Evaluate the impact of innovation on criminal investigation

Innovation is something that starts with an idea and develops into a creation that impacts society. The idea could be something that impacts and helps to develop a product or a service in which the idea could be linked to. Innovation is part of everyday life and helps companies to develop on ideas brought by those within the company in order for the company to improve and expand for the better of all the people who work within the company and those who have invested in the company (What is innovation?, 2022, BDC). Innovation in the modern era is said to be very important considering that in this era and within this population, we moderately consider change to be a good thing (what is innovation: why almost everyone defines it wrong, 2022, digintent.com). This is shown through all of the innovations in which society has improved and developed over time. One example of this would be technology. For instance, in the 20th century computers were shown to be heavy weighted bricks with screens were as now, we associate computer and laptops and lightweight and easily accessible in which anything can be accessed with the touch of a finger. 

An investigation that is being constructed by the police and crime division, helps to determine whether a person is amicable for a crime and can be charged with the offence and also helps the judge and jury to decide whether the person who has been charged is guilty or not guilty, this is defined by the Code of Practice to the Criminal Procedure and Investigation Act 1996 (Investigation introduction, 2022, College of Policing). An investigation is a way in which someone can gather information in which to get the best look on something in order to reach the intended goal of said person (Police: criminal investigations, 2022, Jrank.org). Within a criminal investigation there are said to be four stages of the investigation. The first stage being the investigation itself, this is where the evidence collected in the investigation will help to get an indictment. The second stage is the pre-trial, this is where the pre-trial judge gathers and looks through all of the information and evidence gathered in order to help with the following procedures. The third stage is the trial, this is where the judge and the jury will decide on the course of action for the defendant. The final stage is the appeal in which the prosecution can appeal the verdict, sentence or both (The four phases, 2022, Special Tribunal for Lebanon). 

In this century, it has been proven that technology has been the most beneficial innovation all over the world, this is also because it has had the most impact on peoples everyday lives. Since technology was first introduced to the world, we have improved and adapted technology to become what it is today. This means that with technology still being adapted, changed and improved all over the world there is no surprise that the police force has begun to introduce their own ways of incorporating technology into police investigations and daily police business. In the year of 2016, there was a list made by the police force in which they listed different innovations in which they would like to see incorporated into the police force over time. This list includes innovations such as facial recognition software, biometrics, thermal imaging and the one that is mostly used today, drones (17 types of innovative police technology, 2022, University of San Diego). These types of innovations would be shown to be very impactful upon the criminal justice system when arresting and convicting criminals. This is due to the fact that if facial recognition could be put into corner shops and retail shops and restaurants, if a crime were to happen at any of those venues the police would be able to determine who the culprit was through the software. It would be the same for biometrics as this would be able to prove a person was at the scene of the crime just by recognising the biometrics of the person. Given this kind of innovation within the police force, I believe that if these procedure to to be implemented within the police force then the rate of crime would eventually decrease over time. 

Evidence
Up to the year of 2022, there was 5 different innovations brought into the police force in order to decrease crime rates within England and Wales. The first innovation was sensing and virtual patrols which in summary helps to build evidence and information on a criminal case, this in tow helps the police to get a more effective line of evidence and information on the criminal and the criminal act which means that the police can close the case more quickly and efficiently. The second innovation was having technology as a partner within the police, this means that instead of a physical person, the police would be able to bring technology as a backup into the field which would allow the police to examine the situation they may find themselves in and proceed with the appropriate precautions. The third innovation was to do with artificial intelligence, this means that the artificial intelligence will be able to help process the information and evidence that has been discovered during the criminal investigation in order to make a conviction in a quicker more effective way. The fourth innovation was evidence-based policing, this means that the data of police interactions can be used in a more efficient way. The last innovation was the new modes of community involvement, which enables the community to help with criminal investigations and give any evidence in which could help with the investigation so that the police could make an arrest and make a conviction (The future of policing, 2022, Deloitte). 

Facts to back up
Statistics have shown that during the years from March 2020 to June 2022 the rate of crime in England and Wales have decreased by a significant amount. This is as shown: burglary was down by 28%, robbery was down by 23%, vehicle offences were down by 19%, knife-enable crime down by 9%, offences involving firearms down by 10% and finally homicide down by 5% all in all (Crime in England and Wales: year ending June 2022, 2022, Office for National Statistics) . This shows that the innovative circumstances and ideas in which the police decided to introduce when conducting police criminal investigations have made an impact in crime rates throughout England and Wales. 

Conclusion
In conclusion, the statistics shown will suggest that innovation plays a key part in criminal investigations throughout England and Wales. With the innovations that have been shown to be put into consideration and operation in order to help the police come to a quick and effective solution when finding convictions from the evidence gathered when pursuing criminal investigations and procedures, the impact on crime within England and Wales shows a slight decreased which proves that innovation in its simplest form is very effective and can be proven to be even more effective on crime in future years. This is due to the fact that innovation and technology alike are always improving, changing and manifesting within out society.
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