


Health and safety Legislation

Contents
Introduction	2
Relevant legislation	2
Health and safety at work act 1974	2
Relevance to the project	2
general duties	2
Risk assessments	2
Training and supervision	2
The Work at height Regulations 2005	3
Relevance to the project	3
Risk assessments.	3
Competence and training	3
Equipment maintenance and inspection	3
COSHH	3
Relevance to the project	3
identification of hazardous substances	3
Risk assessments and control measures	4
Safe handling and storage	4
RIDDOR	4
Relevance to the project	4
Reporting of accidents and injuries	4
Recording of dangerous occurrences	4
Manual handling Operations Regulations 1992	4
Relevance to the project	4
risk assessments	4
Mechanical assistance	5
Training and instruction	5
CDM	5
Relevance of the CDM regulations and the responsibilities on particular people.	5
Responsibilities to particular people	5
Commercial Client	5
Domestic clients	6
Designers	6
Contractors	6
Risk Assessments	7
References	11




[bookmark: _Toc166185384]Introduction
[bookmark: _Toc166185385]Relevant legislation 

[bookmark: _Toc166185386]Health and safety at work act 1974
The health and Safety at Work act 1974 is the primary legislation within the UK governing the health and safety of people within workplaces in the UK. This piece of legislation sets out the general duties that employers have towards their employees, while also setting out the duties that the employees have not only to themselves but towards others. (GOV, 2024)
[bookmark: _Toc166185387]Relevance to the project
[bookmark: _Toc166185388]general duties
within the health and Safety at Work act it is implied that there is a general duty of the employers to ensure that the employees health safety and welfare is taken into consideration as far as reasonably practicable. This would imply that the construction company, UWTSD construction, what have a legal obligation to provide a safe working environment to its employees involved within the project. This this would include implementing safe work procedures, providing all necessary personal protective equipment, and managing risks associated with the construction activities.
[bookmark: _Toc166185389]Risk assessments
another thing that the health and Safety at Work act states to ensure that people are safe while working on site would be ensuring that employers are to conduct risk assessments to identify any potential hazards that there may be within the workplace. Within the context of the reroofing and installing external wall insulation on occupied houses, risk assessments would have to be carried out to identify any potential hazards such as working at height, unnecessary exposure to hazardous materials and the risks posed to occupants of the houses. The purposes of these risk assessments will be to inform the development of safe work methods and help implement control measures that would then mitigate these risks.
[bookmark: _Toc166185390]Training and supervision
Training and supervision would be in the context of the employers providing adequate information, instruction, training and supervision over the project to ensure that the health and safety of the employees is at a high standard. Within the project, UWTSD Construction must ensure that all workers involved within the project have received an appropriate level of training Within manual handling, working at height or any other specific training for hazard prevention. It is also the supervisors responsibility to ensure that work is carried out safely and within accordance to procedures that have already been established.
[bookmark: _Toc166185391]The Work at height Regulations 2005
As previously mentioned, the working at height regulations highly relevant within a reroofing Project. The purpose of these regulations would be to aim to prevent any injuries that could be full caused by falling from height within the workplace. (GOV , 2005)
[bookmark: _Toc166185392]Relevance to the project
[bookmark: _Toc166185393]Risk assessments.
the working at height regulations require that employees assess the risks associated with in working at height and therefore take appropriate measures to prevent falls. Within the context of the project working at height would be a significant hazard, however, through the use of a risk assessment hazards can be identified and therefore prevented. This would be things such as fragile roofs, unstable scaffolding, Or inadequate edge protection. From this assessment suitable control measures can be implemented too lower the risk of injury or death. This would be such as having suitable kickboards and rails, requiring employees to wear harnesses and adding netting or crash pads.
[bookmark: _Toc166185394]Competence and training
these regulations require that employers ensure that workers have received adequate training and instruction on the usage of equipment such as The safe usage of ladders, scaffolding or other equipment used to access the roofs involved within the project.
[bookmark: _Toc166185395]Equipment maintenance and inspection
this piece of legislation also requires that employers are to ensure that equipment used for working at height is inspected, maintained and used in an appropriate manner. Regarding the inspections this would include the scaffolding, ladders or any other equipment used to work at height. The purpose of this being too identify any defects or hazards that could the visible within the equipment. Allowing for that equipment to be fixed or replaced before use.
[bookmark: _Toc166185396]COSHH
COSHH (Control of substances hazardous to health) regulations would be highly relevant to the construction work of reroofing and installing external wall insulation, particularly when dealing with substances that pose a threat to people's health who are working on site, this would also come into place for other things such as the occupants of the houses and the environment. (HSE, 2024)
[bookmark: _Toc166185397]Relevance to the project
[bookmark: _Toc166185398]identification of hazardous substances
