The Roman military diploma offers a compelling primary source for examining the distinctions and interactions between citizens and non-citizens in ancient Rome. These bronze tablets, issued to non-citizen auxiliary soldiers upon honorable discharge, granted them and their families Roman citizenship. The diplomas illuminate several key aspects of Roman society: the exclusivity of citizenship, its role as a privilege and reward, and the permeability of boundaries between citizens and non-citizens under specific conditions. The argument for utilizing the Roman military diploma in this context revolves around its ability to reveal how citizenship functioned as a tool of integration, reward, and imperial control.
The military diploma underscores how the Roman state used citizenship strategically to incentivize loyalty and military service. Auxiliary soldiers, who were primarily recruited from non-citizen populations across the provinces, served for 25 years before earning the right to citizenship. 
While citizenship was exclusive, the military diploma exemplifies the permeability of this boundary under specific circumstances. By granting citizenship to auxiliaries and their families, Rome blurred the rigid lines between citizen and non-citizen, allowing the latter to ascend to a privileged status. 
The physical existence of the diploma itself speaks to the legal and symbolic importance of citizenship. Its durable bronze medium reflects the enduring value placed on the status it conferred. The detailed inscriptions, which outlined the recipient’s service, privileges, and new legal rights, emphasized the transformative nature of Roman citizenship. The diploma was not just a legal document but a tangible representation of Rome’s promise of integration and its power to reshape identities.
The Roman military diploma offers unique insights into the boundaries between citizens and non-citizens in ancient Rome. It highlights the strategic deployment of citizenship as a reward, the permeability of these boundaries for those who served the empire, and the enduring exclusivity of this privileged status. By analyzing the diploma, one can better understand how Rome balanced integration and control, forging a stable yet hierarchical society. Its role as both a legal document and a symbol of Roman authority makes it indispensable for exploring the complexities of citizenship in the ancient world.

