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Introduction 
In the final year of the BA Hons Music Performance and Production Course, one of the assignments was a ‘Major Music Project’ for this assignment, the project of a ‘Guitarist Promotional Package’ was chosen, and was chosen with great enthusiasm and ambition. Even though starting this project later in the year there was still enough time to research and plan what would be contained in it, after some decisions and advice it was plain to see what would be needed, and looking from the opposite perspective it was also clear what would be expected from the project. 
The project as a whole would consist of a fully designed website tailored to a working/ service offering guitarist, designed by myself, filled with contact info, show reel, images, biography, services etc.  The Promo package as a separate part which is what would be sent out to potential clients would be made up of some professionally taken images, demo CD of 8 original instrumental songs, DVD with live performance content trimmed down selecting various parts of show that have some contrast and technical ability. For example, it would be fading in and out of different parts, for 15 seconds it might have a guitar solo which contains some melodic and complex design and then fade to a clean guitar part focusing on a more rhythmic pattern to show versatility and not to show a ‘one trick pony’ affect, Link to website and Creative CV with Image so the client can see who they’re dealing with. The following list is what would be sent off in the promo package.
· Images 
· Demo CD
· Show reel
· CV
· Cover Letter 
· Link to website 
The Project 
This project was chosen because as a guitarist it would be a dream and deemed as successful if it was possible to make a career out of it, playing with various bands, musicians, developing contacts, and overall expanding musical knowledge and gaining as a musician.
CV 
This isn’t the most important part of the project but is indeed very necessary, with this, any future employer that would require the services of a guitar player will be able to see how much music education has been had, work experience, and personal details. 
Along with a cover letter, so if a job opportunity becomes available and the opportunity is there to show what I have, the cover letter will give the perfect chance to explain that what is on offer is suited for the gig. 



 The Website
The first step taken towards achieving this was to build a website tailored for the needs of this profession, the website was built and designed at WIX and the domain name was registered using Go Daddy and now the website is listed as www.jamesdaviesmusic.com, the idea of the website is to give people and potential clientele a vision and an introduction to what is on offer, to be taken seriously in this line of work, everything needs to be professional, and with that as a mindset for the duration of this project, the website has had a professional outcome in design. The pages on this website are as follows, Home, About, Services, Music, Testimonials, Lessons and TABS. 
The home page – this is the first page that is shown when entering the site, it looks professional and up to standard with any other website that specialises in this field, with a banner stating ’Welcome to James Davies Music’ which will make any visitor invited to take a look. The website has also been setup to view social media feeds such as Instagram and Facebook, this is done so that visitors can have an insight into the website creator’s life and they wouldn’t feel like they were dealing with a complete stranger.  At the bottom of the page there is a contact section where potential clients or people with general questions can make contact with ease. 
About page – the about page on the site is a short but sweet bio on how the musical journey started to where it is today, focusing on musical achievements made and achievements that are currently being gained, along with the bio is a live performance photo which was professionally taken by night club photographers which were at the show the band was playing at. 
Services page – this is probably the most important page because it states what type of services are available to people and what can be done to help in return. As there are three columns, the first column titled session work, which offers, Fully Professional work ethic, Work with deadlines, Able to travel Negotiable rates, Home setup for recording Guitar, Able to book local professional studios. Lessons column offers, studied multiple genres theoretically and practically, Able to teach all ages and ability, Specialize in blues, rock, pop, funk, metal. And the third column is touring/long duration work – Fully committed to working away from home for long duration's. Cruise work, Theatre shows etc. And use of Professional/reliable equipment. 
Music page- this page will contain all original music, some completed and some as just demos and people will be able to stream with the use the wix player, a useful add on for a musicians website, and a good way for music to branch out and reach new people. 
Book online – if visitors come to the website, see or hear what I play and like it, if they are guitarists themselves and are looking for some lessons or a little extra help, there is an option for guitar lessons on the page which can be booked on the websites calendar with a digital receipt sent through email, Skype or webcam lessons are available and face to face if they are local, there is also the set up of being able to take safe online payment and customers are safe enough to do so. With a selling point of first lesson free and a 1hour slot is £15 and 2 hours is £30. 
Testimonials – this is where it gets more personal as a musician, because of word and mouth in the area of musicians, there has been enough luck to work with several other bands and worked hard at doing so, by learning songs and without the need of rehearsal, they have been generous enough to give references to performance and workmanship that they were provided with and to have they opinion on if they were satisfied or not. 

