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[bookmark: _Toc161844171]Introduction
Criminal conduct under the English criminal law of the UK is considered wrong against a society that impacts the entire community instead of the individuals directly related to the case. Under Section 340 of the Proceeds of Crime Act 2002, criminal conduct constitutes criminal offenses that have occurred in any part of the UK (Legislation, 2024). The UK criminal justice system, on the other hand, stands as the collective body solely responsible for administering justice in the UK by considering diverse legal institutions like the police, the crown prosecution services provision, and the UK prison framework (Joyce and Laverick, 2022). This paper attempts to clarify Vinnie’s case, who works in Mountain View care home and is victimized by the growing cost of living crisis in the UK. This study further highlights the criminal offenses of Vinnie during the case with appropriate detailing of Actus Reus and Mens Rea elements with each potential offense of Vinnie. 
[bookmark: _Toc161844172]Overview of the case scenario
In this case, Vinnie operates as one of the care workers in the Mountain View care home and is victimized by the growing impact of the cost-of-living crisis that restricts him from paying his monthly rent. First, being lured by one of the elderly patients’ hidden treasures, he attempted to steal at first but received a precious watch instead aiming to sell it to raise some cash. Secondly, Vinnie came to know about a formal complaint against him by Louise from his manager with whom he even had not met, and being begrudged, he had done visible damage to Louise’s car. Thirdly, Vinnie being mesmerized by the police sirens outside his house made him more vulnerable to using his gun and aiming to shoot a police officer which failed as Mrs. Quinn, his neighbour was shot dead with the bullet. This calls Vinie for several criminal offences which will be discussed further in this study. 
[bookmark: _Toc161844173]Relevant case law legislation
Based on the scenario, Vinnie’s criminal offense of theft of the elderly patient’s watch comes under the Theft Act 1968 under the UK criminal laws (Legislation, 2024). Theft generally is considered an either-way offense which can even be considered an indictable offense if circumstances remain serious which can be treated in the Crown Court (Legislation, 2024). The Theft Act of the UK can be subdivided into two possible elements including Actus Reus and Mens Rea which will be discussed further. 
[bookmark: _Toc161844174]Actus Reus
Under Section 1 of the Theft Act 1968, Actus Reus refers to the external element of the UK criminal law that includes the individual’s conduct, consequences, and surrounding circumstances that need to be built up for criminal responsibility (Legislation, 2024). Typically, Actus Reus are of three types including voluntary acts, omissions as well as situation crimes. According to Firkins (2023), three key elements are essential in securing an individual’s conviction for theft including appropriation, property, and belonging to others. Section 3(1) of this act has stated any assumption by the person regarding the key rights of the legal owner of the property without their consent followed by section 4(1) of the act which defined property as money, real and personal property, and other intangible assets (Ashworth, 2023). Adding to this, the final part of the Actus Reus of theft is dealt with in section 5(1) which ensures the owner has possession and obligation to a certain object that belongs to them. The offence of Actus Reus therefore calls for the destruction or damage of the property that belongs to the other than the defendant himself (Baker, 2021).
[bookmark: _Toc161844175]Mens Rea
Under Section 1 of the Theft Act 1968, Mens Rea is considered a psychological element that once used to be termed as ‘malice aforethought or conscious psychological planning or intent which fuels carelessness or disregard and is less deliberate (Legislation, 2024). The two key elements of Mens Rea in UK criminal law are dishonesty and the intention to permanently deprive one of their belongings. Dishonesty is placed in the involving situation where the person intentionally takes possession of another’s belongings without their permission and the intention of permanent deprivation proves the offender’s intent in permanently depriving the other of their property (Durakovic, 2021). This thereafter shows considerable implications to the individuals regarding theft and their psychological contribution to this. 
