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Introduction
This report presents the study of three different generations understanding of climate change and what, in their opinion, is the best way to stem the effects of it in the short term in Wales.
[bookmark: _Hlk35431444] I have chosen to conduct a multigenerational qualitative survey to see the different and or similar perspectives of people from three generations. I have interviewed three individuals asking the same question, ‘what is your understanding of climate change and how can we stem the effects in the short term in Wales?’ I asked a person in their eighties (participant A), another in their fifties (participant B) and the other in their twenties (participant C). 
Climate change, according to national geographic, ‘is a long-term shift in global or regional climate patterns. Often climate change refers specifically to the rise in global temperatures from the mid-20th century to present.’ (Geographic, 2020)
My reason for choosing this as my question is there has been a lot in the news at the moment about spreading the awareness of climate change in regards to extinction rebellion, who’s aims are ‘to cause “major disruption”, to encourage governments to do more to deal with the issue of climate change.’ (BBC, 2019). Also prominent in the news currently is Greta Thunburg, a Swedish 17 year old that has been speaking out publicly about climate change and has inspired an international movement of millions to fight and protest against climate change (BBC, 2020).

Procedure 
For the purpose of this report I will be I will be conducting qualitative research. Quantitative research is ‘a type of market research that aims to find out people's opinions and feelings rather than information that can easily be shown in numbers’ (Dictionary, 2020).
The method I will be using to gather the qualitative information will be by interviewing three individuals. ‘Qualitative methods, such as interviews, are believed to provide a 'deeper' understanding of social phenomena than would be obtained from purely quantitative methods, such as questionnaires’ (Gill, et al., 2008).
I chose the three participants based on their age, ensuring they were from three different generations and arranged to conduct the interviews where they felt most comfortable. All chose to be interviewed at home, participant A and B indoors and participant C in the garden as it was a nice day. All participants where told that this would be completely anonymous and the only personal information that would be passed on would be their age. 
I recorded all three of the interviews on my phone, starting by asking the question then adding little bits to help them along if there where any pauses. After completing the three interviews, I transcribed them on to a word document. I listened to the interviews again as I read through the transcripts and looked for similarities between what the participants had said and created a thematical table. If all three highlighted the same point I wrote their answer down, word for word, then my interpretation of what they said and arranged them into themes. I have chosen five themes that I felt prominent in the three individual interviews.

Data Presentation and Findings
Please find thematic table attached in Appendix 1. Below are my findings and reasonings for the five themes.  

Climate change has been caused by human beings.
In the first couple of sentences to their answers, each of the participants believed that global warming was a result of human activity and was in fact man made. This I found interesting as not only was that their initial response to the term climate change, but it was their primary response. I did predict that each of the participants would believe that people had a part to blame in the climate change but I thought there would be some argument as to whether it was a natural phenomenon and that the earth was naturally getting warmer and colder as it has in the past. I did end up asking each participant if they believed it to be solely down to human activities and interestingly participants B and C thought it was a natural process but, made a lot worse by human activities, whereas Participant A believed it to down solely to human activity.
Understanding of damage being done to the ozone layer.
Each participant highlighted that the burning of fossil fuels was having an effect on the ozone layer. Participant B and C touched on different angles of the damage being done. Participant B on the carbon levels depleting the oxygen needed to recreate the ozone and Participant C highlighting the thinning of the ozone layer allowing more UV light in warming the poles and melting the ice caps. Participant A also displayed knowledge that due to damage to the ozone layer the earth is heating up.

Damage being done by carbon emissions caused by burning fossil fuels. 
Interestingly, all three participants stated very early on in the interviews that burning fossil fuels were a major contributor due to the emissions they produce but all gave different examples. Participant B by mentioned the burning of fossil fuels in general, whereas participant A focussed heavily on transportation and predominantly on cars, participant C on construction and machinery.

The use of transport
All three participants recognised that we rely heavily on transportation and that vehicles have a huge impact on climate change. Again, however all three participants had very different ideas of how to deal with this issue. Participant B looked for a solution to the problem by investing more into designing and building more transport powered by renewable energy power units such as electric and hydrogen power systems. Participants A and C believe that the solution is to simply use transport less frequently than we do and suggest we use it too much for unnecessary things. Both however do mention the use of renewable energy for transportation.

All believe renewable energy to be the way forward
When asked ‘what can be done in Wales to stem the effects (of climate change) in the short term” all three participants highlighted the potential of renewable energy sources very early on answering the question. Participants A and B both focused on wind and tidal energy systems and that they should be focused on and highlighted that Wales is a prime location for both of those elements. Interestingly, participant C focussed more on the efforts that could be made by them personally, highlighting solar and wind energy, whereas participants A and B interpreted the question to mean everyone in Wales.

