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LGBTQ+ Hate Crime and the Pandemic
This article highlights issues surrounding the culture of homophobic and transphobic discrimination in modern British society which has grown since the pandemic. Hate crime is a significant issue in today’s diverse society affecting many LGBTQ+ people. The Metropolitan Police define it as “Any criminal offence which is perceived by the victim or any other person, to be motivated by hostility or prejudice based on a person's race or perceived race; religion or perceived religion; sexual orientation or perceived sexual orientation; disability or perceived disability and any crime motivated by hostility or prejudice against a person who is transgender or perceived to be transgender.” (Metropolitan Police, 2022). Police figures show that reports of hate crime have risen since the Covid-19 pandemic: from January - August 2021, around 14,670 homophobic offences were recorded, compared with 11,841 in January-August 2020 and 10,817 in January-August 2019 (Chao-Fong, 2021). 2,129 transphobic offences were recorded, opposed to 1,606 in 2020 and 1,602 in 2019 (Chao-Fong, 2021). 
This is a personal issue as I am bisexual and nonbinary, and hate crime has been a recurring problem throughout my teenage years. This is a common experience as 75,000 young people experienced bullying for “being gay” in 2015  (Horwood, 2016) and although I was one of them, I am not included in this statistic, which leaves me wondering: how many others, suffer in silence? In his book ‘You Will Get Through This Night’, Daniel Howell describes how he suffered homophobic abuse at the hands of his peers in school as well as his parents offhand comments at home, which have contributed to his mental health issues as he wrote: “Trying to survive the Battle Royale post-apocalypse hellscape of an all-boys school, in a society that was broadly homophobic, drilled into me that I was essentially defective” (Howell, 2021). Such experiences often come with growing up LGBTQ+ in the modern world, yet many people (the cisgender heterosexual majority who are largely unaffected) think that LGBTQ+ equality has been achieved (Horwood, 2016). This is clearly not the case. In fact, numbers are rising at an alarming rate, and some question the involvement of the pandemic in the cause of this. 
Michel Foucault, a cultural and queer theorist, presented a theory about the body, which is categorised in certain ways (gender, disability, age, sexuality etc) – we are aware of what is considered ‘normal’ and so we self-monitor our behaviour – we need to prove ourselves to be ‘normal’ in order to gain cultural acceptance. (Barker & Scheele, 2016, pp. 69-70). This cultural acceptance, i.e. being perceived as cisgender and heterosexual, (achieved through gender norms, stereotypes etc) prevents hate crime because people would all be seen as ‘normal’. However, some people reject this, which creates a diverse society but it means that some are more susceptible to hate crime. It is, therefore, a growing cultural problem in modern Britain which needs addressing. 
Under-reporting is a known issue in the community because some victims do not report repeated incidents as they wish to avoid further discrimination and the abuse has become normalised, as suggested by Leni Morris, the chief executive of Galop, an LGBTQ+ anti-violence charity (ITV News, 2021). Therefore, Chief Inspector George Headley stated that “improved trust and confidence in reporting” might have led to a dramatic increase in numbers. (Robinson, 2022). The police are trying to encourage victims to come forward, as Deputy Chief Constable Mark Hamilton, the lead for hate crime, suggested that the police would do everything in their power to prosecute. However, identifying offenders is becoming increasingly difficult: “With more people moving their abuse online due to pandemic restrictions, it may be the case that a suspect cannot be identified because of anonymity online, and a charge cannot be brought.” (ITV News, 2021) Covid-19 restrictions led to more people using technology to stay in touch with loved ones and an increase in social media activity, meaning that online abuse became inescapable. This is supported by Eloise Stonborough, associate director of policy and research at Stonewall who expressed that these networks and safe spaces are “vital” (Chao-Fong, 2021) to the wellbeing of LGBTQ+ people, as we rely on each other for safety and understanding but the pandemic left us vulnerable to hate due to isolation.
