Osian Cleaver (1804345)
Creative Music Technology
Mike Johnson
M5X01569
Creative Practice 4: Producing and Releasing 
the ‘PLAS - Ticking Away’ EP 
[image: ]https://plasband.bandcamp.com/album/ticking-away

Project Outline
The purpose of this project is to produce and release a high quality 4 track EP. This will include the writing and recording of four songs, as well as a high-quality headphone mix and master. The project will also include an online release as well as a social media presence.
 Aims and Objectives
1. To develop strong song-writing abilities and successfully write four comprehensive songs
A) Conduct thorough research into the desired style(s), taking note of the key song writing components and characteristics.
B) Demonstrate a confident use of the characteristics identified when writing the four songs.
C) To display a clear development in song writing since the beginning of the process.
2. To develop and strengthen recording, mixing and mastering skills
A) Demonstrate a confident use of industry standard recording techniques throughout the process.
B) To develop and demonstrate strong mixing and mastering skills through producing 4 comprehensive tracks.
C) Showcase the use of new or unique techniques when recording, mixing and mastering
3. To show a firm understanding of the process of marketing and releasing an EP
A) Thoroughly research into a range of online platforms to use when self-releasing an EP
B) Show a clear social media presence and outline firm goals for future posts and promotions
C) Demonstrate a firm understanding of the process of releasing an EP and justifying the choice of platforms used.



 Research and Context
Potential styles and their characteristics
The style of the EP will be indie pop/rock, taking some inspiration from post-punk and garage rock. Post-punk, as defined by Stuart Berman is "rhythm over riffs, atmosphere over song craft, and abstract lyrical impressionism over circle-pit chants” (2019). Typically, post-punk artists reject the “sterile' studio perfectionism” of rock and roll (Bannister, 2007). The focus is often on the rhythm section with the bass often playing a major role and the guitar playfully weaved around it. 
The song ‘Boys in the better land’ (2019) by Irish band Fontaines D.C is a great example of a fast paced, rhythm driven post-punk song. The song includes a punchy bassline and a collection of strong guitar layers to fill the song. The shouty vocal line makes for a hard-hitting and energetic song.
The EP will also include elements of Garage Rock, mainly taking inspiration from popular Garage Rock Band Thee Oh Sees. Their song ‘The Dream’ (Thee Oh Sees, 2011) is an energetic blend of driving bass, overpowering guitar, hard hitting drums and dreamy vocals. The bands songwriting and production isn’t the cleanest. Martin Douglas from Pitchfork wrote “Thee Oh Sees understand the intrinsic value of making a huge mess” (2011)
The characteristics mentioned above will be used in order to explore a range of new techniques whilst also adding a more energetic, chaotic feel, compared to an ordinary indie pop/rock EP. 




Marketing and Release
As the EP will be released independently under the name PLAS, without the support of a record label, it’s important to understand the platforms and resources available and the most effective way to utilise.
Research into Music Platforms
Bandcamp 
[image: ]
Bandcamp is a platform that allows artists to sell music at prices chosen by them. There’s no upfront cost, with the website only taking a cut when a sale is made. The site gives 80-85% of every sale to the artist, with 10-15% taken to cover “payment processor fees and Bandcamp’s revenue share"(Bandcamp, 2020). As a small, independent artist, this is an efficient way to sell as there’s no need for large investments or to put faith in a subscription service. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]
Soundcloud 
[image: ]
Soundcloud is a platform that allows artists to upload and share music easily. Soundcloud generates revenue through advertisements. The platform is very popular, meaning music can reach a wide range of people. Although artists can upload for free, the service requires a monthly subscription in order to “generate revenue from your plays on SoundCloud” (Soundcloud, 2020). For artists with established followings, this can be an effective solution, but can be expensive for small artists.
YouTube 
[image: ]
YouTube is a video platform that allows artists to upload media for free. The platform allows artists to run advertisements on their videos and earn money. However, certain criteria must be met before money can be earnt. YouTube say you must have “at least 1,000 subscribers and 4,000 valid public watch hours” (2020)                                                                    
As a result of this research, the decision was to use Bandcamp as it’s free to use and easily accessible for a brand-new band/artist.     
 Project Development
The process begun through focusing on song writing, spending 20 hours in the studio with a guitar and bass, brainstorming ideas and recording scratch tracks. [image: ]
Creating early demos in the studio
The aim was to keep songs simple, focusing on energy over complexity, honouring the style’s characteristics. As a result, the songs use progressions of 3 to 5 chords. Here is a breakdown of the process:
 Song 1: Rainstorm
Length (Mins) – 3:31
The Process 
· Writing - The idea behind this track was to have an energetic, hard-hitting instrumental intro. Taking inspiration from ‘Boys in The Better Land’ (Fontaines D.C, 2019), the song combines a fast-paced drum track with a powerful strumming rhythm guitar. 
· Recording - Due to the global pandemic, a large amount of the recording was done in a home studio using Logic Pro X and a Behringer UM2 audio interface. The process was straightforward, starting with Logic’s built in drummer function. The next step was to record guitar and bass tracks, and with the absence of a studio, a virtual amplifier was used to transform DI signals to the desired tone.
· Mixing and Mastering - The track didn’t require much mixing. The main mixing was using virtual pedals and amplifiers to find a sound to suite the song. The biggest challenge was equalising and compressing the guitars and bass to reduce any muddiness, ensuring they cut through.
 [image: ][image: ]
The mastering process was straightforward, carefully using compression and EQ to tighten up the track and adding energy with a stereo spreader and an exciter.

