
Chapter 3 

Introduction
This project will be addressing the question, ‘Explore the extent of domestic violence in the UK. What steps are being taken to tackle this problem?’ The objectives for this are as follows: 
· Objective 1- To explore domestic violence historically and look at how domestic violence has evolved. 
· Objective 2- Explore current data and recent trends in domestic violence. 
· Objective 3- To analyse what strategies the Government and police currently use to prevent domestic violence. 

Domestic abuse is characterised as an instance or a pattern of cases of aggressive, coercive, threatening, demeaning, and controlling behaviour, including sexual assault, that is typically committed by a partner or ex-partner but can also be committed by a family member or carer (Women’s Aid, 2024b). This topic was chosen due to domestic violence being a persistent issue that has impacted several individuals in the United Kingdom (Jones, 2023; Choi, 2009).  In the year ending March 2023, 2.1 million adults (16 years of age and older)—1.4 millions of whom were women and 751,000 of whom were men—were victims of domestic abuse, according to the Crime Survey for England and Wales (Jones, 2023). This project will draw attention to what steps are being taken to tackle domestic violence in the UK and if these are effective. 

The research used will be primary and secondary. The primary research will consist of a questionnaire that will be distributed on the researcher’s Facebook and Instagram pages and handed out in the primary education setting in England. The selected research methodologies that will be applied in this study will be explained and justified in this chapter.
 
Research onion- 

According to Saunders et al. (2019), the research onion outlines the phases of the research process with the model being used to create a successful plan. The onion can be used at any point to emphasise the advantages and disadvantages of research methodology and helps the practitioner navigate the research process (Saunders et al., 2019; Dissanayake, 2023). To give validity, limitations, dependability, and transparency, the research will be conducted using the onion model developed by Saunders et al. (2019).
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Philosophy- 
Al-Ababneh (2020) defines the research philosophy as the viewpoint that aligns with the chosen method of study. This research follows the interpretivism research philosophy; it will seek out interpretations of the social living world that are historically placed and culturally derived (Al-Ababneh,2020; Tengli, 2020). According to Lin (1998), strong and convincing findings can be drawn from research when an interpretive method is used. Using this approach will help get an understanding of individuals’ perceptions of domestic violence. Within the questionnaire, there may be open-ended questions that allow respondents to describe their personal experiences with violence and have an insight into the qualitative aspect of the issue (Al-Ababneh,2020).

Approaches- 
The research approach can be divided into two approaches: deductive approach and inductive approach (Saunders et al., 2019). Establishing the research philosophy that follows the interpretivism path suggests that the inductive approach would be best for this study. An inductive approach will help get an understanding of the public’s point of view on domestic violence and understand their perspective. The inductive approach is a methodical process for analysing quantitative and qualitative data that is guided by predetermined goals (Saunders et al., 2019).

Choice-
According to Saunders et al. (2019), the methodological choice determines if the research will be qualitative or quantitative data. Numerical and objective, quantitative research aims to provide answers to queries like where and when. Qualitative research, on the other hand, focuses on subjective issues that are impossible to quantify, such as the various ways that people experience loss (National University, 2024). This research will use quantitative and qualitative data. The quantitative approach gathers numerical data that may be ranked, measured, or categorised using statistical analysis. It facilitates the process of identifying patterns or connections and making generalisations. When doing this type of research, it is useful to know how many, how much, how frequently, or to what extent (Booth, 2018). The positives of using quantitative data research are that it includes larger sample sizes, impartiality and accuracy, and a faster and easier way to collect data (Anpar Research, 2020). However, this research approach is constrained by the predetermined response on a survey, research is conducted outside of the participant's typical setting, and there aren't many options available—any response provided (Anpar Research, 2020). Qualitative data will also be gathered from the questionnaire, as there will be some open-ended questions. Using a mixed method approach can be distinguished: "mixed model research," which combines quantitative and qualitative data collection techniques and analysis procedures, and "mixed method research," which uses both quantitative and qualitative data collection techniques along with relative analysis techniques for each data (AL-Ababneh, 2020).

Strategy- 
The research strategy chosen is a questionnaire. Questionnaires are a way of generating information from people to gather quantitative and qualitative data. Researchers may frequently gather a lot of data from sizable groups of respondents in a comparatively short period by using questionnaires. Large datasets that can be produced from standardised questions allow researchers to use statistical methods for representation and analysis (Lambert, 2019). The positives of a questionnaire include it being able to target a specific audience, for example, it will be posted on social media, for instance, it may limit your survey to respondents who are of a specific age, have a particular interest, or reside in a certain region (Zote, 2023), and sent to a primary education in England (Marshall, 2005). Another positive is its confidential data quantification, suggesting giving participant responses numerical values. This facilitates more efficient data analysis and the extraction of significant insights by researchers (Lindemann, 2023).
On the other hand, the disadvantages of a questionnaire include being inappropriate for subjects with low literacy, visual impairment, and non-native English speakers, unless they are translated (Marshall, 2005).

Time horizon- 
Depending on the time frame, observations can be classified as either longitudinal or cross-sectional. When all observations are for a single moment in time, as is the case with most surveys, cross-sectional data is applied (Saunders et al., 2019). On the other hand, longitudinal data suggests observations for a certain variable that are available over several years, quarters, months, or days. For this study, it will use the cross-sectional path (Saunders et al., 2019); the questionnaire will be published for 1-2 weeks. 

Techniques and procedures-
As previously mentioned, a survey will be utilised to collect primary data, using both open-ended and closed-ended questions to capture both qualitative and quantitative data. Open questions provide the research with a more detailed response, whereas a closed question is more of a ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ response, etc, for example, ‘Do you know what domestic violence is?’.  A questionnaire will be created on Excel or Google Forms; this allows the questionnaire to be easily analysed (Microsoft, 2025). For qualitative data, it will use a thematic analysis to identify themes or patterns within the response (Saunders et al., 2019).


Sampling-
TBC.

Limitations -
A potential weakness of the study is sampling bias. The sample is limited to people who have access to the researcher's social media platforms and the internet at the time the survey is uploaded because it will be shared on all of the researcher's social media accounts (Andrade, 2020). Furthermore, people may only take part in the survey if they are interested in the topic or aware of what the topic is (Andrade, 2020). Another weakness is only using one method of gathering primary data, as collecting data from victims is not recommended, this may be traumatising and inappropriate. The research may ask the wrong type of questions and may cause more hurt or trauma (Women's Aid, 2020). 
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