Photo shoot

Now this is probably one of the most important part of the promo package in terms of visualisation, with a variety of photos the client can have a good idea, if these photos have ‘the look’ for what they want or they might decide someone else is better suited to it. the process of this came around when research began on things like session players and touring musicians, they advertise themselves well but also with professional photographs, the person that was asked to do these photos was a friend from school who is studying photography at the university of Wales trinity saint David, and has done well for himself by going out to America every so often and taking photos and started to make a living out of it. The original idea for the photos was to be taken at the universities photography studio, which was all booked but due to unforeseen circumstances of a guest photographer showing up for the week, the photography studio’s booking calendar was cleared for the guest. 
To overcome this problem the main hall and studio 3 at the BBC building were booked, as this way they could be more professional looking and look like they are live photographs of a recording session. Some photos were also taken in the control room actually working on a recording session at the time. On the website it states in the ‘services’ that professional high end studios can be booked. The good thing is that these photos back that claim up by being able to use one of Britain’s best sounding recording rooms along with state of the art equipment. 
The photos were taken with a few various backgrounds; the sound baffles in the hall were used as a background wall which came up very nicely in photos, photos were taken with 2 guitars for colour variation, one guitar was white, the other was sunburst, so there was a good colour contrast in the photos that ended up being in colour or the black and white setting, the jacket was on in some photos and removed for others for the reason that the left arm is sleeved up in tattoos, it gives variation and a different perspective to clients, they might see that the chosen attire is black and see the sleeve on the arm and be perceived as a hard rock/metal guitarist only, when that is not the case as numerous genres and styles of playing have been studied during the time spent in the education of music. Overall the photos turned out excellent and the standard of workmanship and effort gone into them was as equal.
The show reel 
The main focus and objective for the show reel is that so who ever receives a promo pack and sees the DVD, they get to see what the performance style is like, they will be able to see the enjoyment and love for music that comes through when playing and delivering live music with a band to a live audience.  
The first step to achieving this show reel was to record a live gig. On the 1st of April this year the band was playing at a nightclub down in Port Talbot, which was a bonus because this nightclub had quite a large lighting system which really captured the performance and helped the gig thrive, for an audience it’s a subliminal situation, seeing lights with a band instantly captures they’re intention, and they will give the band a moment of their time to see if they are worth watching. Throughout this live recording, there were about 24 songs played, the vast majority was modern pop music, focusing on funk style rhythmic patterns, keeping accuracy to the original piece, knowing when to bring the guitar to an audible attention post and knowing when to pull back and restrain the playing so the guitar sits well with the band and everything has a nice and even balance in the mix. some other songs were more disco sounding, where the rhythmic and picking pattern are the same throughout where it will be plain to see the endurance that the hands are capable of, playing fast funk rhythm for 4 minutes straight. 
Some rock tracks with time for guitar solos and improvisation over them, a song for example would be ‘Play That Funky Music White Boy’ by Wild Cherry, which is in the key of E minor, one of the most playing friendly keys for guitar players and it gives any guitarist the perfect opportunity to play a high complexity guitar solo so they can really show off skill and technicalities. The solo in the live gig starts off using one note for a few seconds then to take it up a few notches with a few tapping licks and sweep picking ideas, and rounding it off to a close with a melodic blues pentatonic pattern. Going back to the testimonial side of things, one of the contributors to that were a band called Kelly’s Heroes, a band who had kind words to say and also had a video of a song performance called ‘Beat It’ by Michael Jackson, now any guitarist would agree that the solo for that song is challenging, they were more than happy with the standard that it was played and the fact that it is on video helps a great deal as it may contribute to future guitar work offers that could be received.  
Other parts of the show reel will include some crossover videos, meaning that there will be a short snippet video of a rock style solo, for about 8-10 seconds and then that could fade to a more jazz style solo, again for the same length of time and the cycle goes on etc. This way it ensures that if the DVD is watched, it would be easy for a potential client to see that the playing is varied and well rounded and that most styles can be accommodated. 

