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As stated by Lacquer(2017),terrorism is the most publicised version of  violence against the public.Following an act of terrorism,comes the public services response to the attack and analysing these we can discuss the partnerships and the different emergency services deployed.Looking specifically at the Manchester arena attack,an attack  committed by Salman Abedi on 22nd May 2017,within the set of emergency services called for on the day wa the fire and rescue services,that unlike the other services have many different skills such as hazardous materials and dealing with many pieces of equipment.Salman Abedi for some time was on the watch list for the MI5.(You,2017)


Fire services respond differently to the rest of the services initiated in an emergency response.Albores and Shaw(2008) discuss the preparation the fire service put into their plan in the event of a terrorist attack,traditionally,the fire and rescue services has been viewed as a critical element in dealing with catastrophic incidents .Firstly,because they can mobilise  very quickly and in large quantities and secondly,they have many different roles such as firefighting,search and rescue,providing assistance during floods and can also respond to incidents involving hazardous materials,they also operate many different pieces of equipment and machinery than the other emergency services.The document discusses two separate situations they prepared for,the release of hazardous substances and the event of multiple attacks,these models were produced to gain better knowledge of the process that needs to take place and gain the experience that is needed to be able to deal with these such events.This practice of how they should operate following an attack allows for the planning of the roles and allowing for mistakes to be corrected in preparedness for the real life situations.

Specifically regarding the Manchester arena bombing,and the fire and rescue services responses to that, the first three fire engines arrived at approximately  12.37,2 hrs and 4 mins after the first call made to greater Manchester police from inside the arena.At the time of the Greater Manchester Fire and Rescue Services had approximately 1,400 uniformed employees,that evening,64 of these employees were on site following the attack,6 of the Greater manchester fire stations were within 4km of the arena.(Gov.UK,2022)The greater manchester fire and rescue received only three calls following the attack,one from greater manchester police,one from the ambulance service and one from a member of the public.The fire engine rendezvous point was manchester cathedral car park,close to the site of the attack,however this area was feared by the fire liaisons officer to not be able to provide enough protection for the firefighters and the area was then moved to the phillips park fire station.More than two hours after the attack,fire engines arrived at victoria station entrance,which later entailed further delays to their arrival at the scene.(Lowe,2020)

The reactions of the fire and rescue service  imply on the miscommunication between the various services and the fire services lack of contact with both police and ambulance services,th has to rely on the different interpretations.Specifically with the manchester arena attack,this lack of communication,The Kerslake report (Jesip,2022)puts this into play.Carried out by a  former head of the  civil service and president of the local government association,Lord Kerslake and a team of qualified panel members,they analyse the manchester arena bombing forming this independent review.Throughout the review,many ideas were recommended such as the relationships between health and social care coordinators,family liaisons and support,community resilience,the media and mental health support.They focused on the responses of the fire and response services capabilities of communication and abilities to enhance the situational awareness of how it is best to deal with the attacks.(Lowe,2020)

At the time of the act,Salman Abedi was a closed subject of interest within the MI5s watch list,meaning that he had at some point been a cause of concern but was not under investigation at this time.He was first looked at as a subject of interest in 2014,however,the investigation ended with his lack of engagement with others of interest ended.One year later,MI5 found a phone owned by Abedi with contacts of Al-Qaeda and aiding others travelling to syria.Abedi was believed to have been radicalised abroad and committed this offence in retaliation to his beliefs,he is believed to have fought against the Gaddafi regime with his father Ramadan during the school holidays.This threat of violence was missed in the initial response of his threat levels in the UK,when the subject of interest file was dropped.( Yosi et al,2023)

Before the attack Abedi would have used what's known as hostile reconnaissance, the term given to the information-gathering phase conducted by those individuals or groups with malicious intent. It is a vital component of the terrorist attack planning process.Abedi made three scouting trips before detonating the device,Salman Abedi's first reconnaissance was before a Take That concert on 18 May, the day he landed in the UK from Libya where his parents lived.Security experts believe he used this initial reconnaissance to identify entrance and exit routes from the arena, check CCTV locations and may have noticed a CCTV blind spot. (Russell and Orellana,2020)


Therefore to conclude,the fire and rescue services play a major role in helping following a terrorist attack.Their role includes solving many different situations that other services are not prepared for and helping communication within the collaboration to make sure that the response is as effective and efficient as possible.Salman Abedi was before the attack,on the MI5 watchlist for potential threats and should have stayed on  the list,specifically when all of the evidence about who he communicates with and his actions was found out.
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