Investigating the Narrative factors around the myth of the abduction of Persephone

[bookmark: _Int_5otWUv87][bookmark: _Int_ULTGnqhK]The narrative of any story is vitally important to how it is told. This is no different for the abduction myth of Persephone. When looking into the narrative factors for any story there are five key main factors to investigate. These are the characters, the setting, and the plot. Each of these will be under review in this essay through looking at the Hymn to Demeter, Ovid's Metamorphose and Ovid’s Fasti. However, when looking at these three sources for the myth the aspect of looking at the characters can become complex with the difference in the stories. To fix this problem this essay will just be looking at the main characters for each and the characters that were changed and the impact that they made in their version of the story compared to the others. Then the setting will follow and be investigated because the description of the scenery is a vital part of this story since this story while following the abduction of Persephone, the story of Demeter causing the world to go barren and change the scenery is also vitally important. Following from this will be the investigation of the plot since within all the stories there is more than just a single plot being followed. There is the plot of the abduction and the creation of the cult of Demeter, but also there is the plot of Aphrodite and the wanting to expand the kingdom of love that she has domain over. Within this essay the names of the Gods in this story will be in their Greek names instead of the Romanisations.
Going firstly into the characters of the story and why they are narratively important will be looking into the Goddess Demeter to begin. The Goddess Demeter is narratively important to the story since while this story is called the abduction of Persephone, Demeter is the focus throughout most versions of the story. In the Hymn to Demeter, it she is the main character of the story and with the abduction of her daughter she is left in a state of grief where she in power abandons her domain of power and leaves it to suffer and this can be seen when Demeter chooses to absolve of all comfort that she obtains before the abduction (Hom. Hymn Dem, 199). From this moment it is interpreted that because Demeter’s power is linked to fertility of the earth that because she chooses not to eat or drink then her power is fading from her control which causes the famine (Hom, Hymn Dem. 200). In the Metamorphoses Demeter journey is longer in the search for her daughter compared to the Hymn. With Metamorphoses it also includes the use of her search for her daughter as the reason in which Demeter curses the lands of all mortals for having found her daughter in any of the lands on earth (Ovid, Meta. 474-475). While in the Fasti Demeter’s journey is also longer than the Hymn in finding her daughter but has the same moment upon Mount Etna with the torches being lit but in the Fasti the difference between them is that this moment has no description of Demeter cursing the land, so no crops can grow (Ovid, Fasti. 491-494). The narrative importance of Demeter is immense since she is also relevant to the plots of the story. Jenny Clay also makes mention of this in her work saying that in the Homeric Hymn to Demeter there are three different sections to the story and two of them focus on Demeter (Clay, 1989. p207). The next character that is also important to the narrative is Persephone. Persephone is the title character of the story she is not in it as much as her mother Demeter; however, she is the epicentre of the story, and this makes her exceedingly important to the narrative. The way that Persephone is portrayed narratively is quite naïve and since in the Fasti Persephone is seen playing and getting flowers with the daughters of Oceanus, also known as the nereids, (Ovid, Fasti, 425-435) this to the reader can show her as someone who is young and more innocent in nature. When looking at the end of the hymns she can come across more mature in nature and this can be seen from how she describes her time in the underworld with Hades and with how accepts that she must spend a third of the year under the earth away from her mother (Ovid, Fasti 610-615). A character that only is used in the Hymns to Demeter but is relevant to the narrative and helps with Demeter is the goddess Hecate. Hecate can be seen as narratively important to the story and a key factor into how Demeter discovers the fate of her daughter. Hecate in the Hymns is in her cave that is between the underworld and the crust of the earth (Hom. Hymn Dem. 25) and because she was in this space, she could not see the event take place, but she did hear the screams of Persephone and while Demeter was grieving and not touching the food and drinks of the gods nor mortals, it was Hecate that came forward to her and delivered the news that her daughter was taken and had not left her but because she was in her cave did not know if it was god or mortal who took her (Hom. Hymn Dem. 54-59) Clay also investigates the use of Hecate as a character in the narrative of the story and Clay states that Hecate role of revealing information is critical to the revelation of what has happened to Persephone. (Clay, 1989. p218). 
