Dissertation Report

In this report I shall give an overview of my progress and research into my history dissertation. What I intend on doing in this report is give a brief overview of my original thoughts and ideas, and then speak about any changes that I have made to them since I have considered them in depth and whether or not I have changed my goals and outlines at all since I originally made plans for my dissertation. I will also outline any problems that I have come across throughout my work so far, any interesting points I would like to examine, the pros and cons of the work I have done so far. I will discuss in this report how I intend on dividing my research and knowledge into various chapters, in what order I feel these chapters should be placed. I shall also discuss my choice of bibliography and materials so far, why I think these materials are useful and relevant to my dissertation topic and how I intend on using them, integrating them into my work effectively. As well as using various sources in my work and discussing them here I shall also discuss any other types of ways that I feel will benefit my writing in order to conclude in my dissertation.

To begin with I would like to discuss my actual positioning and where I am exactly in my dissertation research. I am in the progress of researching the areas of my dissertation which I wish to specialize in within my chapters and currently reading around different areas, specializing in some areas; as well as background reading as a guide and pointer towards areas to look at. Another point I would like to make as far as background reading is concerned is that I believe it will give me an opportunity at some stage in my writing to compare with other sources and other opinions. I feel at this point that it would be a good time to discuss the bibliography that is included at the end of this report. The bibliography that is included here is relevant to the work and research that I have done so far, however, I would imagine that it will most certainly expand within the next few months or even change slightly; perhaps the sources included now will not be included in the final draft of my dissertation. The next point that I wish to discuss is my expectations of where I believed I would be at with my dissertation work by now. I realise that currently I am behind with my dissertation work, and admittedly I had hoped that I would have progressed a good step further by now. The reason I believe this has happened is that I was undecided whether to settle with my current topic or whether to focus on a completely different one which looked at the religious history in the area that I live, researching into the church and the non-conformist chapels in the area. The truth of the matter is that I was torn in what to do, playing with the possibilities of both before deciding on my original proposal of focusing on the history of coal mining in my local area, at which point I had left things rather late.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Having decided to focus on my village which is Trimsaran, which is located near Llanelli I originally decided to focus merely on the village itself as it once had a rich coal mining culture, with several coal mines and different types of coal mining. As my research has broadened, I do think it might be worth considering expanding my research into other coal mines in the surrounding area in order to get a broader knowledge of the history of coal mining especially as I consider doing interviews of individuals personal experiences. After discussing the topic with my dissertation supervisor, I do feel that interviewing some of my local villagers would be beneficial to my dissertation work as it is a micro history subject which focuses specifically on a small area, I believe including a section on oral accounts and experiences would be useful. I have begun making inquiries into this area and I have found a group of individuals that have worked as miners in area the and mined in several mines within that area also, my next step will be to query whether they would be happy for me to briefly interview them about their experiences. As well as this group of individuals that have personal experiences of mining I have also began making arrangements to contact one gentleman that lives in the village that has one research into the local collieries in order to find out what he has found out and whether he has any material that I will be able to benefit from by including it I my research or my dissertation. At the end of my current block in the block teaching system I will then have a free block, the block ending on the sixteenth of November 2018. What I intend on doing during this free block is visiting the local library, which is in Llanelli, to inquire whether they have any materials that would be helpful to me. I feel that it would now be a good time to explain what I have decided as sub-headings for each of my chapters, and before I go any further, I feel that this may also be an opportunity to explain why I have not yet mentioned a title for my dissertation. The reason for this is because I am still in the process of thinking of a suitable title for the focus points of my dissertation. However, as I briefly mentioned I have decided on sub-headings for each chapter, and I have also decided what I would like to include within each one. Starting at the beginning I shall obviously begin with and introduction: This will give me an opportunity to explain what my dissertation will include, its aims and outlines and the conclusion I am hoping to achieve. Moving then on to Chapter one: (Title: The Background History of Coal Mining in the area), in this chapter I intend on focusing on the area and looking at the collieries that were within it. I shall then briefly look at the conditions of working in these collieries, and the employment within them. Chapter two will be slightly different, (Home life and Family life in a Mining Community); this chapter I feel is pretty much self-explanatory, however, it will give me an opportunity to look at what life was like for a wife of a collier or a child that was growing up in a home where their father, grandfather or uncle worked in a colliery. It may also be a chance to interview people who have lived as a relative of a collier or been brought up in that environment. Chapter three’s title will be (The Miners Strike and the closure of the Collieries), this chapter will be dedicated to the miners strike of the 1980’s and look at how this effected the closure of the mines which are local to Trimsaran. It may also be an opportunity to look at the reason’s why the colliers felt that they should go on strike at the time, also, it may be possible to look at what the government in the 1980’s intended to do when dealing with the colliers and how they reacted to the strikers. My final chapter will be chapter four to which I would like to give the title (Oral History, personal accounts and experience). This is once again reasonably self-explanatory, it is in this chapter that I will dedicate my attention to the individuals that I have interviewed that live in the village that are willing to share their first-hand experiences with me. I foresee that there will be a mixture of experiences falling into this section, the reason I am saying this is because I predict there will be various recollections of deaths and injuries of loved ones remembered by these individuals. On the other hand, I also believe that there will be some great anecdotes and recollections of friends and experiences also, either way I intend on commemorating these tales in my final chapter before writing my conclusion which will end by tying everything up.

One book that I do intend on using whilst I am writing and researching for my dissertation is the book ‘THE FED’ which is written by Hywel Francis and David Smith. As I have already referred to the reasons of using secondary materials as background readings, currently, this shall be a book that I will refer to. Another book that I am eagerly intending to use is the book ‘REBIRTH OF A NATION’ by Kenneth. O. Morgan, I believe that this book will be equally as useful as ‘THE FED’ as a secondary source. I have not yet researched many websites in order to collect background information from except from the JSTOR website. I have found some interesting articles and journals on the website that may prove to be useful at some point, however, I do believe this website will only be used as a way of background reading. As well as secondary source materials, I shall obviously need to include primary sources also. I have started making inquires into this area already, from what I can gather the gentlemen that I have spoken with that live in the village have some memorabilia that may well be useful and hopefully can be photographed or scanned if necessary. Another source of primary source material that I came across during a meeting with my supervisor was the Glamorgan Archives, from which we found out that the Carmarthen Archives have been moved there also, this meeting with my supervisor being extremely useful not only because of the feedback but for finding out this move also. The Glamorgan Archives include a plethora of useful primary sources which can be seen online. However, I do intend on making a trip up to Cardiff and making an appointment to see certain materials for myself. For example, I have come across the National Coal Board Records on the archive’s website, after reading the draft online it has a wealth of information therefore if it is not relevant to any of the collieries that I am focusing on it is possible to use it as background reading or even for background information. This type of source is merely an example of the type of primary source that I shall be using which I would like to be able to read in person.

To conclude I would just like to say that I am intending to begin to make further progress with my dissertation work in the coming weeks. What I intend to do is sit down and look at the information and facts that I have already and decide what the next step is, whether it be going to the archives to see various sources, taking the opportunity to interview the individuals to get an idea of how everyday folk felt about working n these conditions and whether they recall anything that can point me in another direction. Another possibility is that I decide to make a start on my dissertation and begin to write it and structure it before getting to carried away with research and reading.
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