COSHH requires employers to assess the risks posed by hazardous substances and then take safety measures to prevent and control the exposure to these substances. In the context of this project, the employees working on the roof may be exposed to various hazardous substances such as insulation materials, adhesives, solvents and cleaning agents. Within this project it would be essential to identify all potentially hazardous substances used within the construction process and assess the risks associated with their use.
[bookmark: _Toc166185399]Risk assessments and control measures
It is essential that employers conduct COSHH risk assessments to ensure that any hazards associated with these hazardous substances can be assessed so that appropriate control measures can be put into place to minimise the exposure. This may be doing things such as substituting hazardous substances with less harmful alternatives, ensuring that there is appropriate ventilation while using these substances and providing adequate personal protective equipment such as gloves, goggles and masks.
[bookmark: _Toc166185400]Safe handling and storage
the cosh regulations require that employers ensure that hazardous substances are handled, used and stored safely to prevent accidents while minimising exposure to these substances. Proper handling procedures including safe lifting and carrying techniques should be established to minimise the risk of injury. Additionally, there should be a designated area for these substances to be stored securely. Within this area they should be labelled correctly and there should be measures in place to prevent contamination from leaks or spills.
[bookmark: _Toc166185401]RIDDOR
RIDDOR (reporting of injuries, diseases and dangerous occurrences regulations) would be relevant to this construction project, Due to RIDDOR requiring that any personnel reports any near misses. As well as Requiring there to be records of any specified workplace injuries, diseases and dangerous occurrences. (HSE, 2024)
[bookmark: _Toc166185402]Relevance to the project
[bookmark: _Toc166185403]Reporting of accidents and injuries
RIDDOR Expects there to be reporting of certain work-related accidents, injuries and incidents. Within the contacts of this project any accidents or injuries that occur on site, such as falls from height, trips, all manual handling injuries, must be reported to the health and safety executive.
[bookmark: _Toc166185404]Recording of dangerous occurrences
RIDDOR also requires that the reporting of certain dangerous occurrences it could have resulted in injury or harm are to be recorded. This would include collapses of scaffolding, structural failures, or any near misses with material delivery vehicles. The reason for this reporting would be to investigate these occurrences and ensure there is not any underlying hazards that may cause reoccurrence and if there is any to prevent it.
[bookmark: _Toc166185405]Manual handling Operations Regulations 1992
Manual handling regulations are extremely important in the construction industry due to the nature of having to move objects into place. This would be vital within the project especially considering the physical nature of the tasks involved and the potential risks associated with manual handling activities. (HSE, 2024)
[bookmark: _Toc166185406]Relevance to the project
[bookmark: _Toc166185407]risk assessments
manual handling regulations require employers to assess the risks associated with manual handling tasks and take measures to avoid, reduce and control these risks. Within the project workers may need to manually handle heavy materials such as insulation panels or roofing materials or the tools required for the roofing materials. Through the use of a risk assessment, we can identify potential hazards such as lifting, carrying, pushing, or pulling heavy loads. Then use this information to determine appropriate control measures that would minimise the risk of injury from these tasks.
[bookmark: _Toc166185408]Mechanical assistance
the manual handling regulations promote the use of mechanical aids or equipment needed to reduce the need of manual handling. Employers should provide workers with access to suitable lifting equipment such as hoists, cranes or trolleys to assist in the movement of heavy or good loads. The usage of these mechanical assistances would greatly lower the risk of musculoskeletal injuries that would be caused due to manual handling.
[bookmark: _Toc166185409]Training and instruction
the manual handling regulations would require employers to provide adequate training and instruction to workers involved in manual handling activities. This training would include safe lifting techniques, correct posture and the use of mechanical aids. This should be educated on the risks associated with manual handling and further instructed on how to minimise those risks through proper lifting and handling techniques.
[bookmark: _Toc166185410]CDM
 the construction design management regulations a set of health and safety regulations that applied to construction projects. The overall goal of these is to help improve health and safety in the construction industry by ensuring that the risks are managed effectively throughout the entirety of a project's lifecycle. (HSE, 2015)
The primary goal of this legislation is too improve health and safety standards within the construction industry as a result of this you would find that accidents, injuries and fatalities would be significantly reduced. There are a couple of methods used to do this such as assigning responsibilities. By clearly defining the roles and responsibilities of people within the construction project such as the client, designers, principal contractors, contractors and other workers. Everyone would know what their roles within the project would be.
Another way that this greatly benefits the health and safety is through risk management. The regulations that have been written require that risks are identified, assessed and managed throughout all stages of the construction project this includes from the planning stage all the way through to completion and beyond.

