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Element 1 - Project Proposal
 
My project title: 
Assessing the Role of Social Services in Safeguarding Vulnerable Adults in the United Kingdom
1) Aim:
This project will seek to critically evaluate the purpose of social services in protecting vulnerable adults in the United Kingdom, with special reference to legal issues, professional practice, inter-agency working and the performance of the current safeguarding systems. (LGA, 2022).
2) Objectives:
· Define the legal, policy and professional contexts of the social services role in 	protecting vulnerable adults within the United Kingdom, including the major 		legislation and statutory guidance (Stevens et al., 2018). 

· Analyse the responsibilities of social services in risk identification, intervention to 	abuse or neglect and partnership with health services and police and the 	voluntary sector. 

· Evaluate the efficacy of existing safeguarding measures using scholarly literature and Safeguarding Adult Reviews and take resources limitations and complicated 	incidences into account. (Doyle et al., 2023)

· Give suggestions to enhance the safeguarding practice, enhance multi-agency 	working, and outcomes of vulnerable adults using health and social care 		services (Ahuja, et al., 2022).


3) Background/Rationale:
Aujla, et al, (2023) the protection of vulnerable adults is integral to the health and social care system of the United Kingdom, especially in the face of an ageing population.
The Care Act 2014 demonstrates that the local authorities must ensure wellbeing, prevent abuse, undertake Section 42 inquiry safeguarding, and set up Safeguarding Adults Boards. As an example, a patient who has dehydration and pressure sores that leads to Section 42 enquiry and planned protection after being repeatedly hospitalised will prompt a coordinated protection plan.
The study fills this gap between safeguarding policy and frontline practice that are concerned with the ways in which social services apply statutory obligations within the complex and real-world setting whilst maintaining the protection versus personal autonomy (Dixon, 2023).
A case of a 70-year-old male patient who has severe diabetes would decline home care even though he does not live in a safe environment. Social services should protect him, under the Care Act 2014: however, capacitors refusal is permitted by the Mental Capacity Act 2005. Risk is evaluated and least-restrictive support is sought by the practitioner.
4) Methods:
· This research will adopt a secondary research approach using qualitative data from peer-reviewed journal articles, academic books, government legislation, statutory guidance, and Safeguarding Adult Review reports relevant to adult safeguarding in the UK. (Coyle, 2022).

· Sources will be selected based on credibility, relevance to social services practice, publication within the last ten years, and authority of the issuing body or author.

· Data analysis will involve a thematic review to identify common themes, challenges, and best practices, alongside comparison of findings across sources. 

· Ethical considerations include accurate referencing, proper citation using an appropriate academic style, critical paraphrasing, and strict avoidance of plagiarism to maintain academic integrity. 
5) Resources: 
· Access to academic database, 
· government publication, 
· Google Scholar
· Research, analyse and write.
· UWTSD Library
6) Timescale:
1-2 Title, draft and submit the research proposal
3-4 Draft Chapter 1: Introduction
5-6 Draft Chapter 2: Background
7-8 Complete Chapter 3: Academic Methods Poster
9-10 Draft Chapter 4: Findings and Analysis.
11-12 Write Chapter 5: Conclusion and Recommendations, dissertation submission.

7) Self-reflection (as researcher) (any strengths or challenges): 
My strong point in conducting this research is that I am able to critically interact with the policy documents and scholarly publications that deal with social services. 
I am able to combine extremely complicated information in few words.
The project will also enhance my ability to write analytically, manage time, referencing and organised critical analysis.
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