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Article 28 of the UNCRC states:
‘Every child has the right to an education. Primary Education must be free. Secondary education must be available for every child. Discipline in schools must respect children’s dignity. Richer countries must help poorer countries achieve this.’

This assignment is going to research, examine and analyse the above article 28 (UNCRC,1989) taking into account the global challenges facing governments and international organisations to provide education for all, particularly for those from low income countries. This paper will identify the barriers for educating children from low income countries through primary and secondary education and compare these barriers with high income countries. This paper will define globalisation and the importance of education and look at how the sustainable global agenda has set out goals for all countries to achieve by 2030 to ensure that every child has the opportunity to attend school and have hope of a better future. It will focus in depth on one West African Country ‘Sierra Leone’ which due to the affects of civil war, poverty and displacement of this country, the education has a whole has suffered. The assignment will go on to analyse one barrier ‘Gender inequality’, the challenge of girls attending school and how governments and international organisations are trying to address the gender issue. Throughout the assignment reference will be made to relevant policies and comparisons made to parts of article 28 of the UNCRC and article 11 of the ACRWC, and linked to Wales which is a developed county. 
UNESCO defines globalisation as being multi-dimensional and relating to the whole world, involving economic rules, social interaction, cultural values, social justice and human rights and being fully inclusive for all (UNESCO, 2005). ) Globalisation puts polices in place to transform hope for a better future. The internet in many ways is the driving force of globalisation as it unites people from all around the world with internet technology businesses can conduct their work from anywhere in the world. It has reformed how people work, expanded the global knowledge base and brought people together via social media and networking sites (Open.lib.UMN.edu, 2018).
Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship (ESDGC) takes into account the things that are done on a daily basis. It focuses on the wider concerns that are facing  the world - such as climate change, trade, resource and environmental issues, human rights, conflict and democracy, - and to what degree they impart on us. It is concerned about the environment and how it is treated, the respect that is given for one and other, regardless of where we live. It looks at how plans are formulated for the future. Every person needs to make the opportunity to make a difference in people’s lives. 
So why is education important? According to The United Nations The Rights of the Child (UNRCR), education is a vital human right and it plays a key role in human, social and economic development. In today’s society, millions of children are still denied their right to education or have restricted access and this is undoubtedly one of the surest ways of transmitting poverty between generations. Every child has the right to a quality education, including better health and employment opportunities. Education is seen as having a moral function and transmits the values of a particular society. This is reiterated by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), this respects the rights of others to appreciate the social, economic and political freedoms to partake in all aspects of community life (UNRCR, 2018).
All governments and organisations are now duty bound by The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (which replaced the Millennium Development Goals 2015) to put polices in place to meet the seventeen goals and the one hundred and sixty nine targets set by the United Nations General Assembly (UN) who adopted the agenda in 2015 to eradicate extreme poverty, tackle inequalities, provide social protection and employment opportunities as well as address the issue of climate change to ensure healthy living and promote well-being for all ages. The World Bank Group works with governments, organisations, the private sector and others to help achieve the goals set, they do this by providing finance and sharing data (World Bank, 2018). Article 28 echoes Goal four as it sets out the United Nations agenda for education, stating that all children should receive an inclusive and equitable education in both primary and secondary school and ensure lifelong learning chances for all. Goal four goes on further to say that gender inequalities need to be eliminated so that females have the same opportunities as males and vice versa (United Nations, 2015). 

The African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child (ACRWC) was brought into place within a year of the Convention of the Rights of the Child (CRC). The reason behind Africa having their own charter was to fill in the gaps that they felt were left out of the children’s rights treaty. Africa is the only continent that caters in their charter a region-specific right. In article 11 of the ACRWC it states that as in article 28 of the UNCRC that every child has the right to an education but the ACRWC goes one step further stating that education should preserve the African culture and traditions. The ACRWC also in their Article 31 put the onus on the child to respect their parents and elders. The UNCRC does not put any stipulation on the child. 