[bookmark: _Toc166185411]Relevance of the CDM regulations and the responsibilities on particular people. 
The CDM regulations crucial in ensuring health and safety in Construction projects These regulations apply to all construction projects regardless of size or duration. The aim of these is to improve the health and safety management throughout the whole construction process.
[bookmark: _Toc166185412]Responsibilities to particular people
[bookmark: _Toc166185413]Commercial Client
Commercial clients any individual or organisation that carries out a construction project as a part of a business as stated by (HSE , 2015). Some of the responsibilities that commercial clients need to uphold are; ensuring that arrangements have been made for managing their project, thus enabling the people who are working to manage health and safety in a proportionate way. Another responsibility that the commercial client would have is providing a suitable place to be used as a welfare facility throughout the duration of the project. And finally the last responsibility that I would like to mention would be ensuring that contractors prepare a construction phase plan before that phase of the project even begins.
[bookmark: _Toc166185414]Domestic clients
A domestic client as explained by (HSE, 2015) Is an individual who has construction work carried out within a home, this work would not be done as part of a business, therefore the CDM regulations places a different set of duties that the domestic clients have to follow.
It is the responsibility of the client to appoint a contractor, However, unlike commercial clients, domestic clients have the option to pass all of the legal duties onto the contractor. This is essentially as much as the client allowing the contractor to manage the health and safety risks that would occur on the project.
[bookmark: _Toc166185415]Designers
The official HSE website defines designers as anyone who specifies and alters designs as part of their work (HSE, 2015). This is people such as architects, architectural consultants, consulting engineers, quantity surveyors and interior designers.
The most important part of a designer's responsibility is to ensure that the client is aware of their duties Before they even start to design any work. This Covers them from being responsible from the client being unaware.
Another duty that the designers have is communicating with each other to ensure that all of their designs are compatible and fit within health and safety regulations.
[bookmark: _Toc166185416]Contractors
A contractor is anyone Who directly employs or engages construction workers or manage is construction work as said by the (HSE, 2015).
It would be a responsibility of the contractor to ensure that the client is aware of their duties under the CDM regulations of 2015. This has to be done before any work should commence.
It is a responsibility of the contractor to ensure that all work that is to be carried out has been properly assessed regarding the risks posed to everyone involved.
Another responsibility that the contractor has is to provide an appropriate level of information and supervision too workers under their control.
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