LGBTQ+ charities suggest that the reopening of nightlife post-lockdown could have led to an increase in hate crime in June 2021 as this coincides with pride events and the end of most lockdown restrictions (Chao-Fong, 2021), meaning, as Leni Morris proposes, that LGBTQ+ people were more visible in public during and following the measures (Chao-Fong, 2021). She states that during the pandemic some hate crime was “either exacerbated by the pandemic […] or caused by it,” (Chao-Fong, 2021) For example, some religious people with prejudice against LGBTQ+ individuals blamed the community for the pandemic, claiming it was an “act of God” - Leni Morris (Chao-Fong, 2021) For example, this headline from September 2020: “Priest who blamed coronavirus on gay people tests positive for Covid-19” (Tiplady-Bishop, 2020). Amnesty International Ukraine stated that the priest’s comments could lead to increased violence and discrimination against the LGBTQ+ community (Tiplady-Bishop, 2020), but the Patriarchate's press service responded "As the head of the church and as a man, the Patriarch has the freedom to express his views, which are based on morality.” (Tiplady-Bishop, 2020). The question of morality ties into ethics as some Christian religious leaders are known to hold discriminatory views against LGBTQ+ people and some religious ethical theories morally disagree with homosexuality, for example Aquinas’ Natural Moral Law holds that the primary precept of reproduction cannot be naturally completed by homosexual couples. However, homosexual couples can now reproduce or adopt in most western societies, rendering Aquinas’ theory outdated (Ahluwalia & Bowie, 2016). 
To conclude, rising rates of hate crime is an important issue in modern society, identifying a culture of hate toward LGBTQ+ people. The pandemic provided excuses for this hate: religious based arguments and the anonymity of online spaces in conjunction with the isolation of the LGBTQ+ community from safe spaces has had a wide reaching impact. However, as victims are reporting more incidents to the police, hopefully this will serve as a deterrent in the coming years. Finally, “It’s always worrying to see an increase in anti-LGBTQ+ hate crime, particularly at a time when our communities were more isolated than ever.” - Eloise Stonborough (Chao-Fong, 2021). 


References
Abraham, A., 2019. Queer Intentions A (personal) journey though LGBTQ+ culture. Paperback 2020 ed. London: Picador.
Ahluwalia, L. & Bowie, R., 2016. Oxford A-Level Religious Studies for OCR, Christianity, Philosophy and Ethics AS & Year 1. s.l.:Oxford.
Barker, M.-J. & Scheele, J., 2016. Queer A Graphic History. London: Icon Books Ltd.
Chao-Fong, L., 2021. Recorded homophobic hate crimes soared in pandemic, figures show. [Online] 
Available at: https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/dec/03/recorded-homophobic-hate-crimes-soared-in-pandemic-figures-show
[Accessed 22nd September 2022].
Dyer, H., 2019. The Queeriodic Table A Celebration of LGBTQ+ Culture. London: Summersdale Publishers Ltd.
Foucault, M., 1978. The History of Sexuality volume 1. London: Penguin.
Horwood, M., 2016. Think that homophobia no longer exists in Britain? You're wrong – it's even on the BBC. [Online] 
Available at: https://www.independent.co.uk/voices/rio-2016-bbc-tennis-homophobia-lgbt-britain-no-longer-exists-you-re-wrong-a7183306.html
[Accessed 23rd september 2022].
Howell, D., 2021. You Will Get Through This Night. 2021 ed. Dublin, London, Glasgow: Harper Collins.
ITV News, 2021. LGBT+ reported hate crimes sharply rise since end of lockdown, police data shows. [Online] 
Available at: https://www.itv.com/news/2021-12-02/police-recorded-lgbt-hate-crimes-up-sharply-since-lockdown-figures-show
[Accessed 22nd September 2022].
Metropolitan Police, 2022. What Is Hate Crime?. [Online] 
Available at: https://www.met.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/hco/hate-crime/what-is-hate-crime/
[Accessed 22nd September 2022].
Robinson, H., 2022. Reports of LGBT hate crimes rise by more than 50% in West. [Online] 
Available at: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-bristol-62413792
[Accessed 22nd september 2022].
Tiplady-Bishop, L., 2020. Covid Karma Priest who blamed coronavirus on gay people tests positive for Covid-19 in Ukraine. [Online] 
Available at: https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/12612431/priest-who-blamed-coronavirus-gay-people-hospitalised-covid/
[Accessed 23rd September 2022].