[bookmark: _Toc161844176]Analysis of Potential Offenses of Vinnie
In this case, Vinnie first entered the elderly patient's house in search of the hidden treasure in his bedroom without his permission which comes under the fundamental act of burglary. Section 9 of the 1968 Act has found two offenses of the offender both of which require proof including entering the building as a trespasser and an intentional endeavour to enter the building without the owner’s permission (Legislation, 2024). This can convict Vinnie to 14 of imprisonment since the building is a dwelling one. Secondly, Vinnie stole a vintage watch from that house for sale which mitigates the elemental requirement for Actus Reus and Mens Rea of the Theft Act 1968, UK in two-fold ways (Legislation, 2024). In the context of Actus Reus in this case, Vinnie can be convicted based on Sections 4(1) and 5(1) of the Theft Act 1968 which implies the owners’ possession of his personal property in terms of personal tangible assets (Monaghan, 2022). Adding to this, based on the Mens Rea principles, Vinnie also can be convicted since he has intentionally intruded on the elderly person’s house with the intent of theft and raising some cash for his livelihood. The underlined aim of Vinnie in legal terms was to deprive the elderly person permanently of his belongings which ensures Vinnie’s conviction. Thirdly, being begrudged for Louise’s behaviour in the care home, he intentionally made visible damage to her car as her personal property convicts Vinnie under Section 1(1) of the Criminal Law Act 1971, UK (Nemeth, 2022). This reflects recklessness and intentional damage of the offender to the property and is triable under the Magistrate Court Act 1980, which can cause a maximum penalty period of 10 years imprisonment for Vinnie in this case (Charleton et al., 2020). Fourthly, Vinnie committed another crime of keeping his gun at home and shooting the police officer out of vulnerability and situational shock. Based on finding the gun unauthorized and unlicensed, Vinnie can be convicted under Section 5(1) and (1A) of the Firearms Act of 1968 due to the purchase, possession, and use of the weapon with ammunition certificate and appropriate authority. Adding to this, Vinnie also committed a crime by targeting his gun at a police officer through his letter box whole and shot, which comes under Section 1(1) of the Criminal Attempts Act 1981 (c.47) (Greenwood, 2023). However, it missed the police officer and made his neighbour Mrs. Quinn, shot dead. This incident can be recorded under the Homicide Act 1957 of the UK and can be considered manslaughter instead of murder (Britannica, 2024). This may lead Vinnie to life-long custody or for a somewhat shorter term. This involuntary manslaughter case will be under trial under the Crown Prosecution Services, and it can penalize Vinnie for a maximum of 10 years of imprisonment under Section 4 of CDA 1971 (Apel, 2022). For all these criminal offenses, Vinnie can be penalized for custody and further trials. 
[bookmark: _Toc161844177]Social, Moral, Ethical, and Philosophical implications of the offenses 
Based on the deontological perspective of the UK legal framework, theft is considered a moral wrongdoing since it violates the core principles of individuals’ rights to property by undermining the social contract of maintaining law and order in society. In ethical constraints, the criminal sanction context has been projected as the essential mechanism for the transformational justice framework (Benson, 2020). From a social perspective, burglary or theft issues have been rising in the UK due to the growing detrimental impact of the cost-of-living crisis (Seyidoglu et al., 2024). For Vinnie in this case, he was victimized by this crisis that considerably contributed to his theft of an elderly man’s vintage watch. On moral grounds, theft is considered a moral issue since the people in the UK must guarantee their obedience to the legal framework where theft is considered an immoral act (Nemeth, 2022). In this case, Vinnie’s intentional damage to Louise’s car is also immoral since his act contradicted the standardized regulatory format of the UK and violence out of grudge cannot be accepted under any circumstance. Adding to this, philosophically, theft is thought to be an injustice against the standardized legal framework of the UK where it intentionally deprives the owner of his possession in his reluctance (Nichols, 2020). Out of vulnerability and situational shocks, Vinnie attempted to murder the police which is also an unethical act under the UK legal framework. Finally, the philosophical implication of trust was also violated when he took negative advantage of the elderly patient’s trust in sharing his secret with him. Thus, all these issues were impactful in sentencing Vinnie to considerable penalties.
[bookmark: _Toc161844178]Conclusion 
Conclusively, it can be stated that this study has provided a sound criminal law framework and its implications in the UK. By addressing the case of Vinnie in the context of theft, and harming others’ possession, he has been penalized under the two elements of the criminal law namely Actus Reus and Mens Reas. Adding to this, the attempt to murder the policeman with vulnerability situational shocks, and considerable involuntary manslaughter can penalize him for long-term custody. Further, several ethical, social, moral, and philosophical issues have been found in Vinnie to penalize him for his criminal offenses. Thus, this scenario productively establishes the grounds for criminal law convictions under the UK regulatory framework. 
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