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While studying Computer Science, I have realised that technical knowledge alone is not enough. Learning programming and understanding computer systems are important, but I also need good study habits and professional skills. Time management helps me organise assignments and avoid leaving work until the last minute. Research and critical-thinking skills also help me decide whether information is trustworthy before using it in my work [1]. These skills should make me more independent and confident during my degree.
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Essential Academic and Employment Skills

Problem-solving is one of the main skills needed in Computer Science. When a program does not work correctly, I need to stay patient, examine the problem and test different solutions. Software developers also need logical thinking, attention to detail and the ability to explain technical information clearly [2].
Communication and teamwork are just as important because most computing projects involve working with other people. Team members need to share ideas, listen to feedback and complete their allocated work on time. Research shows that communication, teamwork and problem-solving remain important skills for employment [3].
Technology changes quickly, so I will also need to continue learning after graduation. ChatGPT was used to suggest adaptability and continuous learning as relevant skills [4]. However, I checked the main information against credible academic and professional sources instead of accepting every AI suggestion automatically.
Developing these skills will help me complete my studies and prepare for a future role in software development. They will allow me to solve problems, work responsibly, communicate with colleagues and adjust to new technologies throughout my career.
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Fig. 1. Essential academic and employment skills supporting study and career success.
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