, meaning yourself and Mr Smith were not at home at the time. 

As per section 2.2 of the SRA code of conduct which I must follow, as it is the regulating authority for all solicitors, I would be unable to write such a statement due to its content being falsified (SRA, 2023). Section 2.2 of the SRA code of conduct reads as follows “You do not seek to influence the substance of evidence, including generating false evidence…”, which would include a false statement. 

This is further compounded by section 1.4, which disallows me from misleading the court or any other persons involved with legal proceedings, such as using falsified evidence (SRA, 2023). The SRA principles, which are the underlying tenets of ethical behaviour that all professionals certified by the SRA must follow, similarly disallow behaviour that is dishonest, as well as requiring that all actions must be taken in a way that upholds the rule of law and the proper administration of justice (SRA, 2018). 

While I cannot provide or produce such evidence, I am still able to provide legal guidance in the best interest of yourself and submit truthful evidence to the court. I would advise that you do not take this action in creating such a statement, as this would be perjury. Alternatively, there are still options available to you in this matter. If you so choose, you may still be able to take a guilty plea, which will reduce your sentence. You will also be able to continue the case, however I would advise against this. Finally, I may be able to withdraw myself from this case, allowing you to find other legal representation. 

Yours sincerely,
Gabrial Harris







References

Solicitors Regulatory Authority. (2018) SRA Principles. Available at: https://www.sra.org.uk/solicitors/standards-regulations/principles/ (Accessed: 29 November 2023)

Solicitors Regulatory Authority. (2023) SRA Code of Conduct for Solicitors, RELs and RFLs. Available at: https://www.sra.org.uk/solicitors/standards-regulations/code-conduct-solicitors/ (Accessed: 29 November 2023)

