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INSULIN RELATED DEATHS —
GUIDANCE FOR RECOVERING AND PRESERVING BLOOI

‘When attendingreports of a sudden or suspiclous death where I is suspected that an overdose of nsulinor a failure
in the adminitration of nsulinis a factor, it is essentia that blood i recovered from the deceased as soonas possible
and certain subsequent measures are taken to preserve the sample. Insulin s ulnerable o becoming diminished
within the body, even after death, therefore speed i of the essence in seeking to determine the presence o insuli,

‘which for example may have been injected unlawfullyor n a suicde.

1fthe circumstances at the scene or information at hand provide  reason to suspect overdose of insulinor
administration ofinsulin by a person other than the deceased, a Home Office Forensic Pathologist s o be engaged
(via MCIT) soonest and discussion had In elation to possible attendanceat the scene. CIDand CSlare to be
informed and requested to attend the scene.

On attendance of the H/O pathologis,(or following the immediate conveyance of the body to an agreed mortuary
following consultation with the pathologist), the H/O pathologistwill obtaina suitable blood samle from the
deceased and arrange for its speedy delivery to the Biochemistry Laboratory a the University Hospitalof Wales in

Cardift.
Policy change (14/04/2021) / Bob artcle / Investigative Excellence page on SC section BoB / eF.13 pop up advice.