Song 2: Do You Ever
Length (Mins) – 3:03
The Process
· Writing – This process started with an idea that originated in a bedroom writing session. The song started with the fast-paced drums and punchy bassline, later developing to include 3 different guitars and some keyboards to fill the song.
· Recording - The recording process included some trial and error, with an acoustic drum recording being replaced with programmed drums in order to better achieve the desired sound.
· Mixing and Mastering - Ensuring all three guitars cut through meant a large amount of time was spent on the equalising and compression. The desired vocal sound took a while to achieve but was eventually achieved with EQ and Overdrive. [image: ][image: ]
Like the previous track, the mastering process meant carefully using compression and EQ to tidy up the track, and a limiter to push the track.



Song 3: Where Are You
Length (Mins) – 3:33
The Process 
· Writing - The writing process started with a bassline and vocal hook. The guitar and drum tracks fell in to place as the song developed. Over time the original bassline was replaced with a more fitting bassline that better suit the song.
· Recording – In the recording process, the decision was made to use an organ as it seemed to be a great addition to the song, adding a dreamy atmosphere. The rest of the process was straightforward, recording guitars, bass and vocals.
· Mixing and Mastering - When mixing, quite some time was spent ensuring the vocal harmonies were well-tailored to the track. The synthesisers were mixed in carefully to ensure they filled the track without being too prominent.[image: ] [image: ]
A comprehensive mix meant the mastering process only included a very slight use of mastering, mainly a small amount of compression and EQ.
  


Song 4: Ticking Away
Length (Mins) – 4:30
The Process -
· Writing - This song was the first to be written, therefore was the most developed song. The writing started with a bassline and evolved to include synths, multiple guitars and plenty of vocal tracks.
· Recording - The process of recording was mostly done at home, with the synths and drums programmed. The guitars and bass tracks were recorded multiple times and layered in order to give the song a punchy feel.
· Mixing and Mastering - This song took the longest to mix, as it included the largest number of tracks and instruments. The biggest challenge was ensuring all guitar and bass tracks well, without sounding muddy. This was achieved through using a series of buses for each instrument.[image: ]
Mastering this song took some care and attention, but similarly to the others included   compression and EQ, a stereo spreader, an exciter and a limiter. Attention was given to ensure all instruments cut through and could be heard.

Marketing and Release
After researching for platforms to launch the EP, it was decided that Bandcamp.com was the best option. The EP was named ‘Ticking Away’ and released under the artist name ‘PLAS’ 
Link: https://plasband.bandcamp.com/album/ticking-away
[image: ]
In order to gain some social media presence, an Instagram account was created. Although new, the account has already received attention from press, with a post from Swansea Music Hub advertising the release. https://www.instagram.com/plas.band/ [image: ]
[image: ]
The next step for marketing and social media will be to strengthen an online following as well as using Instagram to its full potential, with regular posts, videos and updates. The long-term goal is to reach 500 followers within a year.
 







Did the project successfully meet the Aims and Objectives?
The purpose of this project was to produce a 4 track EP. This was completed as four songs were produced to a high quality, with a successful online release and social media presence. 
4. To develop strong song-writing abilities and successfully write four comprehensive songs
A) This objective was met as thorough research was conducted and the key components of each style were successfully identified.
B) A confident use of these characteristics can be seen throughout the compositions; therefore, this objective was successfully met.
C) The four songs show a range of complexity and style, therefore showing a clear development in song writing abilities throughout the process.
5. To develop and strengthen recording, mixing and mastering skills
A) A confident use of industry standard recording techniques was demonstrated and resulted in four high quality recordings.
B) Strong mixing and mastering techniques were highlighted in the completion of the four tracks, successfully meeting the objective.
C) Having to record at home presented a challenge but meant a range of new skills and problem-solving techniques were developed.
6. To show a firm understanding of the process of marketing and releasing an EP
A) This objective was met as a range of available platforms were identified through the research.
B) A clear social media presence can be seen, and some clear marketing and social media goals are in place.
C) With the successful release of the EP, a. understanding of the process was achieved and the choice behind the platform used was justified.
From this it’s clear all aims and objectives were met, making the project a success.
Personal Development
I believe this process was very rewarding. The freedom to use the studio every day and creating ideas was very enjoyable. I found the process to be difficult at times, but believe I strengthened many skills as a result. The process, in my opinion, was a successful one. I developed a range of skills such as my time keeping and organisational skills, but especially my creative abilities.
Releasing music is something I've always found hard to do, often lacking the confidence. This process forced me outside my comfort zone and pushed me to put my song writing and production at the fore-front. As a result, my confidence and enthusiasm to write have both grown massively.
I believe many things went well throughout the process. I feel I developed a wider song-writing ability and produced four good quality tracks. I also believe the marketing and release process were successful, with new techniques and skills being learnt throughout.
The main issue encountered was loss of time due to the global Pandemic. Having lost access to the studio and having to relocate home meant valuable weeks were lost and the project was held back slightly as a result. Having said this, I am proud of myself for completing the project under these circumstances. 
If I was to repeat this process, I would focus further on the song writing in order to further develop my music theory skills and abilities. It would also be great to attempt new instruments and styles to broaden my portfolio.


Project Summary
To summarize, the project was a success, with four songs being written, recorded and mixed to a high standard. The songs were successfully released, and a social media presence was secured. It’s clear that a vast amount of skills were developed in the process. The project has shown an improvement in quality of songwriting and production and has successfully met all the aims and objectives.
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