2

NAME:  NASSON MSONI
STUDENT NUMBER: 2244265
BMLW4007





The House of Lords: A Critical Examination of Its Role and Future


Table of Contents
Introduction	3
Body	3
Conclusion	6
References	7





[bookmark: _Toc150209808]Introduction
The House of Lords, is an integral component of the UK Parliament with a long historical lineage, which has been the subject of considerable debate regarding potential abolition (Barnett and Carty, 2017). This essay primarily addresses the topic of whether the preservation of the House of Lords is warranted. The initial research examines the characteristics and objectives of the British Parliament, while the subsequent section presents a comprehensive overview of the House of Lords. The analysis also delves into the diverse benefits and drawbacks associated with its presence while simultaneously discussing potential reform measures aimed at fixing its shortcomings. The present comprehensive analysis was undertaken to contribute to the ongoing discourse about this crucial subject matter. 
[bookmark: _Toc150209809]Main Body
The Parliament, which serves as the highest legislative authority in the United Kingdom, is responsible for the formulation, evaluation, and implementation of all legislation. The British government consists of two chambers, the House of Commons, and the House of Lords, which collaborate to form the fundamental governance structure. Each chamber possesses unique functions throughout the legislative process. The House of Lords refers to the upper body of the British Parliament. In conjunction with the lower chamber, known as the House of Commons, it contributes to establishing a bicameral legislative framework (Leston-Bandeira and Thompson, 2018). 
The electoral procedures employed by the House of Lords differ from those utilized by the House of Commons. The House of Lords has three distinct categories of individuals eligible for membership. In the initial phase, the designation of life peers is contingent upon the exceptional accomplishments and notable contributions of persons within their respective fields. The advisory role concerning concerns of the Prime Minister and the House of Lords Nominations Commission is to provide counsel to the Queen (Bochel and Defty, 2020). Another noteworthy aspect pertains to the composition of the House of Lords, wherein 26 bishops occupy seats as "Lords Spiritual". These individuals of high standing within the Church of England are entrusted with offering a religious perspective within British politics. Individuals are entitled to exercise their authority in evaluating and voting on questions of faith and belief. Finally, hereditary peers constitute a relatively minor proportion of the House of Lords. The House of Lords Act of 1999, however, significantly reduced the number of members in the House of Lords. This legislation imposed a limit of ninety-two on the number of hereditary peers eligible to serve in the House of Lords (Norton, 2019). 
The House of Lords constitutes a fundamental element of the British Parliament. The significant role of this chamber is to serve as a revising body responsible for the review and amendment of measures introduced in the House of Commons (Whittlestone et al., 2019). Through this approach, the House of Lords can provide a pivotal "secondary perspective" on novel legislation and proposing enhancements to further fortify them. The House of Lords ensures a comprehensive examination of bills prior to their enactment as legislation. One of the House of Lords' most notable attributes is the extensive knowledge and expertise possessed by its members. The chamber members encompass diverse backgrounds and possess a broad spectrum of knowledge. This understanding facilitates comprehensive and contemplative dialogues on challenging subjects. During deliberations, members of the House of Lords often provide astute observations that enhance the quality of legislative debates (Russell and Gover, 2017). Another crucial duty of the House of Lords is to ensure accountability of the executive branch. The House of Lords is crucial in fostering transparency and ensuring governmental accountability by holding the executive branch accountable for its conduct. Furthermore, the House of Lords deliberates on social and moral matters, a significant portion of which can be traced back to religious or ethical foundations. The Lords Spiritual, distinguished individuals within the Church of England, fulfil a role in Parliament to ensure that the perspectives of the religious minority are duly considered in the legislative process (Whittlestone et al., 2019).
The House of Lords holds significant legislative authority since it assumes the responsibility of scrutinizing and amending measures. The committee is an evaluative and revisionary body tasked with examining laws that the House of Commons has previously approved. Its primary objective is to identify and rectify any issues or deficiencies within the legislation before its enactment (Rozenberg and Martin, 2020). The House of Lords is notable for its autonomy. The House of Lords is comparatively less susceptible to the influence of party politics and public pressure than the House of Commons. Life peers in the House of Lords enjoy the liberty to exercise independent thought and action, unburdened by the need to cater to popular opinion.  The House of Lords possesses the advantage of adopting a more long-term perspective. Given that members of the House of Lords are not obligated to seek reelection, they can transcend the present political landscape and evaluate the long-term implications of their choices on future generations(John and MacAskill, 2021). Ultimately, the House of Lords is pivotal in preserving the intricate balance of power within British politics. The House of Lords plays a crucial role within the democratic framework of the United Kingdom, functioning as a means to safeguard against any power imbalances stemming from the elected House of Commons (Norton, 2021a).
