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Reading Exercise pg 111
When the goddesses Juno, Venus and Minerva asked Jupiter for his judgement about their beauty, Jupiter 
was unwilling to give it to them. For they all seem to be very beautiful to him. ‘Venus,’ he said to them, ‘is 
not more beautiful than Minerva, nor Juno more beautiful than Venus and Minerva. But there is a young 
man, Paris by name. He will be able to judge your beauty better than myself.’ 

Therefore, the goddesses with Mercury came to Troy where Paris had his home. Mercury said to that 
shepherd, ‘Which of these goddesses is the most beautiful? Which of them displays more beauty?’ The 
shepherd replied, ‘Do not ask me. They all seem to be very beautiful. I do not regard that goddess more 
beautiful than this one or that one.’ 

Paris, however, although he does not want to judge the goddesses, speaks with them. Juno (said) to him, ‘I 
shall make you greater and I will give you more money.’ Minerva (said) to him, ‘I shall make you braver and 
better in all things.’ But Venus (said) to him, ‘I will give to you a wife, Helen, a woman more beautiful than 
all other wives.’ 

Then Paris judged Venus the most beautiful of the goddesses and soon he led Helen, his future wife, to his 
house.    
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