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The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) (1989)
[bookmark: _GoBack]The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) (1989) is an international agreement, setting out all rights of every child no matter their religion, race or abilities (Devarakonda, 2013). The UNCRC (1989) consists of 54 articles explaining the child’s rights and how the government work together ensuring the rights are available to be enjoyed by all children (UNICEF, 2019). According to Save the Children (2019) all children have the right to basic needs in order for them to reach potential. The first declaration on child’s rights was written by Eglantyne Jebb in 1923 who was the founder of Save the Children. In 1989 the UNCRC (1989) was adopted by the United Nations resulting in 194 countries signing up to the UNCRC (1989). The countries that have signed are now legally bound by law to ensure the rights of the child are implemented. 
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Article 12 – Respecting the Voice of the Child
According to UNICEF (2019) Article 12 emphasises the importance of respecting the voice of the child. Article 12 provides children with a legal entitlement to express their opinions on decisions concerning them (Tomlinson, 2013). Both Article 3 and 12 ensure that the child has a right to be heard, therefore both articles must be considered in order for them to influence a child’s rights. The Children’s Commissioner for Wales (2019) supports this stance by stating that the opinion of a child should be considered at all times, regardless of their age. The Commissioner’s role is to ensure that children and young people have their voices heard instead of their opinions being ignored. To ensure children, young people and adults understand article 12, the Commissioner has created the 7 Golden Rules for Participation. These include understand my rights, a chance to be involved, remember it is my choice, value me, support me, work together and keep in touch.





Article 3 – Best Interests of the Child
According to the UNCRC Article 3 ensures that the best interests of the child are considered in all action and decision making regarding the child, whether undertaken in public or Early Years settings. The child must be informed of any decisions made about them as they have a right to a voice and to be listened to. The Early Years Foundation Phase (2015) play an important role in constructing the emphasis of Article 3, as they are aware of and respect children’s rights through a play-based curriculum. According to Garbarino and Briggs (2014), practitioners should consider the interests and rights of children to be their highest priority with regard to decision making. It is the Foundation Phase’s (2015) ethos to work with children in a respectful manner by recognizing children as active participants in their lives. The Foundation Phase (2015) have an understanding that children should be involved in choices and decisions with regard to their learning journey as it helps them to become skilled learners (Pugh and Duffy, 2014).  

The Children’s Act (2004) supports the UNCRC (1989) as it ensures that all children’s needs are met to promote their welfare. This is effectively carried out by placing a duty on all individuals legally responsible, institutions and services. The Children’s Act (2004) encourages multi-agency working as it strengthens partnerships. NSPCC (2019) believes that working in partnership is important for effective communication to ensure the child’s best interests are considered. Effective planning and observation should be carried out by practitioners within settings to ensure the needs of the child are being met (Children’s Act, 2004). The Foundation Phase (2015) state that the role of the practitioner is key as they support a child’s learning. This supports Vygotsky’s (1978) theory as he believed children require a More Knowledgeable Other (MKO) to scaffold their learning.  The Rights of Children and Young Persons Wales Measure by National Assembly for Wales (2011), ensures that children’s rights and wishes are included in all decision making. This measure is used in Early Years settings in Wales to ensure the voice of the child is always respected, according to their wishes. 
Children’s Commissioner for Wales 
In April 2015 Sally Holland a registered social worker, took on the role as the Children’s Commissioner for Wales. The aim of the Children’s Commissioner for Wales is to safeguard and promote children’s rights. Sally Holland works for every child in Wales up to the age of 18 years or 25 years if the child has been in care and are in education (Children’s Commissioner for Wales, 2019). She works as part of a team by looking at how decisions made by the Welsh Government could impact children’s rights under the UNCRC (1989). Sally Holland can also provide advice to the public regarding matters which are concerning children and young people (The Children’s Commissioner for Wales, 2018).

