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Suo Fff — a nominalising particle

# zhé forms noun phrases: ;& # “a person who reads a
book” or “he who reads a book”

7 substitutes for the subject of this sentence, i.e. the
person who reads.

By contrast, sué Fft substitutes for the object of the verb
or preposition it precedes

“that/the book which he reads” 2> F:E



BTt + verb

BT & “what someone eats”
FIT X “what someone desires”
Fir %0 “what someone knows”
BT % “what someone loves”

Note:

» FIr is always followed by a verb or a co-verb (i.e.
preposition), e.g. yu JiX, zi H, cong 1it.The character after It
has to be a verb!
» FIr + verb constructions usually have a passive sense:
Fir & “what is eaten”
Fi ki “what is known”



X + fIt + verb

The subject ‘x’ of an action is placed before fift

T & “what the king eats”
BB X “what | desire”

H P51 “what he knows”

[C P %% “what the people love”




X + 27 +f1+verb

Optionally, the subordinating particle Z can be inserted
between the subject and JfT:

T Z Fir & “what the king eats”
E- 2 FrAK “what | desire”

H. 22 Jr %0 “what he knows”
%Z_Fﬁ’ﬁ‘ “what the people love”

The use of 2 does not change the meaning!



Applications of JIr

The phrase with FIT is rarely used on its own, but rather forms
part of a larger sentence.

|.As topic in a nominal sentence (A — B9)

Topic Comment
T2 (3E) 1. What the king loves, that is the Dao.

2.As comment in 2 nominal sentence

Topic Comment
R BB Pk

The land of Song, that is what the Chu and Wei states desire.



3.As object in a verbal sentence
B 8 ' EZE.
Subj./Aux./  Verb/ Obiject

Your servant desires to eat what the king eats.

4. Part of attribute
Tk &% #f (difficult) 15 (to obtain)th .
The gold and jade which the king desires is difficult to obtain.



Suo Bt preceding prepositions

» Sué FIr is often followed by a coverb (Lesson 7) to indicate the place, reason or
other circumstances of an action. Examples:

» FTH sud zi, T sud yéu, FTfiE sud céng introduce the place whence/where
from/where through/through which/from which etc.:

» FrH sud zi
FH BT B 2K wen qi sud zi lai

‘[someone] asked where he came from’

»  FIrHH sud yéu
AR FrE 1 ba zhi shi zhi sud yéu chi
‘[someone] does not know where the mouse comes out from’

»  FIT4iE sud céng
5 H P H & 22 [ zhi qi sud céng chii yi zhi mén
‘[someone] points out the gate through which he had left the town’



Suo Bt preceding prepositions

»  JT %5 sud wéi the one for whom / the reason why (% pronounced weéi!)
S it AT 33 xidnshéng sud wei Weén shi yi zhé
‘the justice which you Sir (J4) have bought (T{7) for me, [Tian] Wen’

»  FTEH sud yi the one with whom
HEMPrELa & & gi gf wén sud yui yin shi zhé
‘his wife asked about the people with whom he had been drinking and eating’

»  PTLA sud yi that by means of which, the reason why
AT LA wen qi sud yil zhi zhi
‘[he] asked how he knew it’

NZFTUAANBE RN R Z K rén zhi sud yi bu néng zhi tian zhi da
‘the reason why people cannot know the greatness of Heaven’

Note: In modern Chinese LA sud yi means ‘therefore’. It NEVER has this meaning in
classical Chinese.



The main coverbs

<
<
<
<
<
<
<

€ cbng ‘to follow’

F zi ‘to start from’

i yéu ‘to follow along’

Eil yij ‘to give to’ = ‘to accompany’

Al yin ‘to rely on’

UL yi ‘to grasp’ = ‘to use’

25 wei ‘to act for the sake of/on behalf of’



Text Fuller Lesson 4

L EAARITE

2. HellBRHEEFK -

3. %ﬂEFBifgﬂﬂZ%ﬁ%o

4. Rk JeEHEE AKKZ -

5. Eaﬁ? &7 -

6. ) ﬂ:t Z;.jj‘/u\¥ (7

1. Churén you she jiang zhé,

2. gijian zi zhou zhong zhui yu shul.

3. juqiqizhou, yue shi wu jian zhi suo cong zhui.
4. zhou zhi, cong gi suo gi zhé ru shui giu zh.
5. zhou yi xing vyi, ér jian bu xing.

6. giu jian ruo ci, bu yi huo hu.



£ yi and*F hi
y FFEATR

£ sentence-final marker;indicates change of state or
completion of action

Like modern Chinese le |
Cf. Fuller lesson |, p. 42-43

» AR
F is a sentence final particle indicating a ‘yes-or-no’ question.

Like modern Chinese ma "5

Example: 1lI°KX ‘the mountain is big’ > 11| X ‘Is the mountain
big (yes or no)?
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