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Introduction

On 17 December 2015, the European Referendum Act 2015 attained royal ascent and was entered into the UK statute.  This act enabled the people of the UK and Gibraltar to vote on whether they wanted to remain part of the European Union (Services.parliament.uk, 2016).  The date of the referendum was 23 June 2016 and following the counting of the votes, the majority of those cast were for the UK to leave the European Union. This was by 52% leave to 48% to remain (BBC News, 2016).

But what does this mean? There is a lot of uncertainty and speculation about how the UK will leave the EU, or whether the UK will actually leave.  The reason for this is that referendums are not legally binding in the UK, and that the UK Parliament wish to vote on this.  Furthermore, there is a legal challenge to whether the UK should leave the European Union, which if upheld would require a parliamentary vote upon the exit (Business Insider, 2016).  

It is the intention of this research to find out:

· How people felt initially felt about the Brexit result?
· Their current feelings on the possible outcome following the exit from the European Union?
· Whether they believe that the UK will prosper post Brexit, and how they feel about the economic future?

The topic is relevant because to date, so far only Greenland has left the European Union, however, they left when it was in the form of the European Economic Community (POLITICO, 2016), and that this is a new relatively new area of study.

Literature Review

I propose to gather information for my dissertation by using published research, which will be of both primary and secondary research documents. Primary research is where data is collected first hand, and secondary research is using information which has already been published (Saunders, Lewis and Thornhill, 2012). 

My plan is to initially investigate International Trade, the reasoning behind it, and how international trade has changed since the Second World War taking into consideration the introduction of trade agreements and organisations such as the World Trade Organisation.  As an example, an existing source of theories on International Trade would be Brown Consultancy, as according to them International Trade commences because different countries can produce products which differ to those available in other countries (Brownconsultancy.com, 2016).  

Following on from the background surrounding trade, I will be confirming the existing concepts of the models surrounding international trade, which the UK may decide to adopt post brexit and possible implications of each.  International Business The challenges of Globalization by John Wild and Kenneth Wild is one such potential book, which explains the economic models in a simplistic manner, detailing models such as Free Trade Areas, Customs Unions, Common Markets, Economic Union and Political Unions.  Further to this, I will then investigate the history on the growth of the European Union to what it is today, and the current relationship that it has with the United Kingdom (UK), and investigate what agreements have already been agreed between the European Union and other countries.  

The aim of this is to provide the current environment that encompasses the UK, to give possible insight into why the people of the UK were given the vote on the UK’s continued membership of the European Union, use this information as a reference for the basis for how people feel about the decision and more importantly, how people want the UK government to deal with the European Union in the future.  There are existing peer reviewed journals referring to the European Union or International Trade, but information is also attainable through books and newspaper articles.  The result of the referendum is unprecedented and this will give an insight into the options which are available.

I believe that this literature and background investigation into international trade is important for the research project, not only because it will provide both the necessary options available to the UK, and confirmation of what little research has been completed so far, but also to confirm the direction that I wish my research to take.  This will also give me a clear path to what information that I wish to obtain from the interviewees, and from this provide an important insight into the thoughts and feelings of how business owners and the public wish for the direction of the UK in terms of not only International business, but also to a certain extent the political and judicial way forward. 

Research Strategy and Methodology

For my research, I intend to use an Interpretivist style of research, this is because the data that I will be collecting will represent a phenomenological stance, meaning how the individual feels regarding a subject (Saunders, Lewis and Thornhill, 2012).  

Having thought about the focus of my research, my plan at this point is to investigate the human side of business, namely to find out how they felt about the result of the referendum, were they happy, disappointed, frightened or scared following the result, and since that time whether this has changed.  Also for their thoughts and feelings on how the government should act post referendum and how they may already been affected.  I feel that the personal aspect will make my research different to statistical surveys, which may be conducted by the likes of the mainstream media.   

To obtain the data, you can use either qualitative or quantitative methods of data collection or a combination of both.  Qualitative data collection is where you attempt to gain an insight into a subjects thoughts and feelings on an issue, whereas the quantitative data collection method focuses primarily on statistical data (» Snap Surveys, 2016).  

Therefore, I have chosen a qualitative method and will attempt to interview 6-8 people to gain the primary data.  Having no links to businesses in the area, I think that this will be the hardest part of the dissertation.  In order to facilitate this, I intend to contact businesses in my locality by telephone, and where a positive response is received to follow up with an email providing confirmation of our telephone call and to confirm a date, time and place for the interview to take place.  I also intend to use social media sites such as Facebook and Linkedin to gain interviewees, and a method of snowballing.  A snowball sample is where the researcher having completed an interview, asks the interviewee if they are aware of any other people who would be willing to participate in an interview (Wilson, 2014).

The interview itself will commence with an open ended question on how they felt at the time that they found out the result of the referendum, and then a few pointers on what they feel about the future post Brexit (Managementhelp.org, 2016).

Logistics and ethical consideration

Ethical considerations are important when commencing any research project and to ensure that I comply with the ESRC Framework for Research Ethics when completing the project, I propose to firstly ensure that all interviewees will sign a consent form before the interview (Ethicsguidebook.ac.uk, 2016).

It is the consent form that will confirm that most of the framework confirmation will be provided.  The form will state that participation in the research is voluntary, and that any information provided as part of the study will be treated as private and confidential and that the interviewee will remain anonymous.

The research project will be independent and impartial and I will have to ensure that the findings and conclusions are neutral, namely personal thoughts and feelings will not be imparted on the data.  This will also have to be the case when completing the interviews, as while the project is based upon personal thoughts and feelings, the data will be treated with integrity and held under password protected documents in accordance with the Data Protection Act.  The anonymity of each interviewee will be respected at all times, and any information held electronically will not be traceable back to each subject. Finally, no harm will come to any of the interviewees due to the safeguards that I have put in place. A completed ethics form will be submitted with this research proposal.

I have confirmed that I will attempt to interview between six to eight people as part of the research proposal.  I will aim for the interviewees to be from all walks of life. The aim will be to complete a comparison on the thoughts and feelings about BREXIT in general, and also how they would like the UK to deal with the EU in the future.

Interviews can be conducted through Skype or at an agreed location and recorded. It will be an open ended interview.  However, there may be a need to subtly redirect the interview if it goes off topic.  The recordings will be transcribed into a word document for each interview and then printed to allow a comparison.  Any such data, recordings or printed versions will be deleted upon completion of the research project (Managementhelp.org, 2016). 
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Planned timetable

With any research or management project, it is important to plan events and keep to this where possible.  One such way to do this is to produce a timetable, this can then be presented in the form of the Gantt chart (Mindtools.com, 2016).
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