This ensures that all children, whether they are non-verbal or have speech and language difficulties, all have a right to be heard (Children’s Commissioner for Wales, 2019).
The Foundation Phase (2015) and the UNCRC (1989) both recognise that all children are important and require the best quality of care to support holistic development. Pugh and Duffy (2014) support this as they believe children have an entitlement to be listened to and have their views valued.  The Foundation Phase (2015) believe that listening to and respecting a child’s opinion can help them to form an identity, as it enhances their confidence and self-awareness. By allowing a child the freedom of expression empowers the child by strengthening their abilities and learning (Kay, 2012). Article 12 should be respected in all Early Years settings by encouraging children to become autonomous. The Children’s Act (1989) supports this stance as it states that children do have the right to a voice and should be active participants in their learning. The Foundation Phase (2015) believes that children should help to plan activities by contributing their ideas. The framework suggests asking the children about their likes and dislikes at the beginning of the term, this will provide the children with an opportunity to express their feelings in an inclusive setting. 

 Every Child Matters (ECM) (2003) is a policy initiative followed by practitioners in Early Years settings. ECM (2003) also believes children should contribute in matters concerning them. The ECM (2003) created outcomes to ensure that all service provisions respect the voice of the child by allowing them to contribute. ECM (2003) believed that children should be involved and engaged in all planning and development goals (Pugh and Duffy, 2014). 




Reference List – Briefing Paper Article 23 – Children with Additional Learning Needs (ALN)
Article 23 ensures that all children with Additional Learning Needs (ALN) enjoy life to promote their self-resilience. All children with ALN should have the right to play an active role within the community, to encourage their independence (UNICEF, 2019). Article 23 ensures that all children with ALN have the right to special care and education. The care and education provided should support all children by helping them to achieve to their full potential (Broach, et al. 2016). Devarakonda (2013) believes that all children have a right to a voice, regardless of their characteristics, abilities or learning needs. Education systems should have implementations and resources available to ensure their needs are accommodated through a child-centered pedagogy. Mainstream schools that provide an effective and inclusive setting are welcoming to all children, to ensure they provide an education for children to achieve (Kay, 2012). The UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (2008) ensures all children with ALN are empowered with rights, in order to make decisions.

The Welsh Government (2019) aim to transform experiences and outcomes for all children with ALN by introducing the transformation programme. It is a unified system for all children and young people with ALN aged between 0 to 25 years. The system will support all learners with improved planning and delivery of education, with the needs and wishes of the children being primary consideration at all times. The Additional Learning Needs and Education Tribunal (Wales) Act 2018 is a statutory framework which supports the ALN transformation programme. The Act is child-centred as the needs of the child are always considered by practitioners, by thoroughly planning interventions. It is a collaborative process of assessment which provides information and advice to children, young people and their families (Welsh Government, 2018). 
Article 31 – Leisure, recreation and cultural activities
According to UNICEF (2019) Article 31 of the UNCRC (1989) ensures that all children have the right to rest, leisure and to engage and participate in play. The article promotes the rights of the child to participate in cultural and artistic life. Article 31 also encourages the provision of equal opportunities for cultural, artistic, recreational and leisure activity. The Children’s Commissioner for Wales (2018) states that play is fundamental for children’s health and well-being. All children should be given the opportunity to calm down and relax, as it ensures that the children are fulfilled to their potential. Thus, supports the Foundation Phase (2015) ethos as it is a framework built on principles of learning through play. The Foundation Phase (2018) ensures all children are at the centre of their learning by taking the child’s interests into account. The practitioners encourage children to make choices through practical and experimental activities. This supports Piaget’s (1965) theory as he believed that children learn best through hands on experiments, which is paramount to their development. Thus, also supporting Montessori’s (1912) theory as she believed that an engaging and organised environment, encourages children to actively learn. 

To ensure the right to play is respected, Play Wales (2019) supported the Welsh Assembly Government to develop the Play Policy (2002). In 2012, the Welsh Government legislated for children’s play. This ensured that play opportunities are provided to children at all times, as play should feature strongly in a child’s life. Play Wales (2019) also works in partnership with Public Health Wales on Every Child Wales programme as they believe play is important for a child’s holistic development.  
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