Now going into the setting that takes place in the story from a narrative factor. First looking into the setting of the Homeric Hymns is that the beginning of the hymn does not describe in lots of details about the place that Hades abduct Persephone from but also in the Homeric Hymns in that same section does not describe the journey Persephone has to the underworld at all (Hom, Hymn Dem. 1- 39) many could see this as a missing piece in the text since before the end of line thirty-nine Homer is describing the setting in a different manner in that he described the internal feelings that Persephone is feeling and to some writers Homer could have continued this in describing the setting that goes with the underworld however does not. Clay spots this and makes an interesting point about how even the story itself adverts its eyes from the territory of Hades, and that since this Hymn would be told from word of mouth compared to reading of a text, and that only the eyes of the gods can see beneath the earth into the underworld to see the things that were not made for mortal eyes (Clay, 1989. p216). There can be an argument that in the Hymn the open is left deliberately sparce of setting and this is because this area being said to be on a plain in Nysa and that Persephone is playing in a meadow picking flowers (Hom, Hymn. 4-20). This can describe a lot of places and this in the sense of a show telling of the story can be changed and adapted so the story in the beginning can take place depending on the performers need to change the location such as performing for a different city state in ancient Greece. Looking at the Fasti for how it uses the setting is that a good example of this is also in the beginning of the story with how the Fasti describes the setting in which Persephone is abducted. The way that Ovid in the Fasti describes the setting is incredible positive details (Ovid, Fasti. 425-430). This is done from a narrative point of view because of the dark act committed here against humanity in the future make the situation even more vibrant to see since with the abduction of Persephone, Demeter forsakes the world and, in a sense, drains the world of it colour. In the Metamorphoses, Ovid uses a unique way of using a more continuous use of high setting description since in the Metamorphoses, Ovid uses the setting to help the readers understand the situation better since when in the Metamorphoses Demeter curses the mortal lands, Ovid’s uses heavy descriptions of the environment to tell the reader how this works (Ovid, Meta. 480-485). 
[bookmark: _Int_NxLyaOvN]Following into the plot of this myth. When looking at the plot from all three of the primary sources, it can be found that there is more than one plot taking place in the story. These plots are the abduction and rape of Persephone, the grieving of Demeter and the creation of the cult of Demeter. Following the first plot of the abduction of Persephone. When looking at this plot point from the Homeric Hymns telling, the abduction is the first thing to happen in the story with the Hymns within the lines fifteen to twenty describing how the earth broke apart for the God of the underworld and he took Persephone (Hom. Hymn to Dem 15-20). With this happening so quickly in the story for the reader this can be used to show the reader just how quick this event is happening for the Persephone and that she cannot truly defend herself against her abductor. Shortly following in the Hymn is what can be described as plot relevance for later in the story since it talks about how Hecate and Helios both hear the screaming of help from Persephone all the while Zeus, lord of the sky heard nothing. (Hom. Hymn 25-30). The reason this can be plot relevance is that in the Hymn version of the story the Goddess Hecate helps Demeter in the search for her daughter with the use of her torches but also there the clue that she gives Demeter in the search for her daughter which is that she was abducted (Hom. Hymn 55-58). This is important because Demeter only know that her daughter was missing, but with this she can narrow down her search. The relevance of Helios knowing about the abduction is that when Demeter approaches him and beseechs him for information, he tells her about Zeus giving Hades Persephone hand in marriage to him which helps keep the plot going down the correct path (Hom. Hymn 77-79). Moving over to the Metamorphoses the plot that takes place is like that of the Homeric hymn but with an added plot point that can seem to take over the whole story since this plot point is about Aphrodite and Eros and the wanting of the love Goddess to expand her domain over that of the underworld in which she gets Eros to strike Hades with an arrow of love (Ovid. Meta 371- 374) This section of the plot takes place in the very beginning of the story, and this is important to the narrative since this plays into the setting that is the mythological world and for reader this is very important since it can show that the Gods while family do play against each other for the benefit of themselves. The Fasti is like the Hymn in that this section with the plot behind Aphrodite not included and that after describing the setting more than the Hymn has the kidnapping of Persephone (Ovid. Fasti 420-445). Now looking into something all three of the sources have in common is that the grieving of Demeter is so strong that it turns the known world barren. This is an important narrative plot point because this story is how the ancient Greeks explained the happenings behind wintertime when the land turned cold, and plants would not grow. The Metamorphoses goes into this with how Demeter does not eat or drink while searching for her daughter (Ovid, Meta. 446). What follows is the creation of the cult of Demeter and in that Fasti there is a section in which the creation of said cult can be interpreted. This happens when Demeter in her wondering of the world and become the carer for the child Triptolemus of Eleusis and when on her own with the child she “stroked him three times with her hand, uttered three spells, spells which the mortal voice may not repeat” (Ovid, Fasti. 551-552). This is a major plot point because later Demeter says that Triptolemus will be the first to gain rewards from farming (Ovid, Fasti. 560). This can be seen as the beginning of the cult of Demeter since it could be seen that Triptolemus would become the first follower of the cult with him being directly blessed by Demeter for the first set of rewards from farming. 

[bookmark: _Int_McrSd8T7]To conclude the use of the narrative factors of characters, setting and plot. These factors would help the readers understand the story better since with the characters they are used effectively throughout the story to help Demeter who became the main focus Character since while the story is about the abduction of her daughter, it still plays into the setting since no mortal has seen the underworld and lived to tell it since as Clay accurately describes it “Adverts his eyes from the invisible things below” (Clay, 1989. p216). So, the story cannot focus on the title character of Persephone since she is in the realm of no mortals. The plot also follows Demeter since it also helps the readers understand how the cult of Demeter was said to be started. So, to summarise the investigation on how effective the narrative factors around the myth of the abduction of Persephone are. They ones that have been focused on in this essay can be seen now as quite effective in telling a story and keep the story moving in a constant and enticing direction. 
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