Demo CD 
[image: Image result for pedalboard][image: Image result for fender stratocaster olympic white]The objective of this part of the project is so that whoever in the industry receives a promo pack, not only will they be able to see what  the appearance is through the photos and what the live performance show is like, they will also be able to hear the creative side. There is a lot going in to this promo package as they need to be able to see the flare, enthusiasm and effort shine through as a guitar player, who wants to sustain a reasonable living out of it. the concept behind the demo CD is that it will be a short instrumental album, the target for it was 8 songs, enough so it’s not a short E.P and not a full length album. When this target was set, the Easter break was one big recording session, continuously coming up with new ideas and recording them. The home recording setup will be shown in the following diagram. 




[image: Image result for blackstar fly][image: Image result for laptop cubase]			So after the it was decided to record 8 original tracks, the first step was to revisit the old back catalogue of stuff that had been recorded before and see if any of them had the potential to become part of something, this is meant in terms of, did any of them have any good catchy intro riffs, were they melodic, would they be remembered if they were heard, and overall, if these were gonna be sent off for someone to listen to and possibly offer work, would the songs appeal and please that persons ear.  So the next best thing to do is explain some of the songs on the CD, note that these are not lyrical pieces, more hard rock instrumental pieces, with melodic themes  etc. 
Track 1 – Beyond An Honour, this track got its name because as the opener of the CD, it is very honouring that the CD is being listened to and hope it’s enjoyed, the song starts off with 3 heavy guitar chords, which have been layered with 4 guitars to give the common term as a ‘wall of guitars’ after a few repeats a sweep picking pattern moves in and then sweetens in to a melodic guitar intro of the song, before the verse starts there is a chord ringing out and a big tom and snare fill, kick starts the verse. The verse itself moves a lot in terms of chords and allows movement in melody over the top, the chorus is more melodic in terms of chords and guitar lines, the structure repeats and then it’s time for the guitar solo, the guitar solo for this starts out in a tapping phrase which is quite the 80’s shredder style, complex and melodic playing in one, and then the guitar becomes more musical and playing phrases that are quite memorable if listened too. And then comes back in to the chorus until the end. 
Track 2 – Devils bow, this piece was a newly written one and it was written the virtuosic violinist Niccolo Paganini in mind. Now this being a hard rock piece it is plain to hear that this is not a Paganini style piece of music, but it has a neo classical twist on things, the rhythm and backbone of the song itself is quite classic rock sounding and opens up with a dark chordal riff, and throughout the song there is Paganini style melody lines throughout,  so the song will have some arpeggios, and some melodies using minimal notes, a perfect example of this would be his caprice no.24 where the intro is made up of 3 notes yet almost every classical musician would recognise it within seconds, overall in terms of opinion, this is a stand out track, the main reason is that before the guitar solo there is a big anthemic guitar harmony build which is very much in the style of iron maiden guitar harmonies. And overall this song came out great. 
Conclusion 
Overall this project has been great fun, continuously learning about guitar players and how they market themselves, what makes them stand out and what they do personally to stand out is intriguing, knowing what skills to have and to use, as a musician and as a human being. Given the chance to redo this project it would definitely be more thought out to maximize potential and variation, for example, maybe record two albums, one more suited to rock and in the comfort zone, and another one that is a complete ‘180’ and do one more jazz and experimental. The photo shoot would have been done in different locations but as previously mentioned the studio calendar was wiped to accommodate the guest photographer. But as a whole, the promo package has brought immense joy to creating something personally special. 
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