Conclusion/Reflection
I conducted this research with an open mind trying not to expect any answers or beliefs with-in the different viewpoints from the three different generations. However, I was still surprised by some of the answers I was given. There were no general views that could be classed into one generation having a different idea to the other. All the participants viewed climate change as a global crisis that is a real concern and recognised the need for action against it. All brought up different causes and solutions to the problem but predominantly gave the same over all answer which all lead to the five themes I concluded with. Even though I tried not to have expectations on participants’ opinion of climate change and what can be done about it, their belief that it is real, and a massive problem was what I imagined it to be. 
I was very pleased with the outcome of this investigation. I personally learned a lot from it regarding how people can have different understandings of something but still draw the same conclusion. I also learned a lot more about the subject of climate change and some of the contributing factors to it. I found myself looking into some of the causes and solutions that the participants had highlighted for my own personal understanding and interest in the subject. 
Things I would do differently next time would include preparing myself more with follow up questions to aid the interviews along. There where a few times that the interviewer and interviewee ran out of things to say and there was a struggle to get the flow of the interview back on track.
Interestingly but not surprisingly all the participants were a little nervous to begin with about the interview and in particular, about being recorded. All opted out when asked if they wanted to hear the recordings back but were keen to see the results and my interpretation of the results when completed. 
I was pleased with the question I posed to the participants in general but one thing that became apparent was that one part was interpreted in different ways. The second part of the question asking ‘how can we stem the effects in the short term in Wales’, was understood differently by participants A and B from that of participant C. Participants A and B saw it to mean how can we as a country stem the effects and participant C took it to me how can we personally. Interestingly, I had actually intended it to be interpreted the way participant C understood its meaning to be, what we can personally do to stem the effects. To correct this, next time I would add to the question, how can we ‘as individuals’ stem the effects in the short term in Wales.

Word count: 1549

References 
BBC, 2019. Who are Extinction Rebellion and what do they want?. [Online] Available at: https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/47991237 [Accessed 10th March 2020]. 
BBC, 2020. Greta Thunberg: What does the teenage climate change activist want?, [Online] Available at: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-49918719 [Accessed 11th March 2020]. 
Dictionary, C., 2020. Qualitative Research. [Online] Available at: https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/qualitative-research [Accessed 10th March 2020]. 
Geographic, N., 2020. Climate Change. [Online] Available at: https://www.nationalgeographic.org/encyclopedia/climate-change/ [Accessed 13thj March 2020]. 
Gill, G., Stewart, K., Treasure, E. & Chadwick, B., 2008. Methods of data collection in qualitative research: interviews and focus groups. British Dental Journal, Volume 204, pp. 291-295. 

Appendices 
Appendix 1
	Voices of participants grouped (Interviewee)
	Meaning interpretation (Researcher)
	Concepts/ Themes Identified 

	A: My idea of climate change is that it is man-made
	Climate change is a direct result of people
	1. Climate change has been caused by humans.

	B: Well my understanding of climate change is it’s an effect that we are on the planet
	We as people have created the problem of climate change
	           

	C: I understand it to be a human caused phenomena
	Created by people
	

	A: Well I think all the emissions and everything that’s happening is making a hole in the ozone layer.
	Damage is being done to the ozone layer due to emissions caused by the burning of fossil fuels 
	2. Understanding of damage being done to the ozone layer

	B: …effect on the ozone layer which is storing more carbon and it’s having an unusual effect on the weather systems around the world
	Showing knowledge of carbons effect on the ozone layer 
	

	C: …but I would have thought where the ozone layers are thinnest
	(After being asked which areas of world would show the effects of global warming first)
Knowledge of ozone layer thinning
	

	A: It’s the emissions from them.
	(After stating cars are to blame for climate changed and asked why?)
Knowledge of a by-product of burning fossil fuels
	3. Damage being done by carbon emissions caused by burning fossil fuels

	B: … because of the amount of fossil fuels we are using
	(On climate change) Displaying knowledge of emissions produced by burning fossil fuels
	

	C: … , the emissions from the buildings we’ve made and for general life …
	(On climate change) Highlighting the emissions from machinery powered by burning fossil fuels 
	

	A: We can make less journeys, less air travel, less car journeys.
	We make too many unnecessary journeys using transport
	4. The use of transport.

	B: Getting rid of diesel and patrol…
	(Speaking of cars) using to many cars as they use fossil fuels 
	

	C: We can walk a bit more…
	Highlighting we use transport for short distances to often 
	

	A: They were talking about building a tidal barrage in Swansea… need more wind farms
	Expressing understanding that renewable energy plans within Wales would create less pollution
	5. All believe renewable energy to be the way forward

	B: Such as more wind power, the amount of water we have around us, we should be able to harness that energy somehow
	Understanding wind energy and tidal energy to be renewable energy souses to stem the effects of climate change
	

	C: We could bring this back, so for instance if I used solar energy and wind energy
	Personally recognising that changing to solar and wind energy could even help reverse the effects of climate change
	