There are multiply barriers that prevent children from attending schools in developing countries and in these cases a combination of strategies will be needed to address the issues that prevent children receiving quality education. Around the world there are over 124 million children and young people who face barriers to receiving a quality education (60 million girls, 2018). The main factor that prevents children attending school is poverty. Poor families are less able to afford the school fees, buy uniform and textbooks. Data has shown that children from the poorest 20% of homes are four times less likely to attend school as those from the wealthiest 20% of homes. Children have to help out with running the home, fetching water and have to work to help feed the family. By not attending school and receiving an education reinforces the cycle of poverty so that the poor stay poor (Cregan and Cuthbert, 2014). In Wales, a developed country, although education is free poverty is still a factor and according to the Welsh Government poverty is defined as not having enough resources to buy food and live in acceptable conditions. It further states that it is not only about income but takes into account that children and young people may be excluded from everyday activities, customs and living patterns (Gov. Wales, 2018).  Child labour is another reason why many children in developing countries do not attend school. In order to help provide for their families many children are forced to take on work that is often dangerous and physically and mentally demanding. In extreme cases some children are separated from their families and enslaved, these children are being deprived of their childhood and as article 28 states every child should have a right to an education and that there is no opportunity for children that are forced to work from an early age. As well as child labour, many children from conflict areas are recruited as child soldiers, they are used to fight, lay land mines, and some even forced to become suicide bombers, often both sexes are sexually abused. The Optional Protocol on the Involvement Of Children in Armed Conflict (OPICAC), which came into force in February, 2002, and is in line with Article 22 of the ARWCR and Article 38 of the UNCRC states that reasonable measures should be taken to avoid using children under the age of fifteen in armed conflict though voluntary recruitment from the age of fifteen is permitted.  These children have been denied their human rights, not only their rights to an education but they have been removed from their home and family and forced into a situation that is not of their making. They will be mentally scarred and damaged for life and they will likely suffer from attachment issues as Mary Ainsworth’s theory on attachment suggests by being removed from the main caregiver can mentally scar children for life. (Ainsworth, 1956). 
Gender is also a barrier that prevents children from having an education particularly for girls. In many countries social and cultural factors prevent girls from going to school; families expect their daughters to help with household chores and to take care of younger siblings. If a choice has to be made on whether a son or daughter attends school due to the cost of fees, a boy will nearly always take precedent and be educated as families feel that they will be the main bread earners and support the family. In many cultures when a girl gets married she becomes part of her husband’s family, therefore there is little motivation to educate girls (Bergoffen et al.,2011). Early marriage in developing countries is often without choice or consent therefore remaining in school is unlikely, girls who marry as young as twelve are twenty one percent less likely to attend secondary school. Girls who complete primary education and go onto secondary education are much less likely to be married and have children at a young age (Globalpartnership.org, 2018). Violence is another issue which prevents girls from attending school according to the EFA Global Monitoring Report UNESCO and UNGEL argues that school-related gender-based violence (SRGBV) is impeding millions of children particularly girls from receiving an inclusive education. This type of violence consist of sexual, physical and psychological violence and happens both at school and on their journey to and from school. In some cases these girls become pregnant through sexual coercion and rape thus ending their education in developing countries (Globalpartnership.org, 2018). In Wales if a student becomes pregnant under section seven of the Education Act 1996, parents of teenagers that become pregnant while at school are responsible for ensuring that their child completes compulsory education be it by regular attendance in their catchment area school or alternative provision (DCSF, 2008). 
The lack of toilet facilities is another barrier for girls not attending school in developing countries; the toilets are often outdoors and away from the school building and many girls end up being assaulted or even raped. There are little or no water facilities at school therefore while on their menstrual cycle girls will not attend school thus again placing them at a disadvantage and losing out on their education.  According to the World Health Organisation (2009) when sanitation is provided at school girls attendance increased by 11%. Lastly in order to increase girl participation in schools there needs to be more trained female teachers who hopefully will motivate them and encourage them to complete their education. The Sustainable Development Goal Agenda 2030 has a vision that all children will attend school, but this will be difficult to achieve as out of school girls are the most difficult to reach as there are so many barriers to be addressed (The 2030 Sustainable Agenda, 2018).
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Sierra Leone is a West African nation with a population of around six million people. The capital city is Freetown and was established by slaves freed in the eighteenth century. The population in the capital is around one million. The other five million people are sparsely populated amongst rural areas and are members of indigenous ethnic groups including the Mende, Temme and Limba. There are also several smaller towns in the North and South. From 1991 until 2002 Seirra Leone (also known as the land of blood diamonds) had a civil war; many children were recruited as child soldiers and used for child labour. The civil war had a devastating effect on the country’s education as nearly 70% of children were unable to access school and many schools were wiped out as a result of the war. As the country started to progress, it was hit by an Ebola epidemic and again led to a large loss of life leaving many children orphaned and having to bring up younger siblings themselves. This Ebola outbreak led to the closure of many schools for nearly a year leaving children isolated, living in fear of the disease and living under extreme poverty (The Borgen Project, 2018). In the aftermath of the Ebola epidemic, the country’s infrastructure completely broke down and the country was in chaos as the outbreak was unprecedented in size and the death toll in Sierra Leone itself reached over 4,000. None of these children’s basic needs are being met as Maslow’s five stage model pyramid of human needs shows not even their basic physical needs are being met such as water, shelter, food and safety, so there is little opportunity of anything changing in their lives to be able to even have the their everyday needs met (Maslow, 1954).Without government and organisations intervention there will be no hope for the these children to have a better future. 
“The poor may hold on to the beliefs that might seem indefensible: When there is little else they can do, hope becomes essential”. (Banerjee and Duflo, 2012, p60)
Hope is a powerful therapy that can save lives. A lack of hope can drain energy and force many to an early death.  It is important not to give up and to have something to hold on to even during the most difficult times in life. It allows people to have aspirations and opportunities for growth in order to succeed. It is our emotions that follow our thoughts and our beliefs that rule the world. It is no wonder why the people in developing countries like Sierra Leone have to hold on to whatever little hope they may have as it moulds their future (Gifford-Jones, 2013).


