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AI Declaration: 


I acknowledge the use of  Copilot ((https://copilot.microsoft.com) on 30th of April 2026. 


1. [Give me another word for suggested.]


I confirm that I have not presented any AI generated text as my own work. I confirm I
have copies of my drafts, notes, and other resources I used before, and after the use of
AI tools which I may be asked to provide in evidence.

























ATTENDANCE NOTE

Client: Mr Ron Roland 
Matter: Estate of Dawn Evans (deceased) 
Date: 30th of May 2026
Fee Earner: Alexandra-Maria Baloi
Method: Microsoft Teams
Duration: Approximately 20 minutes 




1. Purpose of Attendance

This was an initial meeting with Mr Ron Roland following the death of his sister, Dawn Evans, on 1st of March 2026. Mr Roland explained that he intends to administer the estate himself but wanted initial advice on the appointment of executors, the distribution of the estate, the effect of assets no longer owned at the date of death, and whether inheritance tax would be payable. He also requested written confirmation of the advice provided following the meeting. 



2. Facts

Mr Roland explained that his sister died from an inoperable brain tumour. Although her death has been expected, he said it has still been a very difficult time for the family and described her as someone he was very close to. 

Dawn Evans left a valid will dated 12th of June 2004. She had previously been married to Colin Evans, but they divorced in 2011. 


The will appoints Ron Roland and Carys Knight as executors. Mr Roland confirmed that he is willing to act. However, Carys Knight does not wish to act due to her ill health and recent bereavement following the death of her son, Jack. Mr Roland has not had direct contact with Colin Evans since the death. 


In terms of family, the deceased had one son, Paul Evans, who is married with two children, Gail (19 years old) and Seren (16 years old). Carys Knight has two children, Fiona and Jack. Mr Roland confirmed that Jack died shortly after the deceased, leaving a wife, Maureen, and no children. It is unclear whether Jack left a will. 


The estate includes a property at 99 Castle Street, Swansea, SA1 6FT valued at approximately £250,000, which is mortgage-free. The deceased also held around £3000 in a NatWest account, £10,000 in an HSBC savings account, and £5000 in a Santander account. There is also a life insurance policy payable to the estate of £10,000. Her personal belongings are valued at approximately £2,000.
Mr Roland confirmed that the deceased previously owned 500 shares in ABC plc, but these were sold two years ago prior to death. He also confirmed that the carriage clock mentioned in the will had been stolen several years ago and is no longer part of the estate. 

In relation to liabilities, there is a credit card balance of approximately £200. Mr Roland also paid funeral expenses of £5,100 and the cost of death certificates personally and confirmed that he has retained receipts. 

In addition, Mr Roland mentioned that the deceased had both a state pension and an occupational pension. He is unsure whether there has been any overpayment or whether any additional payments or lump sums are due but confirmed he can make enquiries with the relevant pension providers if required. 




3. Advice Given

I explained that, in relation to executors, the effect of divorce under section 18A of the Wills Act 1837 is that the law treats Colin as if he had died before her, meaning he can no longer act as an executor. I advised that the remaining executors are Mr Roland and Carys Knight, but as Carys does not wish to act, then that leaves Mr Roland to act as a sole executor as he wishes. 


I advised that the gift of the carriage clock to Paul Evans fails as the asset was no longer in the estate at the time of death. Similarly, the gift of the 500 ABC plc shares to John Roland also fails as the shares were disposed of prior to death. This is known as ademption, meaning the beneficiary receives nothing in place of the asset. 


The gifts of £500 to Gail Evans and Seren Evans remain valid. However, as Seren is under 18, her entitlement must be held on statutory trust until she reaches the age of majority. 


I explained that although Jack has since died, he survived the deceased and therefore his entitlement under the will vested at the date of death. As a result, his share forms part of his estate and will pass in accordance with his will, or under intestacy rules if no valid will exists. On the information available, this is likely to pass to his wife, Maureen. The residuary estate will therefore be divided equally between Fiona and Jack’s estate. 




4. Inheritance Tax

I explained to Mr Roland that the inheritance tax depends on the total value of the estate. Based on the information provided, the estate is calculated as follows:

The property is valued at £250,000. The deceased also held £18,000 in bank accounts, a life insurance payout of £10,000 payable to the estate, and personal belongings valued at approximately £2,000. This results in a gross estate of £280,000. After deducting liabilities, including funeral expenses of £5,100 and credit debt of £200, the net estate is around £274,700.


Breakdown of calculation: 
· Property: £250,000
· Bank accounts: £18,000
· Life insurance: £10,000
· Personal belongings: £2,000
Gross estate £280,000
· Funeral expenses: £5,100
· Credit card debt:£200
Total liabilities:£5,300
 
Net estate:£274,700


As this figure is below the £325,000 nil-rate band, I advised that no inheritance tax is likely to be payable, subject to confirmation of final valuations and any further information, including pension entitlements. I also mentioned that Mr Roland is entitled to reimbursement from the estate for funeral expenses and other costs he has personally incurred. 


5. Next Steps

Mr Roland was advised to: 
· Confirm whether he will act as sole executor and arrange for Carys Knight to formally renounce. 
· Obtain full valuations and confirm all estate assets, including pension entitlements.
· Gather supporting documentation such as insurance policy confirmation and receipts. 
· Apply for the grant of probate. 
· Settle liabilities and reimburse himself for expenses. 
· Distribute the estate in accordance with the will. 
· Assist Mr. Roland with further legal advice and help him with everything he needs help with regarding this matter. 



6. Conclusion 

The estate is relatively straightforward but includes key legal issues relating to the revocation of an executor following divorce, the failure of specific gifts due to ademption, and the effect of a beneficiary dying after the deceased. Based on current information, no inheritance tax is expected to be paid, subject to final confirmation of asset values. 
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