Colonialism & Slavery: Roman Colonialism
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The Roman Empire was huge and it expanded many times between the start and the fall of the Empire.This poster will be talking about how the expansion of the Roman Empire was only for the benefit of Rome. 




                           


Colonialism:
The Romans expanded the Empire for the purpose of looting nearby countries in order to increase the wealth of Rome and increase the resources needed for Rome to survive. For example there is a Roman mine called Dolaucothi which is east of Lampeter. This shows that Britain was a source of obtaining resources which would help the people of Rome 
Suetonius tells us that Juilius Caesar “invaded Britain in hopes of finding pearls.”( Suet. Jul. 47) This shows that Julius Caesar wanted to invade Britain with the hopes of finding pearls which would have increased the wealth of the Romans as pearls would have had a lot of value.
One of the biggest pieces of evidence that shows the Romans expanding the Empire to increase Rome’s power and wealth was the siege of Jerusalem in 70 AD where the Romans stole all the treasures which were held in the Temple at Jerusalem. This is depicted on the Arch of Titus in Rome which still stands today. From the booty the Romans took from Jerusalem they built the Colosseum in Rome. This shows that Rome controlled other places in order to increase the wealth and power of Rome.

Map of the Roman Empire
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Arch of Titus in Rome



Conclusion:
In conclusion the Romans were very colonial as they increased their empire for the gain of Rome, as they did it to increase the wealth and power of Rome. With Rome taking all the treasure from Jerusalem and doing mining in Britain it is decreasing the economy of these places as wealth and resources are being removed from them and being used for the increase of wealth and resources in Rome.
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The Roman Empire in 117 AD
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