When it comes to gender in Sierra Leone, girls are at a huge disadvantage to boys. Unfortunately it is the country as a whole that is missing out because when women receive an education, everyone benefits. Women that attend secondary school or beyond will more likely have fewer and healthier children and tend to send their own children to school.  An astounding 46% of girls and women aged 15-24 are unable to read and write. On the opposite hand a surprising 72% of boys and young men are literate (UNICEF, 2014). Due to the complete breakdown of the education sector in Sierra Leone the government with the help of The United Nations International Emergency Fund (UNICEF), restructured their education system. This new system focuses on four areas and the plan has been put in place to run from 2018-2020. Prior to this, The Global Partnership for Education awarded a grant in 2014, conditions of this grant was to reopen schools, improve literacy skills, teacher training and teacher management and to support the implementation of the Ebola response Plan via television programs and radio. Another component of the grant was to establish safe and secure learning environments which involved disinfecting schools, providing toilets with washing facilities and age appropriate furniture. The government of Sierra Leone used the grant to support their ‘learning to succeed program’ the results from putting in the stipulations of the grant in place allowed over 8,000 schools to be reopened. The majority of these schools were disinfected and washing facilities were out in place.  Over 5,400 teachers received training and 600 hours of Ebola emergency radio programs were broadcasted (Word Bank, 2018).  Literacy rates in Sierra Leone are poor amongst females aged fifteen and over only 29% are literate.  Females attending primary school are 63% but there is a huge drop out for secondary school where only 25% of females attend compared to their male counterparts where over 66% attend school. Gender inequalities are shown in the country’s human development ranking as Sierra Leone ranks at the bottom of the Gender-related Development Index.
The statistics in Wales however, show a different picture. The education system invests equally in both genders and girls have the same career opportunities and aspirations as boys. Whereas the boys in Sierra Leone are far more literate than girls, in Wales on the other hand it is the boys who are under achieving. As many as 90% of school girls’ average language scores are higher than boys (Estyn 2008). With there being a gender attainment gap, as a country boys who are under achieving are targeted to improve their literacy and numeracy skills and in some schools there are interventions in place to raise motivation and equitable support is provided. At Key Stage 3 89.7% of girls aged fourteen managed to achieve their expected grades in their core subjects, this is a staggering 7.4% higher than boys (Welsh Conservatives, 2012). According to Estyn (2008) some of the reasons behind these figures are that girls have fewer literacy problems, better levels of social development, higher attainment and greater concentration levels than boys.
Although child labour is not a recognised issue in Wales, there are many parents particularly from farming communities who withdraw their children, mainly their sons, from education in order to help with seasonal farming commitments this in turn has a knock on effect on their attendance which impedes on their learning outcomes (Gov.Wales, 2018)

Again, as stated poverty is the main barrier to girls’ education in Sierra Leone. Families who live in household with very limited resources see education as the least priority. Another main factor as to why girls drop out of education is due to the loss of a caregiver and the financial and emotional trauma that is attached to it. As a result, girls are expected to take on the role of caregivers. The recent Ebola outbreak resulted in 12,000 children being orphaned (Street Child, 2018)). Sierra Leone has one of the highest rates of teenage pregnancies in the world, with 38% of women becoming mothers by the age of 18 and 13% by the age of 15 (UNICEF, 2017). In 2015, after the Ebola outbreak, the Minister for education banned pregnant girls from school. They were also banned from sitting any exams. It is an unfair system as the girls are clearly discriminated against but not the men who get them pregnant (A Mountain to Climb, 2015).
“Rather than humiliating and excluding teenage girls, Sierra Leone’s authorities should focus on increasing sexual and reproductive health information in schools.”
Alioune Tine, Amnesty International West and Central Africa Director. 
 As well as having one of the highest rates of teenage pregnancies in the world, Sierra Leone is ranked has having the 19th highest child marriage rate in the world (SavetheChildren.org.uk, 2018). Although the Childs Right Act prohibits anyone under the age of eighteen to get married, the 2007 Customary Marriage Act allows parents or local government officials to give their permission to a child’s marriage (Brides, 2018).  Those living in poorer and rural areas are the most at risk of getting married at a young age. Child marriage and pregnancy generally bring about a vicious cycle of deprivation and many of these marriages are controlled by violence.

To conclude, this paper has analysed Article 28 of the United Nations Rights of the Child, it has discussed how governments and international organisations are addressing the issue of providing an education for all. It also states how the Global Sustainability Agenda 2030 has set out its goals and targets and how governments are including them in their policies to help eradicate poverty and provide through education a better life for all. The assignment has identified the barriers which prevent children from attending school and how these barriers can be overcome. The paper has analysed one barrier in more detail ‘Gender Inequalities’ and how the gender issue can be addressed though education. The paper has focused in depth on one low income country ‘Sierra Leone’ and how its government is trying to re-establish its education system with the help of international aid. It has referred to The United Nations Rights of the Child and the African Charter on The Rights and Welfare of the Child throughout the assignment and  comparisons have been made to Wales which a developed country. The way forward is for governments, international organisations and charities to work together to eradicate poverty and the way to do this is to provide education for all, this will provide children with hope of a better future.
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