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Marc Bloch and the feudal society


[image: ]Marc Bloch was a French medieval historian, he was born in July 1886 and died in June 1944. His farther was an ancient history professor and his great grandfather was involved in the French Revolution as a combatant. He was educated at Lycée Louis-le-grand and the École Normale Supérieure in Paris. He also served in the First World War. His work called La Société Féodalep (feudal society) was written based on his lifetime of research. He analysed medieval ideas which set the foundations for modern day political responsibility. He has been praised since its publication as being one of the most important historians when it came down to feudalism in the medieval ages. Thus the translation of his original book that originally was published in 1939/1940 and translated in 1969 can be seen as highly influential to historians studying feudalism today.

Within his book ‘Feudal Society : Volume Two : Social Classes and Political Organisation, Bloch attempts to answer the main question that the book imposes upon the readers which is “ What are the distinctive features of this portion of the past which have given it the claim to be treated in isolation[footnoteRef:1]. Bloch’s main point of this work to was to relate how society functioned and how the people thought within that society as well as their own concepts and values. Bloch really goes into great detail as to what the main characteristics of what feudalism actually is by attempting to explain what it was not. He explains that a feudal tie would develop when a kinship proved inadequate[footnoteRef:2]. Bloch also described how European feudalism came around to exist[footnoteRef:3]. Bloch would continue to write about what was important to the people in a feudal society and why they were important to the people, for example land[footnoteRef:4]. Towards the end of the book Bloch wrote about the persistence of European feudalism, and explained how despite certain societies dividing from feudalism, because of human evolution feudalism would still manage to continue within Europe[footnoteRef:5]. This would link back to the way Bloch is known for writing with all of his writing being an empiricist and believing everything will happen because of people’s senses and human nature[footnoteRef:6].  [1:  Lawrence Walker, ‘Review of feudal society by Marc Bloch’, History and Theory Volume 3, no.2 (1963) p.249 published by Wiley for Wesleyan university.]  [2:  Marc Bloch, ‘ Feudal Society (2) Social Classes and political Organisation’, Translated by LA Manyon published by Routledge & Kegan Paul ltd, p.443.]  [3:  Bloch, ‘Feudal Society (2) Social Classes and political Organisation’, p. 443.]  [4:  Bloch, ‘Feudal Society (2) Social Classes and political Organisation’, p. 444 ]  [5:  Bloch, ‘Feudal Society (2) Social Classes and political Organisation’, p.448.]  [6:  J.M.Wallace-Hadrill,’Review of feudal Society by Marc Bloch’, p.117, Published by Oxford Press January 1963.] 


Other historians have critised Bloch for what he had written especially towards the end of the book on how feudalism had managed to maintain itself in society. Some argued that linking the eleventh and thirteenth centuries together via feudalism is incorrect even in Bloch’s own words, because the second age of feudalism as understood by Bloch is disintegrative, questioned and exceptional[footnoteRef:7]. Therefore the idea that the eleventh and thirteenth centuries are to be linked because of feudalism is legitimate but not within Bloch’s own ideals as one is decribed to be following the first age of feudalism and the other following the second.  [7:  J.M.Wallace-Hadrill,’Review of feudal Society by Marc Bloch’, p.119.
] 


[bookmark: _GoBack]Marc Bloch incorporated other theories and sciences like anthropology and quantum science in his work, this can be seen with his particular fascination with Durkheim and Paul Vidal de la blache. In the writing of Feudal Society, it is clear that Bloch used the idea of feudalism as a label to describe the society that interested him the most and devoted little time to justifying this label[footnoteRef:8] J.M. Wallace-Hadrill describes Bloch as an empiricist, meaning that he believed his knowledge was derived from his experiences in life.  [8:  J.M.Wallace-Hadrill,’Review of feudal Society by Marc Bloch’ p. 117.] 


The audience for this text is quite specific. It is highly unlikely that someone would pick up this book for some light reading, therefore the sole audience would be fellow historians who are conducting research on feudal society. Likewise the other people who are more likely to buy and read this book are students or professors who often write papers around this topic and would like a highly respected secondary source to reference from. The main reason anyone without a basic sense of medieval knowledge would not buy this book is just because they would not understand it, as it really only benefits those who are either interested to conducting their own research on the topic. The original publication of Marc Bloch’s Feudal Society was published in two volumes. The first volume known as ‘Feudal Society: Vol 1: The Growth of Ties of Dependence’. This was published in 1939 alongside ‘Vol 2: Social Classes and Political Organisation’ it was later translated to English in the 1960’s by Routledge & Kegan Paul Ltd with a second edition in 1962 and eventually being reprinted in 1967. The original text and translations are still in circulation.

Overall Bloch’s writing on feudalism can be seen as unique as he used other researching methods such as geography and sociology when it came to his writing as well as being knowledgeable in other areas, meaning he was able to explain more in depth than perhaps some other writers from that time. 


Bibliography.

English Translation of original text still in circulation.

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Feudal-Society-Routledge-Classics-Bloch/dp/0415738687

[Accessed 28/11/17]

JSTOR, Review of Marc Bloch’s Feudal Society.

https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/559803.pdf

[Accessed 28/11/2017]

JSTOR, Review of Marc Bloch’s Feudal Society. 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/2504281.pdf

[Accessed 28/11/17]


image1.png