Despite its beneficial attributes, the House of Lords has encountered criticism due to a variety of valid reasons. One of the foremost issues lies in the absence of democratic legitimacy. The House of Lords has faced criticism for its perceived lack of democratic legitimacy, mainly attributed to the absence of direct elections for its members, despite its significant impact on shaping British law.  The issue of appointments based on favoritism is also a subject of concern. There is a contention among specific individuals that the inclusion of political concerns should be excluded from the process of selecting life mates. There exists a proposition positing that the government's appointment decisions may be subject to influence from factors such as political support and campaign contributions. The potential absence of political motivations in selecting legislative body members gives rise to issues regarding the transparency and impartiality of the appointment process (Whately, 2021).
The House of Lords Act of 1999 resulted in a significant reduction in the number of hereditary peers. However, the continued existence of hereditary peers as part of the institution remains a subject of debate and disagreement. There is a prevailing contemporary perspective that hereditary transmission of titles is considered outdated, as opposed to a system that awards titles based on individual merit and achievement. There exists a viewpoint among specific individuals that the incorporation of hereditary factors into the legislative process of a contemporary democratic system is perceived as unjust and characterized by inequality (Russell and Gover, 2017). 
The issue of insufficient supervision regarding the House of Lords is interconnected. The need for reelection may contribute to their potential decreased responsiveness in modifying public mood, as it could be perceived that they possess a lesser degree of direct accountability to the general public. The presence of indirect responsibility may impose constraints on their ability to effectively reflect the changing desires and values of the general population (Hayton, 2020). The efficacy of the House of Lords has also been subject to scrutiny. The revision function plays a critical role in examining legislation, yet there are instances where it might impede the legislative process. Extended discussions have the potential to delay the implementation of crucial laws. This raises the inquiry regarding the optimal approach to reconciling meticulous examination with the imperative for expeditious legislative measures. Another suggested alteration is the reduction or elimination of hereditary peers within the House of Lords. There is a prevailing argument that the gradual elimination of hereditary peers is necessary due to their perceived inconsistency with contemporary democratic principles. This proposed modification would further align the chamber with the principles of representative democracy through the modernization of its composition (Hayton, 2020).
The proposition of nonpartisan appointments of life peers has been put forth to eradicate political patronage and favoritism from the appointment procedure. One possible approach to address the widespread impact of political considerations on the appointment of life peers involves the establishment of a novel, independent entity. Another suggested modification pertains to establishing fixed periods for those serving as members of the House of Lords. Regular reappointment or reelection would mitigate the potential for abuse of power resulting from unmonitored tenure. Individuals with predetermined tenures would be more equipped to adjust to changing public sentiment (Norton, 2020).
The investigation of the duties played by the Lords Spiritual, a group of 26 bishops within the House of Lords, has also been examined. Critics expressing concerns regarding the involvement of religious leaders in British politics often cite the prevailing trajectory towards secularism within the nation. The relevance and significance of the Lord's Spirit in the contemporary context of reform attempts may necessitate a reassessment. Another potential avenue for reform is the implementation of regional representation. The objective of this proposal is to enhance the representation of diverse geographical regions within the House of Lords. The inclusion of MPs from various regions across the nation would provide them with an opportunity to actively participate in the legislative process actively, thus enhancing their ability to address concerns specific to their respective regions effectively (Norton, 2021b).
[bookmark: _Toc150209810]Conclusion
The dissolution of the House of Lords is a subject of considerable controversy among proponents and opponents across the political spectrum. With its extensive knowledge and systematic revision of legislation, as well as its provision of additional oversight and responsibility, this esteemed establishment plays a crucial part in the legislative proceedings of the United Kingdom. The subject under consideration is susceptible to critique because of issues of democratic legitimacy, patronage nominations, and the perpetuation of hereditary peers. Numerous reform suggestions have been implemented to rectify these deficiencies while preserving the crucial function of the House of Lords. The ultimate elimination of this institution is contingent upon a nuanced equilibrium. Within the framework of contemporary liberal democracies, it is necessary to carefully consider the merits and drawbacks associated with a particular concept or phenomenon.
[bookmark: _Toc150209811]During this critical phase of careful consideration, it is imperative to emphasize the significance of approaching any prospective modifications with utmost caution and thoughtfulness. Modifications to the House of Lords could potentially have significant implications for the political landscape of the United Kingdom. The implications extend beyond the current timeframe and have long-term consequences. Hence, it is imperative to make informed judgments regarding the future of the House of Lords while considering the broader implications for the governance of the United Kingdom.
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